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1 Chronicles - Commentaries by James M. Freeman

Manners and Customs of the Bible, 363. Stone Bows (12:2)

1 Chronicles 12:2. They were armed with bows, and could use both the right hand and the left in hurling stones and shooting arrows out of a
bow.

It will be noticed that the words hurling and shooting have been supplied by the translators. Without them the reading would be, “could use
both the right hand and the left in stones and arrows out of a bow.” This has led some to think that there was in use among the Hebrews a
kind of bow for shooting stones as well as arrows; an instrument corresponding to the stone-bow in use in the Middle Ages. These stone-bows
of David’s men may have suggested the invention, two hundred and fifty years’ later, of the heavier instruments of a similar character to be
used in sieges. See note on 2 Chronicles 26:15 (#370).

Manners and Customs of the Bible, 362. Tidings Carried to Idols (10:9)

1 Chronicles 10:9. They took his head, and his armour, and sent into the land of the Philistines round about, to carry tidings unto their idols.

The Hindus have a custom corresponding to this. When they gain a victory over their enemies they carry the tidings to their idols with great
pomp and ceremony. In the common affairs of life the same practice is resorted to. A man delivered from prison, or from the wicked scheme
of his enemies, always goes to his gods to carry the news. Roberts gives the following as a specimen of the formal speech used on such
occasions: “Ah! Swamy, you know Muttoo wanted to ruin me; he therefore forged a deed in my name, and tried to get my estates. But |
resisted him, and it has just been decided before the court that he is guilty. | am therefore come to praise you, O Swamy!” (Oriental
Illustrations, p. 229).
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