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Why Do We Meet as We Do?, Why We Meet As We Do (1:11-13)

Father, Thy sovereign love has soughtCaptives to sin, gone far from Thee;The work that Thine own Son hath wroughtHas brought us back in
peace and free.And now as sons before Thy face,With joyful steps the path we tread,Which leads us on to that blest placePrepared for us by
Christ our Head.Thou gav’st us, in eternal love,To Him to bring us home to Thee,Suited to Thine own thought above,As sons like Him, with
Him to beln Thine own house. There love divineFills the bright courts with cloudless joy;But ‘tis the love that made us Thine,Fills all that house
without alloy.O boundless grace! what fills with joyUnmingled all that enter there,God’s nature, love without alloy,Our hearts are given e’en
now to share.God’s righteousness with glory bright,Which with its radiance fills that sphere,E’en Christ, of God the power and light,Our title is
that light to share.O mind divine, so must it beThat glory all belongs to God:O love divine, that did decreeWe should be part, through Jesus’
blood.O keep us, love divine, near Thee,That we our nothingness may knowAnd ever to Thy glory beWalking in faith while here below.

The subject before me is this: Why do we, who are gathering unto the Lord’s name, meet as we do? Why do we?

| was brought up in what | believe to be the truth, and what is commonly referred to as “the truth.” | can remember way back in the days of
my boyhood when my parents used to take me to another place than this. | can remember very distinctly how we used to go together to the
Episcopal Church — the Church of England, as it was then called — and | recall the effect produced upon my youthful mind; the scarlet runner
on the floor, the carved oak pews and the colorful design in the windows; the singing of the choir, the majestic intonations of the organ and
such like things. Those things | approved of as far as a boy has any ideas on the subject.

After a time | was being taken to a Baptist Chapel, and of the Chapel | did not equally approve. It seemed a very inferior kind of place as
compared with the Church of England. It had nothing but whitewashed walls, no colored windows, and, as | remember it, not even an organ,
and certainly not so eloquent a preacher. | didn’t know why all this was; only | was taken there.

Then another interval elapsed, and | was being escorted to a third place. This was an upper room on a business street in the city of West
Hartlepool, England. There | discovered about twenty people seated on benches, with a table in the middle of the room. This, to my youthful
mind, presented the strangest puzzle. Everything was so plain, so primitive. There was nothing to attract; neither could | understand why my
parents took me there.

A number of years went by, and, in due process of time, | took my place among them, believing it the right place to be. But still if one had
asked me why | was there, | should have had great difficulty in giving an intelligent answer. Oh, if interrogated on the point, | might have
said, “I attend there because | believe it to be according to the Bible.” But that doesn’t get me very far, does it? Almost everybody would give
a like answer. A Presbyterian, an Episcopalian or a Methodist would say that; a Baptist would say it, even an Adventist and a so-called
Scientist. We need to have something more definite than that to account for the place we occupy. We who are gathered to the name of the
Lord Jesus are not always able to give a scriptural and intelligent exposition of the matter. | have discovered that. Isn't it sufficient to say,
“We gather in a simple way, like those in the days of Pentecost?” Wouldn't that cover it? Possibly, if one only has a few moments of time, but
for the good of our own souls, it is well for us to know what the doctrinal supports are upon which we rest.

What are the principles of Scripture — the doctrines involved — the truths of God connected with the position we occupy?

(I don’t suppose | need to apologize for taking up this subject, because we are living in a day in which everything is being attacked. There is
not one single thing that is not being attacked — every fundamental of faith — and it is well for us who love the Lord, and seek to know what
the Lord’s mind is, to be strengthened and built up in our “most holy faith.”)

| would like to take up this subject under four headings. They are as follows:
In the first place, | would suggest that we gather as we do because of the worthiness of the name of the Lord Jesus.
Second: We gather as we do because we desire to give to the Holy Spirit the place that is His due.

Third: We gather as we do because we desire to obey the injunction of Scripture to “go forth therefore unto Him without the camp, bearing
His reproach.”

Fourth: We gather as we do because we believe it to be scriptural to be on the ground of the one body.
These are the four headings under which | wish to make a few remarks on this subject.

As to the first — the name to which we gather: What name do we bear? If people ask you what “church” you are connected with, what would
you tell them? | suppose some of us have felt some embarrassment in answering that inquiry. There are, no doubt, various ways in which the
question could be answered, but isn’t it well to be clear about this: that is, that we own only the name of the Lord Jesus Christ? No other
name. Some will say, “You are called ‘Plymouth Brethren’ though, aren’t you?” What would you say to that? | suppose one might say, “Yes,
we are called that, but we don’t call ourselves that.” We can’t help what they call us, but we can help what we call ourselves. The name by
which we call ourselves is that of saints of God, owning the worthiness of the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, and gathered unto that name.

We might go through a few scriptures that bear upon this point, beginning perhaps with Philippians 2:811:
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“And being found in fashion as a man, He humbled Himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. Wherefore God
also hath highly exalted Him, and given Him a name which is above every name: that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things
in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God
the Father.”

Let us look also at Colossians 1:1518:

“Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature: for by Him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in
earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by Him, and for Him:
and He is before all things, and by Him all things consist: and He is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from
the dead; that in all things He might have the preeminence.”

Also, we might turn back to Ephesians 1:20,21 while on this line of things:

“Which He wrought in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead, and set Him at His own right hand in the heavenly places, far above all
principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to come.”

This name, then, we discover, is unique according to the mind of God. There is none other like it in His account. It stands alone, both now and
hereafter. If we would turn over to the Revelation, we should discover there is no name in heaven greater than that name. Angelic hosts are
seen there falling and worshiping before that same blessed One whose name is so exalted. The name of the Lord Jesus, | submit, is worthy of
being accepted as the center of gathering. It is a blessed thing to be in accord with the mind of heaven about this.

Early Christians were gathered in that name. That is how they came to be called “Christians.” Believers were first called Christians at Antioch.
What does “Christian” mean? It means a follower of Christ. Had they no other name? No, for there were no Baptists or Presbyterians or
Congregationalists then. They were called “Christ’s ones” or “followers of Christ.” That is the only name that was attached to them. They took
no other, and, dear saints, it is a blessed thing to have none other now.

However, our convictions on this subject are both positive and negative. Suppose we turn over to 1 Corinthians where we get the other side.
“For it hath been declared unto me of you, my brethren, by them which are of the house of Chloe, that there are contentions among you. Now
this | say, that every one of you saith, | am of Paul; and | of Apollos; and | of Cephas; and | of Christ. Is Christ divided? was Paul crucified for
you? or were ye baptized in the name of Paul?” 1 Cor. 1:11-13. No name is to be taken as the basis for sectarianism. Even the name of Christ
is not to be so perverted.

We might also look at 1 Corinthians 3:4-7: “For while one saith, | am of Paul; and another, | am of Apollos; are ye not carnal? Who then is
Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers by whom ye believed, even as the Lord gave to every man? | have planted, Apollos watered; but God
gave the increase. So then neither is he that planteth any thing, neither he that watereth; but God that giveth the increase.” These verses
confirm to us that there is no other name but the name of Christ to be tolerated according to the mind of the Spirit of God, and there is no
scriptural warrant for taking any other name.

Furthermore, if you take another name, you must drop it again. Suppose you call yourself by any name you like to imagine —for instance, a
Plymouth Brother. You cannot carry that name into heaven. Why? There is no corner reserved there for Plymouth Brethren. Suppose you call
yourself a Congregationalist. You will have to drop that too. There is no corner reserved for Congregationalists, and when we reach heaven
and converse with the redeemed, as we undoubtedly shall, we shall not discover any there who distinguishes himself by a sectarian name.
Only one name there. That is the name of the Lord Jesus, the Center of the throng — the Center of the throne — the Lamb as it had been
slain. That Person and His name will represent all that is glorious and blessed there; the Center for every eye to gaze upon and the Center of
the affections of every heart will be that blessed One.

If the mind of God is now such about His Son, and the mind of all heaven in a future day is such about His Son, shall | not be in accord with
the estimate thus set on Him, and disown all other names?

| would also like to turn to Matthew 18:20. “For where two or three are gathered together in My name, there am | in the midst of them.” This
verse supposes the thing we are talking about. It supposes the Lord’s people to be gathered in (or “unto”) His name. What a blessed place it
is.

Note, however, there is a responsibility connected with the taking of the name of the Lord. Suppose you turn back to Deuteronomy where we
get that thought in a simple form. See chapter 5:11 — just the first clause: “Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain.” Being
gathered unto the name of the Lord Jesus is not simply a matter of technically using His name. | suppose there is the recognition of what that
name involves. Do you not think so? Being gathered unto His name involves the recognition of what that name implies — the name of the
Lord Jesus Christ — the recognition of His lordship. Going on with what is contrary to His Word and will — one could scarcely call that being
gathered unto the name of the Lord Jesus Christ! Being gathered unto His name involves more than technicality. There is in it that which
addresses itself to our hearts and consciences too. There must be the practical recognition of the lordship of Christ in order that truth may
have the substance to it that makes it good. No scripture authorizes the use of any other name than the Lord Jesus as the Center for His
people.

The second point is this: We gather as we do because we desire to give the Spirit of God His place. This is rather strange language, isn’t it?
Something must be seriously amiss to justify its use — “give the Spirit of God His place!” Who is the Spirit of God? The third Person of the
Godhead. The fact that He is commonly spoken of as the third Person of the Godhead doesn’t carry with it any suggestion of inferiority. The
Spirit of God is God. There is no difference in degree between God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit. The fact that each of
these divine Persons is divine, that each one is God, carries with it the impossibility of any degree of comparison existing among Them. Each
is an infinite Person. The Spirit of God is here on earth.



Suppose we turn to John 14:16,17: “And | will pray the Father, and He shall give you another Comforter, that He may abide with you for ever;
even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth Him not, neither knoweth Him: but ye know Him; for He dwelleth
with you, and shall be in you.”

Then we might look at John 15:26: “But when the Comforter is come, whom | will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth,
which proceedeth from the Father, He shall testify of Me.” Also John 16:13,14: “Howbeit when He, the Spirit of truth, is come, He will guide
you into all truth: for He shall not speak of Himself; but whatsoever He shall hear, that shall He speak: and He will show you things to come.
He shall glorify Me: for He shall receive of Mine, and shall show it unto you.” These verses, and many others we could turn to, show us that
the Spirit of God is here on earth. The weight of this is not sufficiently apprehended among us. A divine Person is here on earth. God is here in
the Person of the Holy Spirit. This is an amazing truth! It is an establishing truth! God dwells on earth in the form of the Spirit. As such He is
here on earth and for a certain purpose. What is that purpose? “Well,” perhaps you say, “He is here to convict sinners.” That is true, no
doubt. But so far as our subject is concerned, He is here for another purpose. What is that? He is here to take of the things of Christ and show
them to us. He is here to glorify Christ. That is what He is here for. That is His office.

Beloved Christian friends, here is a strange thing about the Bible. In the Old Testament one finds the most comprehensive instructions as to
all the services of God’s earthly people. Every ritual was provided for. Everything in connection with the tabernacle and the temple was
provided for. Everything connected with the sacrifices — even to the costumes of the priests, and all the vessels of the sanctuary —
everything was minutely provided for so that there was no possibility of anyone’s making a mistake unless it was through carelessness.

But since the Holy Spirit is on earth, you will notice how little instruction we get as to the services carried out by the Church. Where do we get
any minute instructions as to how the assembly is to proceed when it meets together? Take that meeting which is so precious to our hearts —
the breaking of bread meeting — the remembrance of the death of the Lord. Where is the chapter that tells us how to proceed? There is no
such chapter. There is no verse that tells us that the breaking of bread meeting must begin with a hymn and after that a brother should get
up and pray to or praise the Lord, and then another hymn should be given out, and that at the end of thirty or forty minutes the emblems
should be distributed, or how long that meeting should continue. Why is there no scripture covering these points? Because the Spirit of God is
here to regulate and conduct as it pleases Him. (I only point out that there are no written instructions for these details; | am not criticizing
what is done.) The Spirit of God is here to guide and regulate in the Church, and His guiding and regulating in the Church is to the end that
Christ may be glorified. That is His purpose — the end He has in view. Well, that puts before us a very great, weighty and solemn truth. In the
denominations the Spirit of God is refused His place. Where in the denominations do | find the Spirit of God given the place that is thus His
due? Where can He guide, direct or rule (which is His gracious office), if some man guides and directs and has a program made out in
advance? If he decided what hymns are to be sung and who is to pray, where does the Spirit of God come in in that? That is what is
commonly done, isn't it? It is. Where is there room for the Spirit of God? There is none.

In the orthodox churches — the evangelical churches — there are many Christians (thank God for them), but, nevertheless, though their
creeds acknowledge the presence of the Holy Spirit, in practice they deny His presence, because their services are carried on as though there
were no such Person. Their creed acknowledges Him, but in practice they deny Him. That is rather an unhappy state of things. It is more than
that. Something is radically wrong there. Beloved saints of God, this is one reason why we meet as we do. We desire to give to the Spirit of
God the place that is His due.

Now, in connection with the latter remarks made, suppose we turn over to 1 Corinthians 12:4: “Now there are diversities of gifts, but the
same Spirit.” Verses 79: “But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal. For to one is given by the Spirit the word of
wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit; to another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same
Spirit.” Verse 11: “But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as He will.” Not as the minister
wills, but as the Spirit of God wills.

Also turn to 1 Corinthians 14:28-33: “But if there be no interpreter, let him keep silence in the church; and let him speak to himself, and to
God. Let the prophets speak two or three, and let the other judge. If any thing be revealed to another that sitteth by, let the first hold his
peace. For ye may all prophesy one by one, that all may learn, and all may be comforted. And the spirits of the prophets are subject to the
prophets. For God is not the author of confusion, but of peace, as in all churches of the saints.” | haven’t time to speak of supernatural
demonstrations, but desire to state that | believe they have ceased and have no proper place in the Church at the present time. In the
Church, the Spirit of God is the One to guide and rule. It is His will that should be operative, not the will of man. This is one reason we meet as
we do. When we meet as an assembly, we so meet that the Spirit of God has room to operate by whom He will. When we meet together, for
instance, for remembering the Lord in His death, we have no program. If some brother hunts up a hymn at home, he makes a mistake. One
shouldn’t do that. The Spirit of God should direct in these things. We don’t know who will distribute the emblems. We don’t know who will
give out a hymn, or who will stand up and praise God. We have no program. It would not be right if we had. The Spirit of God is the One to
guide as He will in the assembly meeting. It is proper to so meet and conduct ourselves that the Spirit of God may be free to operate by
whom He will. In the prayer meeting, it isn't seemly to instruct a brother to pray or advise another to give out a certain hymn. No; the Spirit of
God is the One. | don't say that all is carried out in perfection in our assemblies, for we are poor, failing creatures, and may at times be
reminded of it, but the ground we are on and the principles we hold are of God. We so meet as to make room for His Spirit.

In Wales many years ago, Evan Roberts gathered together some thousands who had been saved into a large public building. They were going
to have a special service that day. The peculiar thing about the occasion consisted in the fact that no program was arranged beforehand.
Furthermore, when the congregation arrived and all the seats were filled and persons were even standing in the aisles and doorways, they
observed in the center of the room an empty chair. No one could have that chair. That was reserved as an emblem of the fact — a reminder
— that the Spirit of God was present. On that day it was the desire of E.R., and | suppose other godly ones, to have no set program, but the
Spirit of God should be free to regulate and rule. This excited great comment. There was a write-up in the newspaper about this extraordinary
experiment — dispensing with set program and minister! The day passed off happily, and with distinct evidence of the guidance of the Spirit.
We can thank God for the convictions of faith in E.R. and other Christians, but why shouldn’t this have been the unvarying principle
afterwards? This gives us, then, the second reason why we meet as we do. We desire to give to the Spirit of God His place and office in our
midst.



The third reason is this — the matter of going forth unto Him without the camp. Turn to Hebrews 13:10-14: “We have an altar, whereof they
have no right to eat which serve the tabernacle. For the bodies of those beasts, whose blood is brought into the sanctuary by the high priest
for sin, are burned without the camp. Wherefore Jesus also, that He might sanctify the people with His own blood, suffered without the gate.
Let us go forth therefore unto Him without the camp, bearing His reproach. For here have we no continuing city, but we seek one to come.”

It will be observed that these verses are included in the Epistle to the Hebrews. That suggests to us that a Jewish setting is connected with
what we are looking at. Jerusalem is before us. It was from that city — that religious city — the Lord of glory was cast out and crucified. It was
the place where Messiah should have taken His throne and reigned, but He was cast out. His blood was shed outside of that city.

Inasmuch as He, in whom every Jewish type is carried out and fulfilled, died outside the city, it is there that the altar of Christianity is now set
up. There is no other altar today. To set up an altar in a church is a travesty! It is an abomination! To set up an altar in a church now is to
suggest the one offering of Christ is not sufficient. “We have an altar.” The mighty work is done. One offering has been made. The work is
finished. There is nothing more to add. Calvary, that place where the rejected One bled and died —that place cancels all earthly altars.

We often speak of “the camp,” and perhaps without fully apprehending what it means. “The camp,” no doubt in its strict application, speaks
of the tabernacle, and of the wilderness condition of the children of Israel, though here it is manifestly applied to Jerusalem. It sets before us
worldly, organized religion. Jerusalem and its temple, the place of divine worship, had long borne the impress of God’s favor, and Jewish
Christians had been slow to disengage themselves from this system, in which they had been brought up from childhood. Nevertheless they
are now exhorted to “go forth.”

Have you noticed, beloved Christian friends, how singular the state of things was that existed here in the end of the Hebrews? Notice the date
given in the King James translation: A.D. 64. Thirty years or more after the beginning of Christianity, they are still found in Jerusalem —
believers — going on with Judaism, still going on with the temple and sacrifices that were offered in the temple. You say, “That is a very
strange thing!” It is indeed, and perhaps if you and | had lived then, we wouldn’t have had the patience God did, but He bore with them. Here
about thirty years had elapsed and they are found going on maintaining a doctrine of grace and works. They don’t mix any more than oil and
water. They are exhorted to “go forth . . . unto Him, bearing His reproach.”

There are certain points connected with this system that | would like to mention. The characteristics of the camp were four in number. In the
first place, it had a worldly sanctuary. (Originally this was the tabernacle; later the temple.)

Second, it had an established order of priesthood which came in between the worshipers and God.
Third, it had a congregation of worshipers composed of both saved and unsaved.
Fourth, all of them, jointly and collectively, were under the law for righteousness. These four characteristics marked the camp.

“0O well,” you say, “that is all Jewish and has been done away with, and Jerusalem has been destroyed.” Yes, no doubt that is true, but the
principles laid down here still abide. A condition parallel to that still confronts us. What | mean is that the worldly sanctuary still exists —
grand structures devoted to so-called service of God — but God does not dwell in temples made with hands. Some of these structures are
very beautiful, so far as architecture and adornment are concerned. But these things are of no value in the sight of God. Christ is rejected and
we are in the place of His rejection, and called to follow His footsteps. Ostentation and outward show are not in order now.

As to the priesthood, just as surely as the Jews had a system of priesthood ordained for the purpose of coming in between them and God, so
surely and nonetheless truly, in our day, much of Christendom has established a system of priesthood connected with the professed service
of God — men ordained by human hands, to stand between the worshipers and God. We don’t have to go very far to find that. It is an
established feature of the day in much of Christendom, as we all know.

As to the third matter — the mixed congregation: How far do we have to go to find that? Do we have difficulty in finding a mixed
congregation, composed of saved and unsaved persons professedly gathered together to worship God? We would not have far to go to find
that. It is characteristic of the day.

As to the fourth thing — being under the law for righteousness: Is there any difficulty in finding that? There is not. That is also common
around us today. In many churches you will find the ten commandments inscribed upon the wall, and souls are taught that in order to get to
heaven they not only must believe on the Lord Jesus, but also keep the ten commandments.

These four things in principle are about us today, and in principle, therefore, set before us the camp. The Word of God is, “Go forth therefore
unto Him without the camp, bearing His reproach.” We must not suppose that this going forth is always a light matter for those in the camp.
It costs something to leave the camp. About thirty years after the reception of Christianity, we find these Hebrew Christians called upon to
leave the camp. Don’t you suppose it meant something to them — the breaking of many a tie and long-cherished friendship? Still, however
grievous it was, the Word of God for them was, “Go forth therefore unto Him without the camp.” Let us seek to sympathize with those who do
it now. For some it is easy; for others it is not, but is a path of difficulty and trial. Natural affection and old associations hold many in the
denominations.

In this connection see 2 Peter 1:5-7: “Add . . . to godliness, brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness, charity [love]” — divine love. It isn't
enough to stop with brotherly kindness. Divine love must be the impelling power.

“Bearing His reproach.” Reproach is linked with the outside place. Have you discovered it? You ask a Catholic what he is connected with, and
he will tell you he is connected with the Catholic Church. It causes him no embarrassment to say that. He is in the camp and a very big and
principal part of it. Suppose | am gathered to the name of the Lord and some acquaintance asks me what | am connected with. | presume |
am not alone in feeling a measure of embarrassment.

I say, “I am connected with a little meeting.”



“What kind of meeting?”

”

“Well, a very simple kind of meeting.
“What name do you go by?”

“Why! we haven’t any name.”

“No name?”

“No; well, we gather to the name of Christ.”

“But you must have some other name?”

“No.”

Well, he thinks | am a crank, you know, and after going on a little he is convinced of it.
“That man must be some kind of a religious fanatic,” he says.

There is reproach connected with it. It lowers us in the estimation of those around us. That is part of our heritage. It is a blessed thing —
something to value and appreciate —something which will bring a peculiar reward. You don’t find that reproach in the camp, but outside it.

The fourth reason is this: We believe it to be according to Scripture to be gathered on the ground of the one body. That is a large subject.

“There is one body.” Eph. 4:4. That is a very wondrous truth! A very deep truth! An exceedingly blessed truth! “One body.” Not two hundred
as the United States census report makes out. God looks down from heaven and of all companies of believers found on earth in various
associations and places where they are found, He is unable to take cognizance, except to say, “There is one body.” In whatever associations,
all believers constitute that one body. They may call themselves by other names. Many believers are found among the Presbyterians, the
Baptists, the Methodists, the Congregationalists, the Episcopalians, and doubtless many are found in other places too, but such names are
without value to God. All He takes knowledge of is that they are members of the one body. They belong to that. This is a very, very large
truth, isn’t it? That we, who by grace are His, belong to that one body, and to the only body there is. There isn't any other. In heaven this will
be perfectly manifested. Here it is not very well manifested. Only the eye of God can see that one body. Nevertheless, it is so. There is one
body.

Now, Christians in the beginning met simply because they belonged to the one body. If you and | had been in Ephesus on the Lord’s day
morning and sought out those who owned the name or authority of the Lord Jesus, we would have found the terms of admission to partake of
the communion to rest upon the simple question of whether or not we were members of the one body. They wouldn’t have taken us to one
side and inquired our views as to baptism, dispensational truth, interpretation of prophecy or a host of other things men have quarreled
about, but they would have been anxious to know if we could definitely and distinctly show that we were members of the one body — if we
were sound as to the Person and work of Christ. If we could show that we were sound, on that showing alone we would have been received
among them, and on that showing alone we would have partaken of the emblems, because they set before us this same truth. (I am
supposing, of course, that our profession would not have been contradicted by our lives.)

The loaf of bread upon the Lord’s table speaks to us not only of the death of the Lord Jesus, but also, before it is broken, of the truth that
there is one body. We partake of that loaf as members of the one body and in no other way.

Space does not permit us to say much more as to this comprehensive subject, only we believe it still to be according to the teaching of
Scripture to be gathered on this large ground, acknowledging every member of the body of Christ on earth as a brother or sister, and
acknowledging the right, or privilege, perhaps it is better to say, of every such a one to remember the Lord with us — to partake of that one
loaf.

One finds it necessary to add this: Whereas in the beginning these matters were very simple, today they are not equally simple because
there are those who call themselves Christians who are not Christians at all, and it no longer suffices to take a man’s own word for it. All kinds
of people call themselves Christians now. It is our duty to discover if reality is there. We are responsible for those whom we receive, and this
responsibility we cannot put on them.

| trust what has been said has been according to the truth, and, if so, that the Lord will bless it to our hearts.

Lord Jesus! are we one with Thee?O height! O depth of love!And crucified and dead with Thee,Now one in heaven above.

Such was Thy grace, that for our sakeThou didst from heaven come down;With us of flesh and blood partake,And make our guilt Thine own.
Our sins, our guilt, in love divine,Confessed and borne by Thee;The gall, the curse, the wrath were Thine, To set Thy ransomed free.
Ascended now, in glory bright,Life-giving Head Thou art;Nor life, nor death, nor depth, nor height,Thy saints and Thee can part.

And soon shall come that glorious day,When, seated on Thy throne,Thou shalt to wondering worlds displayThat we with Thee are one.
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