clickbible.org

Acts 13:36 (Eric Pilkington) 215966

Chicago Conference: 1980, Forgiveness in Five Aspects (13:36)

Address—E. Pilkington

Changing time for this stupendous gift of heaven. What grateful honour shall we show? Where much transgression is forgiven, May love with
fervent art, or glow by love inspired. May all our days, with every heavenly grace be crowned. May truth and goodness, joy and praise in all
abide, and all abound. One at the back of the book. Forgiveness was a joyful song. The hymn we sung together is a theme that | have in my
heart. Forgiveness. And I'd like to look at it in five different ways that we have in Scripture. First of all, could we turn to the 13th of Acts, Acts
13, and we might read from verse 36 for David after he had served his own generation. By the will of God, fell on sleep. And was laid unto his
father's, and saw corruption. But he whom God raised again saw no corruption. Be it known unto you, therefore, men and brethren. That
through this man is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins. And by him all that belief are justified from all things from which he could not
be justified by the law of Moses. We will call this judicial forgiveness that we have in these verses. Because, dear friends, it is only God that
can forgive sins. And we have here David mentioned how that he fell asleep and he did his body saw corruption. We know that David is a little
picture of the Lord Jesus, just a picture or type in some ways and here the Lord.

Is speaking to us this afternoon and God will remind us. That the Lord Jesus, when he died, he saw no corruption. All be allowed. How
wonderful to know that He died for our sins. And that he was raised again for our justification the other day. In this very room. There was a
man in this room. And in speaking to him. | found out that he did not have peace with God. He told me | am seeking peace. | want peace. And
I'm sure that illustrates the heart of everyone of God's creatures. We all want peace. Dear friends, there is only one way to have peace in
your heart. And that is to be cleansed from your sins. It says here. In this verse 39. Speaking of the Lord Jesus, by him all that believe are
justified. From all things. From which he could not be justified by the law of Moses. We've had that verse mentioned to us this morning in the
5th chapter of Romans. And there the apostle says, therefore, being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. |
realize and speak into such a large company as this. That there are those | am sure have not peace with God. There are those who have
never laid hold with the hand of faith and receive the Lord Jesus into their hearts. And | want to say to this to you, dear ones, this afternoon, if
you haven't laid hold with the hand of faith, if you haven't received the Lord Jesus by faith into your heart. You are still in your sins and as
such you will not be able. To enter into what it means to have peace with God. All there are many today in this world. That are seeking for
peace. He eats. There isn't anyone of us here this afternoon, I'm sure. That wants trouble. That wants distress. Know the heart of man Grace,
peace, peace. Well, that dear man is here this afternoon. | don't know. But | am sure that there are others like him in this room. And that's
why | addressed my remarks in this manner. All there is only one way to have peace with God, and that is to have your sins forgiven. Oh,
thank God for His precious word that assures our hearts of the forgiveness of sins. All the apostle speaks in Ephesians 2IN Ephesians one
rather, in whom we have redemption through his blood. Even the forgiveness of sins. All Yes friends, God would not have you and | to forget
the price that our blessed Lord and Savior paid in order to have our sins forgiven. Oh, he went to that cross of Calvary and he suffered, He
bled and he died. Yes, he gave his life blood. In order that you and | might have forgiveness of our sins, and this afternoon we would
emphasize strongly that there is no other way whereby you might have forgiveness of your sins.

There's only one way, and it is God's way. And if you try any other way, you'll be like the dear man | was talking to. He's wandering here and
wanting there to this city and that city. And he hasn't Peace. All dear friends, God wants you to have peace in your heart. Yes, peace. And so
here the apostle Paul, he makes it plainly that there's only one way to receive forgiveness of our sins. And that's through the work of the Lord
Jesus on the cross. In verse 39 he says from which he could not be justified by the law of Moses. All you know, there are many today that are
seeking a justification on the ground of keeping the law. But | want to tell you this, beloved, The law was given by Moses, but grace and truth
came by Jesus Christ. John's Gospel chapter one. Yes, the law was given by Moses. But grace and truth came by Jesus Christ. The law could
not save anyone. The law could not get peace to a soul. The law can only condemn. But all they love I'm thankful for. John 5 and 24. Yes, the
words of our precious Savior, when he could say, Verily, verily, | say unto you, He that heareth my word unbelievable, Him that sent me hath
everlasting life, and shall not come into judgment passed from death unto light. Oh yes, there is a way to receive forgiveness of sins. But it is
God's way. God's way. | like to read one verse in Hebrews 10. And we'll read from verse. 12. But this man, this is the Lord Jesus. This man
after he had offered one sacrifice, 4 sins forever sat down on the right hand of God, verse 14 or by one offering he hath perfected forever
them that are sanctified, this man, all the Lord Jesus. He offered up himself an offering to God. For your sins and for mine. And as we leave
this to turn to another scripture. Because this afternoon. This is that address for young people. And we want to go on a little because. There
are those who have the idea that when they are saved and have the forgiveness of their sins. That they can't sin anymore. And then there
are those, and there might be some here this afternoon, | know not. Perhaps you're saved and you found out your sorrow that you still have
that old sinful nature within you. And perhaps because? Of not obeying the word of God and walking in the truth and keeping your eye on the
Lord Jesus. Perhaps. Dear one, you have fell into sin. Perhaps you have grieved the heart of the Lord Jesus and there are those who have
done that. And I'm sure. That each one of us here this afternoon is guilty of that very same thing. Yes, there is none righteous. No, not one.
We've all sinned. And I'd like to turn over now. To the first Epistle to John.

And here we have a Sabbath of restoration, a restorative forgiveness, and he first Epistle to Job. And | would like to read from verse 6. For if
we say that we have fellowship with him and walk in darkness, we lie and do not the truth. But if we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we
have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin. If we say that we have no sin, we deceive
ourselves, and the truth is not in us if we confess our sins. He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins. And to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness, if we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in US. Well, | believe this is very clear. Very
simple. And how true it is. If we say that, we have fellowship with him, the Lord Jesus. And walk in darkness, we lie. In John 8 and verse 12
That the Lord Jesus says. He that followeth me shall not walk in darkness. What shall have the light of light, Oh beloved, that you and | are
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falling, the Lord Jesus. There's something here we're going to have, we're going to have fellowship and how sweet the fellowship has been
these last two days. Oh, how lovely to have fellowship one with another. What | want to say this to anyone who may be walking carelessly.
You may be saved and yet you are going your own way. | would like to say this. When | do it is with sore of heart. A young man said to me
once I'm saved. And | can't be lost. And I'm going my own way for now. | want to say this, if there's one in this room this afternoon, who is
taking that profession as being saved and belonging to the Lord Jesus Christ. What do you want to do? Do you want to go your own way? If
you go your own way, you'll have no peace. Now there be no peace, there be no joy in your heart, there be no fellowship. And all they love.
There's nothing sweeter in this life than fellowship. And how many dear Christians this afternoon did | have peace, Do not have the joy of the
Lord in their heart, because they're not walking in the truth. And so if we walk in the light. We're going to have fellowship. Well, how
wonderful to have the light of God's word to direct us. Now notice verse eight. It says if we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the
truth is not in US. I've met some that have taken this attitude that they are saved and that they have a new nature and now they belong to
Christ. They belong to him. And they can't sin. Their sins are forgiven. All | want to say this. You are mistaken. You are mistaken. Because we
can sin. Yes we can. And what does it say here? If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sin and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness. Oh, isn't that lovely? If we confess, is there one here this afternoon that perhaps has grieved the heart of the Lord Jesus
through your disobedience to Him? Have you confessed that matter to him?

All I want to say, if you're saved, you can't be lost. If you're truly trusting in the finished work of the Lord Jesus, you're his. You can't be lost.
But all | want to say this if you're walking carelessly. You won't have this peace that the Lord wants you to enjoy. Oh, the peace of God. You
have that this afternoon again, | warned any who are walking carelessly. Do not think you can go on in sin and get away with it. You might
deceive your brethren. You might even deceive your own family. | don't want to tell you. The eyes of the Lord runs to and fro throughout this
whole earth, and God is discerned of the thoughts and intents of the heart, and there's nothing hid from his all searching eye. Yes, and if you
have sinned. Oh, | want to say this this afternoon, dear ones, confess it to the Lord, confess it to Him. What does it say here? If we confess
our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. Verse 10 If we say we have not sinned, we
make him a liar, and his word is not in US. Several months ago. And speaking to a man. On the islands of Vincent. After speaking about how
nice the soon he was, | directed a conversation to the Lord Jesus. And | asked him if he was saved. And you know, he looked at me. He didn't
know what to make of Maine. He didn't understand. What do you mean? Oh, | said. Are your sins forgiven? Sins, He said. | don't have any
sins. | don't have any sins. When God created man, he created in the image of God created him, and he made him perfect without sin. He
says | can't send. There's no centers in the world. God made everybody perfect. All dear friends, what does this say? If we say we have not
sinned, we make him a liar. And his word is not in US. And that man had the boldness to tell me that he was a Superintendent of a large
Sunday school. All. How sad. That man has been deceived. Who isn't deceived? Ah, it's the God of this world, Satan. And you know he's a
clever deceiver, he deceive Adam and Eve and you know he's been successful in this, even the souls of men, right from that time onward.
Yes, he is a deceiver. Well, may we read the word of God? And obey it. And so | had to leave that man. When he refused to bow to what the
word of God says. | could carry no longer carry on a conversation with them and | left him. Well, how blessed if we confess our sins, He is
faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. Notice in the second chapter of this same Epistles of John
and verse 12. | write unto you, little children, because your sins are forgiven you for his name sake. Isn't that sweet? | write unto you, little
children. Because your sins are forgiven you. Isn't that nice? Oh, that's how we can have peace with God. That's how we can join the peace of
God in our hearts. I've known the truth of this. Oh, | write unto you, little children, because your sins are forgiven you. Well, we're speaking
about restorative forgiveness, and | just like to turn to the 51St Psalm for an example of a dear man of God who fell into sin and was restored.

Here we have David. Mention. And we'll read from verse 5. For verse 3. For | acknowledge my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me.
Against the the only have | sinned, and done this evil in thy sight. That thou mayest be justified when thou speakers, and be clear when thou
judge us. Behold, | was shaped in inequity and in sin did my mother conceive me. Behold, thou desires truth in the inward parts and in the
hidden part. Thou shalt make me to know wisdom. Purge me with hyssop, and | shall be clean. Wash me, and | shall be whiter than snow.
Let's go down to verse 12. Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit. Then will | teach transgressors
always, and sinners shall be converted on to Thee. Notice verse 17. The sacrifices of God. Are broken spirit. Are broken and a contrite heart.
Oh God, thou wilt not despise. Here once this afternoon. | feel that there are many. That have sinned against the Lord. Who are truly the
Lord's? They have sinned. And they have come under his governmental dealings, which we'll look at later. And like they in the world. There's
no peace, there is no enjoyment of the Lord. | once had someone come to me. And on a sin they said | have sinned. But you know, they didn't
come and own it till they were found out. And when they did it, there was number brokenness, there was number sorrow. In what they have
done. All they loved. Dear one, this afternoon, if you got away from the Lord, if you sinned against him. There's only one way back and it's his
way. There has to be repentance. And with the psalmist here, there was repentance in his heart and he owned his transgression. There was
that sore of heart. And | want to say to anyone here who has sinned, and perhaps your sin has found you out. There will be no true
restoration. No true enjoyment of the Lord Jesus until you acknowledge that. Transgression against God. Yes, sin is a terrible thing. And all be
love. For the unsaved, it will rob them of salvation. To those who are safe, it will rob them of the joy of the Lord. And poor David, he's
unhappy here. All he said he's troubled. And | want to tell your friends. If there's no brokenness of heart in your soul. | want to say there will
be no true restoration. And if there's no true restoration, there'll be no true enjoyment of that Blessed One who loved you and died for you.
Oh, the psalmist could also say, Restore unto me the joy thy salvation. Then will | teach treasures | ways. Oh beloved, do you want to teach
transgressors?

Do you want to give out the gospel? All if you want to serve the Lord in any little way that the Lord might open the way for you to do. All |
want to tell you, your life must be right with him. Yes, our lies must be right with him. And if there is failure in our lives, oh let's not hesitate,
but let's go into the Lords presence and honor to him. And so how sweet to know that the Lord forgive David. And you know, | like that 103rd
Psalm where David. And praying could say, He hath not dealt with this after our sins, or reward us according to our iniquities. And | would just
like to add a little more, it's not in adverse. Over 45 years ago. There was a dear old brother in our meeting. And every prayer meeting we
heard him quote that verse. He hath not dealt with us after our sins. All beloved, If he had had, | wouldn't be here. No, He hath not dealt with
our sins, our reward us according to our iniquities. And then he say, But he dealt with us in love. All the memory that dear old man's prayer is
sweet to my soul. Yes, when | think of that dear old brother, | think of his prayers and the prayer meeting. All Hall blessed to know that and so
we have restorative forgiveness, but it is only after there is a true confession. And owning our sin to the Lord. Now | might turn to Matthew 6.
We might look at governmental forgiveness. Matthew 6. And verse 14. For if ye forgive men their trespasses. Your Heavenly Father will also
forgive you. But if you forgive, not been their trespasses. Neither will your father forgive your trespasses. Is there anyone here this afternoon?
That needs the forgiveness of God because of some failure. Are you holding the grudge against another? Are you holding a grievance against



another because they have transgressed against you? Oh, | want to say under the government of God there be no forgiveness. No, before
you'll have that sweet sense that peace with God, there must be that forgiving one another, yes. If you forgive not men their trespasses,
neither will your father forgive your trespasses. And you know, | can think of some that | have trespassed against. And I'm sure each one of
us here have trespassed against somebody at some time or other. And that we liked to be forgiven, don't we? Oh, as a boy | remember being
forgiven some of my trespasses. And all it brought feast to my heart. It brought joy to my soul. Yes, it's nice to be forgiven. But how about it
the other way, when somebody is trespassed against us? Are we holding an unforgiving spirit? All there is the government of God. And
beloved, if we refuse to forgive others. We remember we're going to come under the governor of God. Yes. Let's turn to Matthew 18.

Here we have brotherly forgiveness mentioned. Reading from verse 21. Then came Peter to him, and said Lord. How shall my brother sin
against me? And | forgive him. Till seven times. Jesus saith unto him, | say not unto thee until seven times, but until 70 * 7. How often is that?
It's 490 times in one day. Could it be that anyone of us here have been sinned against 490 times? Oh, | take balls to say no, no. And as Peter
asks this question, shall | forgive him seven times? The Lord says no. 70 * 7 Could it be? That you and I. Are not, shall | say, manifesting this
brotherly forgiveness? To one another. | remember. And here | look back a good many years, over 45 years. When a friend of mine gave me a
little autographed book to sign my name. And like most people, before | sign my name, | look to see what the other person had signed.
Because you sign your name, you know, on the page which tells your birthday. Year you were born. And | read there above on that same
page these words. And I've never forgotten. And | hope, beloved, this afternoon there won't be anyone here. Forget it. And these were the
words | read. When you find it hard to forgive others. Remember how much has been forgiven you and all, beloved, | remember how much
has been forgiven me. Kind of be that | would still hold on and have an unforgiven spirit to my brother or sister, God forbid. That dear man
wrote that near the end, getting along towards the end of his life. He's with the Lord now, many years, and there he wrote those words when
you find it hard to forgive others. Yes, sometimes it is hard to forgive, but oh, if we just remember how much the Lord has forgiven us. Who
would help us to forgive others? Would it not? After quoting that and telling someone later. This person was very familiar with that man who
wrote that. And he said that man knew what he was talking about. He had occasion to put that into practice. Because he had been sinned
against, he had been transgressed against, but he forgave. Yes, he forgave. Oh beloved, let cultivate a forgiving spirit and remember when
it's hard. Let's remember what the Lord has done for us. Now let's turn to John 13. And verse 34. A new commandment | give unto you, that
ye love one another as | have loved you. That you also love one another. This shall all men know, that ye are my disciples, if ye have loved
one to another. All be loved. And the previous. The next chapter of the Lord says, If ye love me, keep my commandments. Yes, if we love me,
John 14 and 15, keep my commandments or my words.

And what does he say? All he says this. By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, when you love one another. Now let's turn to John
15. And verse 17. These things | command you that ye love. One another. Oh, may the Lord help us and to love one another. Now could we
turn to John 20? And here we have. Administrative forgiveness, | believe. Brought before us. Verse 23. John 20. Verse 23. Whosoever sins ye
we met, they are remitted unto them, and whosoever sins ye retain, they are retained. Turn back to Matthew 16. And. Read from verse 18. |
say also unto thee, Thou art Peter. Upon this rock | will build my church. And the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. And | will give unto
thee the keys of the Kingdom of heaven. And once serveth, thou shalt bind on earth, shall be bound in heaven. And whatsoever thou shalt
loose on earth, shall be loose. In heaven. Now this authority was given to the apostles. And we don't have any apostles today. Let's turn to
the 18th chapter, Matthew 18. Verse 50. Moreover, if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell him his fault between thee and him
alone. If he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother. But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more. Then in the mouth
of two or three witnesses every word may be established. And if he shall neglect, he will hear them. Tell it unto the assembly, but even
neglect to hear the assembly. Let him be under thee as a heathen man and as a publican. Verily | say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall be, ye
shall bind on earth, shall be bound in heaven. And whatsoever ye shall loose on earth, shall be loosed in heaven. So we have administrative
forgiveness here. Whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. And how solemn it is as we think of this, what we have here.
If thy brother transgress against thee, what do we do? Do we carry out this verse? Go to Him. | must confess. Some of us haven't always done
that. And what is the result of not doing this? It might be. Their brother wanders off. He gets offended. He wanders off, and that's the end of
it. Oh, what's it say here? If thy brother trespass against thee, go and tell him his fall. Oh, how many have been offended because all their
brethren have found out about their failure? Oh, they love. Let's carry out the principle that we have here. Let's go to the brother or the
sister. Let's not go and tell the assembly. Let's go to the brother or the sister. Be a lot of sorrow and a lot of trouble avoided if we have made
scripture as we have it here. But | realize there are some who won't listen, perhaps. And so the Lord goes on and says.

If he will not hear take of thee one or two, then a month of two or three witnesses. Every word may be established. Now 2IN Scripture is a
testimony, and three is abundant testimony. And so here we have the principle that if the matter can't be settled, why the brother or sister
should take. Witnesses along. And try to get the matter cleared up. But if they won't listen, then the matter may have to be brought to the
assembly according to the nature what whatever the crash might pass might be. | think sometimes if it's just a personal trespass, why we
ought to call it a forgiving spirit and bear with them. But you know, we're not under rules if it is something that affects the honor and the
glory of the Lord Jesus. It must be brought before the assembly. Or we might be the cause of someone. Eating and drinking damnation to
themselves. As we get in First Corinthians 11. So in verse 17, if he shall neglect to hear that talent unto the church, but if he neglect to hear
the church, let him be unto thee as a heathen man and a publican. And the matter comes before the assembly, and this one is confronted by
the assembly now with this fault or failure or sin. If he shows a rebellious spirit and will not listen, then the assembly has the power to act. An
assembly that doesn't act and judge evil wickedness. Sooner or later. God will have to speak to it. And if they don't? On their failure, perhaps
the Lord will remove the Candlestick. But oh, our God is a loving God. He's very gracious. Yes, he is. And so was it saying if he won't listen to
the assembly? And be under the as a heathen man and a publican. What does that mean? It means this, dear brethren, just what it says. It
means just what it says. If one at the Lord's table. Dishonors the Lord through some wickedness or immortal act. The honor, the truth of our
Lord Jesus must be maintained. God is a holy God and sin must be judged. And in the assembly, the assembly is responsible to judge sin. And
I want to say this to perhaps someone who may be offended because they have come under this discipline. | know not any here, but | just
mentioned this because some are offended, they have their feelings hurt. That everything is brought before the assembly, but they must be
dealt with and put away. He must be treated as a heathen man and. What does that say here? And a publican? A Sinner? Are we carrying out
this principle? Or are we acting towards such a one just as if he had never committed one sin? Are we acting towards him just as if his life was
righteous? Oh beloved, this afternoon. We must. Maintain the truth of God. And we have administrative forgiveness, but there can only be
that administrative forgiveness shown when there is true confession. And so it says here, Whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound
in heaven.



I'd like to make a comment. The brother has been with the Lord many many years ago. This dear brother came under the discipline of the
assembly in a certain city. And he had to be put away. There was number question. He must be put away. What he did demanded discipline.
And so he was put away. They were one or two. Who didn't recognize the seriousness of sin? And they acted toward this brother, this man,
we won't call him a brother. And they shook hands with him and carried on, just like if nothing happened. Is this the way we are to act? What
does the scripture say? All they loved this afternoon. We must be faithful and we don't hold fast the truth of God. We're going to lose it. Well,
this dear brother, after a long time. All there was true repentance, such as when he was interviewed, there wasn't one dissenting voice
against him being received back into fellowship. And I'll never forget. After the breaking the bread when he was first received. After the
meeting, he got up and says, brethren, I'd like to say something. And so no one said no. He said. | want to thank those who refuse to shake
hands with me. Because it was because of those who refused to shake hands with me, it produced that deep exercise of my soul. The Lord
showed me the seriousness and the awfulness of that sin, and there was, like David, true repentance. | want to thank those who refused to
shake handlessly to show fellowship. Ah, that exercisable, but I like to say this. They love because sometimes we forget what the Lord Jesus
said. What does he say? Love one another. And | do believe. If an occasion should arise when we can't shake hands, | believe when that
brother sees our face. He should see by our face, our whole attitude. That we're grieved with what he has done, yet we love him. Oh, how
often the attitude is taken while he's out. Now lock the doors, never let him back. Is this the mind of God? No. Oh, he returned to 2nd
Corinthians 2. Here the apostle Paul. Is writing to the Corinthians. And the first Epistle of Man through Wickedness. | have been put away from
a large table. And now let's read what he writes here in the second epistle, verse four. Throughout a much affliction and anguish of heart, |
wrote unto you with many tears, not that you should be grieved, but that you might know the love which | have more abundantly unto you.
But if any have caused grief yet, not grieve me, but in part that | may overcharge you all. Sufficient to such a man is this punishment which
was inflicted of many. So the contrary wise ye ought rather to forgive him and comfort him. Lest perhaps such a one should be swallowed up
with over much sorrows. Wherefore | beseech you, that ye would confirm. Your love toward him. Oh, isn't this lovely? Here we have this man
who had come under.

Discipline now being restored. Isn't this nice? The apostle says, sufficient to such a man, and he writes here. Out of much afflicts of Angus of
heart, Or it was a sorrow to the heart of the apostle, that this man was being overtaken with a deep sorrow. There had been true repentance
manifested, but there had been slowness. There had been that love, that concern for this failing 1. They had been slow to put them out and
now they are much slower to receive them back after. Repentance has been manifest all they love. May we, each one of us lay hold these
truths for ourselves. Individually and in our assemblies, may we know more what it is? To confirm our love to such who have manifested
through repentance. Oh yes, this, | believe is a mind of God. And may the Lord Himself help each one of us. To value these truths and to know
more what it is to walk in the power of an ungrieved spirit, we sing at hymn, O Lamb of God, still keep us. Close to thy peers inside #318. Tis
only there in safety and peace We can't abide with foes and stairs around us. And lost some fears within. The grace of Sodom found us alone
can keep us clean 318. Oh, I'm across still. In my head. Sorry, there's no. It's we can't have fun where we're at the end of the world to stand
for the world.
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