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Christian Friend: Volume 8, Dorcas; Or, Garment-Making for the Poor (9:36-43)

TABITHA, or rather Dorcas, has obtained a most unlooked-for notoriety. Almost every church and chapel boast of their “Dorcas Societies;”
and “Dorcas” meetings are becoming well known even to those believers who are in professed separation from human systems and
organizations. The aim, both in the one and the other, is laudable; and, doubtless, even if the objects of such charity are often not well
chosen, the sufferings of many are thus alleviated. Without the slightest intention, therefore, of discouraging such efforts, it may still be well
to examine a little the history of Dorcas, and to inquire what instruction there from the Spirit of God intended us to apprehend.

It is to be remarked, in the first place, that her activity was not confined to clothing the naked. “This woman was full of good works and
alms-deeds which she did.” (v. 36) This is a wonderful epitaph for a saint of God, and with this remarkable distinction from many such
epitaphs written by men, that it was recorded by the unerring pen of the Holy Ghost. Her good works were therefore good works—such as
God had before prepared that she should walk in them (Ephesians 2:10), and such, on this account, as could only have been produced in the
energy of the Spirit of God. It is profitable to remind ourselves of what is really good works; for while we have been taught the danger of
restless activity and occupation with service, and have been led to admire, and to desire to possess, the good part which Mary chose

(Luke 10:42), we would also remember the words of Paul: “This is a faithful saying, and these things | will that thou affirm constantly, that
they which have believed in God might be careful to maintain good works. These things are good and profitable unto men.” (Titus 3:8)
Philanthropic efforts of many kinds are often dignified with the title of “good works,” and are thus calculated to deceive many a simple soul;
but good works, those that are such before God, can only flow from the power of the Holy Ghost, and therefore in accordance with His mind
and will. They can thus be wrought only by believers, and only by believers as actuated by divine power, and in subjection to the word of God.
“The coats and garments which Dorcas made” (v. 39) were of this class by an infallible verdict.

The “alm-deeds” of Dorcas are recorded as well as her good works; and from the usage of the word (see Matthew 6:1; 2:34;

Luke 11:41; 12:33; Acts 3:2; 3:10; 10:2, 4) there is no reason to doubt that these consisted in the ministration of money or food to those that
were in need. The apostle, writing to Timothy, says, “Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be not high-minded, nor trust in
uncertain riches, but in the living God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy; that they do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to
distribute, willing to communicate” (there is no foundation whatever for the marginal rendering “sociable”); “laying up in store for themselves
a good foundation against the time to come, that they may lay hold on eternal” (rather, on that which is really) “life.” (1 Timothy 6:17-19)
Dorcas was thus in the spirit of this exhortation. She was rich in good works, and she was ready to distribute, willing to communicate of her
substance; for she had learned “the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for our sakes He became poor, that we
through His poverty might be rich” (2 Corinthians 8:9); and by that same grace she had become His representative in the world. She was a
giver, because God, who had brought her to Himself, was a Giver. Knowing therefore that she was not her own, and that whatever she
possessed she held only as a steward for Him, to whom she belonged, she placed both herself and her substance at His disposal, and served
with both according to His will.

The objects of her charity or ministry are distinctly specified. When Peter had arrived, and had been introduced into the chamber of death, we
read that “all the widows stood by him weeping, and showing the coats and garments which Dorcas made while she was with them.” It is
noteworthy also that these widows are distinguished from the saints. (v. 41) There may be a reason for this—not to imply that none of these
were saints, but rather, as we judge, to show that she labored for widows as a class, and perhaps, too, in the spirit of the apostolic
exhortation, “As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all, especially unto them who are of the household of faith.”

(Galatians 6:10) It may then be concluded that her charitable activities were not solely expended upon believing widows; but, as one who
knew the heart and mind of God, she sought to minister to need wherever it might exist, while owning the special claims of the household of
faith. Every reader of the Old Testament must have been struck with the constant expression of God’s care for the widow and the fatherless
(and the two classes must often be found in combination), and James gives a voice to this for us when he says, “Pure religion and undefiled
before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world.”
(James 1:27) Paul likewise has given special instructions concerning these two classes. (1 Timothy 5)

It is thus clear that Dorcas had the mind of God in the special work to which she was devoted. And indeed what service could be more
blessed than to clothe the naked and feed the hungry? The Lord Himself, in the judgment of the living nations, when He shall sit on the
throne of His glory, specifies these things services rendered to Himself in the person of His “brethren.” He says, “l was an hungred, and ye
gave me meat... naked, and ye clothed me.” (Matthew 25:35,36) This, as He explains, done unto one of the least of His brethren, was done to
Himself. How unspeakable then the privilege to feed and clothe Christ in the person of one of His members. It is what He has done for us; for
the apostle says, “For in this (our tabernacle house) we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed upon with our house which is from heaven: if
so be that being clothed we shall not be found naked” (that is, without Christ). (2 Corinthians 5:2,3) To clothe the naked and to feed the
hungry and He Himself is our food (John 6) is consequently to act in His own spirit the existence of the need drawing forth the affections of
Christ from the hearts of His people.

A distinct lesson or two for our own guidance may be profitably collected from the whole history, confining ourselves now to that which is
specially mentioned—making the coats and the garments.

First, it should be observed that the work of Dorcas was individual. There is not the slightest trace of any association with others. Evidently it
was the special service to which the Lord had called her, and to which she willingly yielded herself. Her example cannot, therefore, be cited
for anything beyond her individual line of service. Nothing is more blessed in Christian activity than fellowship— fellowship in the Lord. But


https://www.clickbible.org/post/acts-2622-23-unknown-author-159231/

the great danger of a day like this is association— association with others to obtain an object through the energy of cooperation rather than
in the power of the Spirit. Satan often succeeds in this way in arresting even what might have been at the outset the action of the Spirit of
God. Thus the Lord has laid some special thought of service upon the heart of one of His people; and instead of going forth to its
accomplishment in the power of Him who has called to it, the effort is often made to associate others with it, or even to form a society for the
end in view, and immediately the service, even if outwardly prosperous, is on the road to failure. Moses may well be a warning to us on this
head. He complained to the Lord that the burden of the people was too heavy for him. The Lord permitted him to have seventy associates;
but He took of the Spirit that was on Moses, and put it on them. (Numbers 11:11-17) Not only was there no gain of power by the association,
but enormous loss by the importation henceforward of seventy judgments into every question that had to be decided. No; service is intensely
individual; for every servant is individually responsible to the Lord, even in garment-making, and hence cannot afford to subordinate his
convictions to those of another, or to seek to walk upon the level (be it higher or lower) of another’s faith.

Secondly, this history affords distinct guidance for sisters as to the occupation of their leisure time in their homes, or at least for such as have
the means to purchase materials, and capacity to use the needle or the sewing-machine. It is to be noted very especially, that if Dorcas spent
any of her time in fancy-work (and we by no means contend that she had not liberty to do so), the results of her labor in such a direction are
not mentioned. This will surely be significant to every spiritual mind. It is “the coats and the garments” only that find a place in the word of
God teaching, at least this much, that it is labors of this kind that command the Lord’s approbation. This is plain from the fact that Dorcas was
raised to life again. Her loss was so keenly felt by the disciples that they sent for Peter, “desiring that he would not delay to come to them.”
The apostle went, and was permitted to restore her to life; and “when he had called the saints and widows, presented her alive.” (v. 41) Thus
the Lord interposed at the cry of His people, and comforted their hearts.

A last instruction may be added—one already obvious from what has been said—viz., that the work of Dorcas was for cases of need. There is
some danger, if not watchful, of seeking to gratify ourselves in ministry of a Dorcas character; of expending our efforts upon selected cases,
of choosing such as commend themselves to us in one way or another, so that it will often happen that the needs of some of the poor saints
are abundantly met, while those of others are almost entirely overlooked. The antidote is to have Christ Himself before us as the object of our
ministry, only remembering that, as it was not our merit, but our necessities, that drew forth His heart in service for us, so likewise the only
incentive to our loving ministry to His own should be their needs. In other words, all our service must be drawn forth by the constraining love
of Christ; for it is possible to bestow all our goods to feed the poor and yet to be without divine charity (1 Corinthians 13), and hence without
any promptings of the heart of Christ. Christ, therefore, must be the motive; Christ must be the object, and Christ must be expressed in all
our service.

E. D.

Christian Friend: Volume 3, Light From Heaven Above the Brightness of the Sun, A (9:1-8)

| would desire particularly to ask the question, Why was it that Jehovah said to Moses—who was a good man, as we should popularly term it—
“Draw not nigh hither: put off thy shoes from oil thy feet” (Ex. 3:5); but to a wretched rebel like Saul of Tarsus, in the hour when his malignity
against Christ was at its height, God, as it were, draws nigh to him, addresses him by name, and then and there takes him up to make him a
pattern of the grace that is in His own heart? There surely must be some weighty reason to account for the different way in which the blessed
God acted in both these cases. Let us look a little at both. Moses, as | have said, was a man remarkable in his day for the very opposite of
that which distinguished Saul of Tarsus, raised up as well as fitted of God to lead forth Jehovah’s people out of Egypt; and yet, when he
ventured to draw nigh and look at the burning bush, he is not permitted, Jehovah Himself insisting on distance between Moses and Himself.
Surely it is not that the blessed God is in any sense indifferent to the sorrows or afflictions of enslaved Israel. What a beautiful word that is—
“l have surely seen the affliction of my people which are in Egypt, and have heard their cry by reason of their taskmasters; for | know their
sorrows!” And yet, to the man who is to carry out all that is expressed in such words, Jehovah says, “Draw not nigh;” and Moses hid his face,
for he was afraid to look upon God.

The very contrary and contrast of all this is supplied in what is commonly called the conversion of Saul. Why is it that God keeps up distance
with Moses, and Himself draws nigh to a persecutor like Saul? The answer is at once simple and plain, His own Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, had
died upon the cross, and in death had so completely glorified God respecting all that was contrary to Him, that what God was not free to do in
consistency with His own character in the day of Moses, He is perfectly free to do in the day of Saul of Tarsus. In the day of Exodus 3, and up
to the cross of the Lord Jesus Christ, man, as a child of Adam, was recognized by God, and although fallen and ruined, had demands made
upon him by God in righteousness; in other words, God was requiring from man what man was both unable and unwilling to give. Man was
still on his trial, and because so, to him as such God says, You cannot come near Me; “draw not nigh hither.” The blessed God may, and does,
bear with man, test him and prove him in every way; but nearness to God is that which cannot be known, while as yet the first man is allowed
a standing before God.

But it may be said, Why could not God have granted nearness to Himself, or Himself drawn nigh to a sinner, as in the case of Saul of Tarsus,
on the ground of the sacrifice of Christ TO BE offered? The answer is as simple as it is plain: so long as the history of the first man (or man as
connected with Adam) is not closed or ended, as long as man is allowed a place, though on trial, God must, while demanding from him, keep
him at a distance, else we should have a willful, rebellious creature allowed on that ground, and brought into that relationship which is true
only of the one who is in Christ a new creation; and beside all this, as long as the first man is a recognized existence before God, God must, in
consistency with Himself, demand from him; but this very demanding from him is in itself keeping man at a distance, as he cannot meet the
claims of a Holy God. When | speak of the first man, | mean man as he is by nature connected with Adam, who brought ruin upon the race;
and when | speak of a recognized existence, and God making demands upon it, | mean that judgment had not been executed upon it: God
looked at man as still to be tested and tried, and consequently looked for what became Him from man.

But to turn to the history of Saul of Tarsus; how different it is there. God comes to give righteousness, not to look for it or demand it. His Son,
the Lord Jesus Christ, had been to earth, had died on the cross, and by His precious death had both completely and fully glorified God, as well



as judged and condemned sin in the flesh, and in doing so He most blessedly and righteously supplied an answer to every righteous claim of
a holy God. God can now come out and express His love for the sinner, yea, for the very chief of sinners; and here it may be well to look at
what made Saul of Tarsus the chief of sinners. It surely was not that he was an immoral man, or an outcast from society, as we say: were he
of this character he would never have been selected for, and charged with, the mission on which he was running when God stopped him; on
the contrary, Philippians 3 tells us that Saul was one unequaled among his fellows for morality. “If any other man thinketh that he hath
whereof he might trust in the flesh, | more: circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the
Hebrews; as touching the law, a Pharisee; concerning zeal, persecuting the church; touching the righteousness which is in the law,
blameless.”

What then constituted him chief of sinners? not immorality, not the gross wickedness at which refined society blushes, but the dreadful will
and malignant opposition with which he set himself against the purpose and mind of God. Hear his own account of it: “I verily thought with
myself, that | ought to do many things contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth. Which thing | also did in Jerusalem: and many of the saints
did | shut up in prison, having received authority from the chief priests; and when they were put to death, | gave my voice against them. And
| punished them oft in every synagogue, and compelled them to blaspheme; and being exceedingly mad against them, | persecuted them
even unto strange cities.” (Acts 26:9-11) Who could conceive willfulness or hatred of Christ and God more desperate than this? To force from
city to city the scattered saints of God, and not this only, but to compel them to blaspheme the one who was to them above everyone; on
whose account they are suffering at the hands of this relentless hater of Jesus of Nazareth.

Oh, what contrasts rise up before the soul as we think of it! With our natural thought of God and His ways, what should you predicate would
be the course He must adopt with a wretch like Saul, breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the object of his
terrible hate? Why, of course you say, Almighty power would sweep from the earth such a plague; the sword of divine vengeance and justice
must be unsheathed to overtake such an one in his wild wickedness. But oh, how different from all this natural thought of God was His
blessed way with poor Saul. Stop him God will; but with what? with the pit? No; but with glory. A light from heaven, above the brightness of
the sun, shone round about him. At midday, when the sun is brightest, Saul is arrested by that which is brighter still. What a sight! A scorner,
despiser, hater of Christ in heaven, awakened, arrested, addressed by that very blessed one Himself— “Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou
Me?” That very one Himself, too, who had been on the cross, under the judgment, because of man’s sin—that very one Himself who, in that
wonderful moment, knew what it was to be forsaken of God, that such as Saul might never be forgotten of Him; now risen up from among the
dead, and received up into glory. He it is who commands the rays of that glory to fall upon the persecutor’s path, draws nigh to him, speaks
to him, comes not to hurl him into the bottomless pit, but to take him up, in the riches of grace and mercy, to give him forgiveness,
righteousness, glory, to make a pattern man of him, a chosen vessel unto Himself, to bear His name before the Gentiles, kings and children of
Israel. Such is the way of His grace now, even to the vilest sinner. Christ has died, and by His death righteousness has been established; the
love of God, which was not set free to travel out to sinners until righteousness is established, now goes out worldwide. There is not only
salvation for the vilest sinner, but glory. It is the very joy of the heart of God to minister now everything from Himself to sinners, even the
vilest of the vile, and to make them not only vessels of mercy in themselves, platforms as it were upon which the blessed God makes
declarations of His grace and goodness; but He delights to make them living witnesses of what His own Son the Lord Jesus can be to them, as
well as what great things He has done for them.

W.T.T.

Girdle of Truth: Volume 6, Divine Intercourse (9:1)

How finely the voice from heaven varies its tone in the story of Saul's conversion, as given to us in Acts 9:1

When it challenges the persecutor, how peremptory it is! how loudly it speaks 1 When it addresses itself' to the disciple, (Ananias) how it
approaches him as with the accents of a well-known voice, and in the style of full personal intimacy 1 When it rebukes the servant, (this same
Ananias) how decisive! and yet giving witness that love was undisturbed, unchanged, because the rebuked servant was still, and immediately
put into further service as one trusted and valued.

Precious are these various ways of Him with whom we have to do. How ought we to trust the one whose love can thus array itself in these its
different suits and styles! He will challenge us when our condition demands it; rebuke us, or speak intimately to us; and His love approves
itself equally in each, for our good and blessing is the end proposed and accomplished.

And man, under the drawing and teaching of the Spirit, answers this voice in beauty and fitness also.

The persecutor fell under it at once. He could not but do so. It was as Adam behind the trees of the garden. Saul could not help calling Jesus "
Lord" at that moment. It was the necessary utterance of one in such a condition. But as this one is led of God, he follows in beauty and
fitness. | mean this: when called by the voice from the glory that had laid the sentence of death in him, to arise and stand on his feet, he did
so, and appears from that moment as one separated to that voice, or to what had now happened to him. Like Peter, in a kindred moment of
conviction, he thought not of the sinking boat, so occupied was his soul with the impressions of the glory or of God upon his spirit; and so Paul
now. The three days' want of food anal the loss of sight, were, | believe, as nothing to him. He had been separated to that moment in its full
power. He had looked on Him whom he had pierced, and was apart; as in another kindred moment, the house of David and of Shimei will be,
husbands and wives. (Zech. 12)

But there is another answer which the voice from heaven gets in this striking scene. Ananias answers it as well as Saul; and according to the
relations in which he stood to it answers it likewise in beauty and fitness.

The voice, as we have seen, addressed him in all blessed, gracious intimacy. Ananias' style shows that (Abraham-like) his spirit was at home
in the presence of it-in the presence of the glory from whence it came. He takes his place instinctively before it. " Behold, | am here, Lord," he



says; and then, the voice giving its orders and revealing its secrets, Ananias replies, (Jeremiah-like, or Peter-like in such cases,) intimating
that the Lord seemed to be making some mistake, that these directions needed some correction, or at least, interpretation. And surely, this
was answering the intimacies of grace with the confidence of faith. This was like Moses speaking face to face, as a man would speak with his
friend. And this was indeed beautiful in its place. Such a spirit of faith, being of divine operation, was acceptable to God, and sweet to us. It
was as Jonah in chap. iv. |, though not so marked; and, like Jonah, Ananias has then to be rebuked and corrected, and is given to know that
the error was all his own, and not the Lord's.

When Ananias had questioned the orders he had received to go to Saul of Tarsus, " Go thy way," says the Lord to him. This was a third voice
from heaven, as we have already seen; and this voice, like the earlier voices, is answered in all beautiful fitness. Ananias at once goes, and
the moment he sees Saul, he addresses him on the sole authority of the voice he had now heard, and in the spirit which that voice inspired.
The Lord had said, " he is a chosen vessel unto me;" and Ananias now addresses him " brother Saul."

How perfect, like all the rest, this is!

The first voice, convicting the sinner, is answered by the sinner separating himself to it. The second voice, addressing the saint, is answered
by the saint in like confidential intimacy. The third voice, rebuking and arresting the servant, is answered, not only by an act of obedience,
but by that act being conducted and carried out in the very style and spirit which that voice was inspiring, in fullest concord with the mind
which had directed and awakened it.

This scene gives us, then, in the person of Ananias, an instance of that intimacy with the Lord which faith has reached, and deems itself
entitled to. And, let me say, faith has not, in this, over calculated its rights. Grace warranted this intimacy at the very beginning, at the
creation. God then, as we know, delighted in the work of his hand as it grew up and came forth day by day, and when all was completed at
the close of the sixth day, looking on all, He tasted rich delight, and consecrated the seventh day in memory of this His rest and refreshment.

But in addition to this, man becomes the source of special delight. Man had been signalized as the chief point in the whole workmanship, and
the head of the whole scene. Peculiar care was used in setting him in the garden, enriched and blest, crowned and espoused, and altogether
satisfied. And then the Lord seeks his company. " The Lord God walked in the garden in the cool of the day, and called unto Adam and said
unto him, Where art thou?" He was seeking companionship with that chiefest and most excellent work of His hands, as though companionship
with him was to complete His enjoyments. The Lord sought man. " Adam, where art thou?" " His delights were with the sons of men," as He
says in another place; and then, as at the very beginning, He gave warrant and title to man to know this intimacy. | need not say how Adam
disappointed this divine desire towards him. But the desire survives, and it is still said, " My delights are with the sons of men."

Among those of the people of God who have specially illustrated this personal intimacy with the Lord we might first notice Abraham. The
Lord, in. deep and full grace, warranted this, and drew Abraham into it; but Abraham, in faith, read his title to it, and used it. | need not notice
the occasions; they shew themselves clearly in the progress of the story. Moses afterward is seen in the same place. He converses with the
Lord as a man with his friend. He debated matters with the Lord, as one that would know divine secrets and reasons, and give his own mind,
and express his own difficulties and sorrows.

As we advance we find Jeremiah of this same class. He would speak to the Lord about His doings and judgments, and inquire of Him
respecting the grounds and meaning of His commands.

Jonah, also, another among the prophets, gives us another instance of the same. He is very bold, telling the Lord how it was, and how he had
known it would be, between God and himself.

And this intimacy is not reduced when we enter the New Testament. | speak not, however, of the intercourse disciples had with he Lord in the
days of His ministry among them; but of that intercourse and intimacy which faith still held with Him after He was glorified, when He took, in
a divine sense, the relationship to them which He had had of old with patriarchs and prophets.

We see samples of this in Ananias, to which | have already referred, in Acts 9, in Peter in Acts 10, in Paul in Acts 22 Now these three reasoned
certain points with the Lord, the glorified Jesus, as Abraham or Jeremiah and others had reasoned points with the Lord God in their earlier
days. Ananias, Peter, and Paul may all be, in error, more or less, and have to be rebuked, and get their judgments corrected; but still they
enjoy an intimacy which it is blessed to think of. They are dealing with one well known by them, and on a title fully approved and justified,
Surely again | may say, it is blessed to think of it. And | ask, Is this still to be so? Is the soul to know it, in this day of the Holy Ghost and of an
absent Jesus?

The posture of Lazarus at the table with his Lord, and at the side of his Lord, expresses this character of communion. It is found in company
with the worshipping Mary and the serving Martha-all beautiful in their place and season. (John 12)

And so the soul knows its present title to the same, though it as well knows how poorly it enjoys it, and how nature and the enemy will hinder
it in that, its right and joy. But so it is. We are straitened in our bowels, not in our calling; in our experience, not in our condition. Through the
Scriptures, and taking occasion by reason of our daily circumstances, we may use this place which has been open to the elect from the
beginning. It is surely ours in this day of the Spirit, if it were theirs who walked with God in the infant-day of patriarchs, or in the advancing
times of prophets, who had not, however, reached the dispensation of the Spirit, given on the ascension to glory of the Son of man. as we
have done.

And | still ask, Is this still to be so? Is this eternal in its character? Is this to be the same in the coming days of the glory, as it has already
been in days of patriarchs, of prophets, and of apostles, and as it is now? The holy hill, where we see the glorified, answers this. Speaking of
Jesus there transfigured, the evangelist says, " And behold there talked with him two men, which were Moses and Elias, who appeared in
glory, and spake of his decease, which he should accomplish at Jerusalem."



Here was intimacy of just the same character as at the tent in the plain of Mamre, or within the cloudy tabernacle in the wilderness, or in the
court of the prison at Jerusalem, or outside the gate of the city of Nineveh, or on the roof of the house of Simon the tanner, or in the temple
with Paul. All is unchanged. Scenes change as much as they well can, in all this vast variety-tent-doors, wildernesses, prisons, house-tops,
temples, and the like; but the realms of glory, where the translated saints have joined their ascended Lord, claims to be another of the same
places, and to witness and exhibit that intimacy which began at the beginning, and has been continued throughout.

All ages, then, give us samples of this intimacy, this divine intercourse. Patriarchal, Mosaic, prophetic, evangelic ages, all illustrate it, and the
days of the glory will do the same. This intercourse is something of its own kind. It is not grace giving a gift and faith accepting it. It is not the
soul exercised in prayer, or intercession, or thanksgiving, or praise; These things are so, | need not say; but it is none of these. It is of its own
generation, and bespeaks the title which the believer consciously enjoys of coming near to God, not as a suppliant, or as a worshipper, but as
one that has been let into His confidence.

And | believe till we take this place, till " we thus walk and talk with Jesus," we have not fully obeyed that form of doctrine which God, in the
riches of the grace of His gospel, has 'delivered to us.

Wonderful! save that God is God. He laid Himself out for this enjoyment of His creature, when His creature was untainted and in innocency.
The entrance of sin did not hinder this, but this intercourse continued among the fruits of that grace which put sin away, and if the entrance
of sin has not hindered it, neither shall the display of glory. The garden, the ruined world, the kingdom in its glories are alike the scenes of it;
each and all maintains and witnesses the divine intercourse, this companionship of God with man.

The Evangelist: Volume 2 (1868), "I Am Jesus." (9:10-15)

Acts 9:10-15.

ONE thing that gives intense interest to this Scripture is, that the Lord Himself is acting in it. We are prone, in thinking of the Lord’s work, or
even in witnessing it, to be taken up with what the visible actors are about, —what Peter, or John, or Philip, or Stephen may be doing, —what
this preacher or that gift may be occupied in; and surely these things have their interest, and ought, in the souls of God’s people. The Holy
Spirit acts by men on earth as well as in them, and therefore it can never be wrong for Christian people to love, help, and pray for those
whom He is using for good, and this irrespective of personal likes or dislikes. | must be very narrow-thoughted if | do not see that God is
working in various spheres, and by different individuals, who would not, perhaps, act together. | am speaking of things as they are. In the
beginning of the history, in the early chapters of this book, things were blessedly as they ought to be— “all with one accord in one place,” as
we get at the opening of the second. They had previously waited together in the upper room, continuing with one accord in prayer and
supplication—earnest of coming blessing surely, which the day of Pentecost made good. And then the effect of the Holy Ghost in power
among them was to make them of one heart and of one soul, caring for each other as members of one common family—the new family
formed by the faith and hope of the gospel. From thence testimony flowed; and though there was soon a dispersion—a scattering if you
will—yet it was not in heart. The scattered disciples preached the gospel; diffused with joy the tidings of a crucified and risen Lord; knew He
was in heaven; had their hearts filled with Him; loved to recognize one another as having interests which the world around knew not of; as
being, in short, a peculiar people—in the world, and not of it. Their mission was to tell of Jesus, to make known His love. Now it is the
activities, of the Spirit of God, if | may use the expression, that we find in the opening chapters of this book, His working in these dear people
as the witness of Jesus, and particularly by some of them, who were full of the Holy Ghost. (4:8, 7:55.) Jesus had gone into heaven; they had
spoken of Him as being there; their testimony was a testimony to Him as being there; but now a great blow is being aimed at the Church—a
fierce persecution arises; and what is so intensely interesting is, that at this crisis the Lord Jesus Himself appears in the work. No servant now.
The Lord of all will meet the persecution. “l am Jesus.” This is something worth notice. His interest in all that concerns His sheep, His feeble
flock, is not a whit less deep in heaven than when He suffered for them on the cross. (Love in God is eternal, unchangeable; ever fresh, and
ever free. It is a living love, the same today as yesterday, the same forever.) He will superintend the case of Saul of Tarsus Himself; and in
thus doing, having laid him low, He speaks to Ananias in a vision. This is what | would notice. He calls Him by name. Jesus speaks. O blessed
communication! The disciple hears and answers. The sheep knows the Shepherd’s voice. The communication is most interesting; for the Lord
tells His disciple all that was happening in another house, and to another soul. He lets him know it as friend communicates to friend. He tells
him that which interests himself: “Behold, he prayeth.” And is it not a wondrous consolation this, that the Lord is interested in a poor stricken
sinner’s prayer? How little do we read His heart! But look again. The servant speaks to Him, —tells out his fear, —tells his simple tale as freely
as he would to his fellow-man. And this is blessed surely! The soul that knows the Lord can tell Him all things. Here is complaint as well as
fear. “This man” is an object of dread to Ananias. He has done evil—evil to the saints—thy saints. What a terrible thing, such an accusation
going up from one afflicted soul against another! But who does it go up to? Does it not remind you of Elijah, on another occasion (1 Kings 19),
his face in his mantle, and his heart poured out to God in intercession against Israel? “Lord, they have killed thy prophets, and dragged down
thine altars; and | am left alone; and they seek my life, to take it away.” ‘Who, | say, does it go up to? God, the blessed God! Does He not see
it all? He does. But what is He looking at? The faithful remnant. “Yet have | left me seven thousand in Israel that have not bowed the knee to
Baal.” God is patient. “You, my servant, must have patience too. Your path is through the wilderness, and thence to heaven.” And if in that
day there was light amidst the darkness, by the revelation of God, is it not so still? If the cloud of sorrow was so thick upon the servant’s eyes
that he could see only the evil and the ruin—if he needed the voice of the Lord Himself to remind him or to tell him of the remnant in his day,
may it not be still the same? Is Ananias heeded when he tells his tale? He is. But he has to learn that the thoughts of a risen and a glorified
Lord Jesus are higher far than his thoughts; that let the swelling wave rise high and furious as it will below, the Lord who dwelleth on high is
mightier; and not only so, but “mercy rejoiceth against judgment” (James 2); or, as the margin has it, glorieth against judgment. “Go thy way;
for he is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name.” Ah, wondrous love and grace! Pattern of all long-suffering! Who would not praise, and
bless, and magnify this gracious, heavenly Lord Jesus! All authority and power, all might is His. “Go thy way” is His commandment. Do the
gracious work | give thee; but His love, His condescension, tells the secret of His heart— “He is a chosen vessel unto me.” No fear now,
Ananias; the service is not terrible now. Blessed be His holy nhame! Who would not fear Him! Yea, who would not love Him too—the Lord, the
restorer of all!
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Reading

There is, but I'm waiting on the brethren. Is there? What's the brethren thing? The Lord put something on your heart that carry it through
though. What do you think, Robert? We go on from verse 10 or? It'll be fine. | | think we did comment on that verse, but that's a good place to
get the thought connection. Acts Chapter 9 and verse 10. And there was a certain disciple at Damascus named Ananias. And to him the Lord
said, The Lord in a vision, Ananias. And he said, Behold, | am here, Lord. And the Lord said unto him, Arise and go into the street which is
called straight, and inquire in the House of Judas for one called Saul Tarsus. For behold, he prayeth. And that seen in a vision a man named
Ananias coming in, and putting his hand on him. That he might receive his sight. Then Ananias answered, Lord, | have heard by many of this
man how much evil he hath done. Should | think that Jerusalem? And here he hath authority from the chief priests to bind all that call on my
name? But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way, for he is the chosen vessel unto him to bear my name before the Gentiles and kings, and the
children of Israel. For | will show him how great things he must suffer for my name's sake. And Ananias went his way and entered into the
house, and putting his hands on him, said, Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus that appeared unto thee in the way as thou camest, hast sent
me, that thou mightest receive thy sight, and be filled with the Holy Ghost. And immediately there fell from his eyes as it had been scaled,
And he received sight forthwith, and rose, and were baptized. And when he had received meat he was strengthened. Then saw then was Saul
certain days. With the disciples which were at Damascus, and straightway he preached Christ in the synagogue that he is the Son of God. But
all that heard him were amazed, and said, Is not this He that destroyed them, which called on this name in Jerusalem, and came hit her for
that intent, that He might bring them bound unto the chief priests. But Saul increased the more in strength, and confounded the Jews which
dwelt at Damascus, proving that this is very Christ. And after that many days were fulfilled, the Jews took counsel to kill Him. But they're
laying in wait. It was known of Saul, and they watched the gates day and night to kill him. Then the disciples took him by night and let him
down by the wall in a basket. And when Saul was come to Jerusalem, he is saved to join himself to the disciples. But they were all afraid of
him, and believed not that he was a disciple. But Barnabas took him, and brought him to the apostles, and declared unto them how he had
seen the Lord in the way, and that he had spoken to him, and how he had preached boldly at Damascus in the name of Jesus. And he was
with them coming and going out at Jerusalem any state, boldly in the name of the Lord Jesus, and disputed against the Grecians. But they
went above to slay him. Which when the brother knew, they brought him down to Caesarea and sent him forth to Tarsus. Then had the
churches rest throughout all Judeans, Galilee and Samaria, and ratified. And walking in the fear of the Lord, and in the comfort of the Holy
Ghost, he multiplied. | think it's very significant here that the Apostle Paul was forced to go to the assembly, the brethren of the assembly
there in, in, uh, the Damascus to get his instructions. The Lord appeared to him and, and smote him down on the way. And he, he learned to
say, uh, yes to the Lord, that is to own the Lord's authority in his life.

But the Lord doesn't tell him directly what he was to do. He was told that he would be told when he went into the city. And and so in that way,
the Lord connected the work that he began with Paul Saul of Tarsus and, and identified him with the work that was already ongoing. Because
this instrument, though he was a chosen one of God for special work, must work together. With the assembly that was there. It's interesting
too. Very instructive as we see here in this chapter that the, uh, man that's just saved here, Saul, needed to be trained in the school of God.
He had been trained in the school of Camelio, but now he was going to spend some time in Damascus and in Arabia, and you have this little
phrase that the Spirit of God uses. In umm verse 19 he says, and when he had received meat, he was strengthened, then was solved certain
days with the disciples which are were at Damascus, and then in verse 23. And after that many days were fulfilled, the Jews took counsel to
kill him. And then we find in verse 30 that umm that he was sent forth to Tarsus. It might be good to just turn to Galatians chapter one and
see what he says there. Of Umm chapter one of Galatians, verse 17, he says neither when | up to Jerusalem to them which were apostles
before me, but | went into Arabia and returned against Damascus. After three years, | went up to Jerusalem to see Peter and abode with him
15 days. And so we know that he was there for three years in Arabia and Damascus. How long he was in each place were not certain, but he
says there by the Spirit of God that he was there three years. And then we know that he was in Tarsus for approximately 2 years. And so he
was in the school of God and it was there in, uh, Tarsus that, uh, Barnabas went to get him. When that work in, uh, Antioch had taken place
and by the Spirit of God, he went to Acts Chapter 11, verse 25, then departed Barnabas to Tarsus to seek Saul. Well, the whole point here is
that, umm, he was in the school of God and umm, how we must appreciate that. We ought to appreciate it when we're younger in the faith
that the Lord deals with us as individuals and trains us as individuals. In a very loving and careful way, Paul now, or Saul was going to learn
something of the Lord in private, and so he didn't begin his work immediately among the Gentiles. It does say that he preached the gospel
there in Damascus and he was faithful in, umm, presenting that the Lord Jesus was very Christ, but he was in the school of God. And so we
need to recognize that the Lord deals with us in this way. In the, as individuals and be thankful for it. And so if you're young, perhaps a young
brother, uh, a young sister in this, uh, little company, this AF this morning. Umm, and you wonder why, you know, maybe the Lord hasn't just
given you something to do right away and you're saved and you just want to get active in the things of God. And it's a nice desire and, umm,
do the little work that the Lord does give you a little bit of gospel work. And that's how Paul started. He began to preach Christ. But then a
little bit later on, when he was trained of God himself, why the Lord sends Barnabas just at the right time? And he begins to do his work
among the Gentiles. Wonderful thing. So there are two things that are necessary, | suppose, in all of our lives, not just at the beginning of our
our lives as Christians, but as you and Doug have brought out, we need to be alone with the Lord in the school of God. We need to learn
lessons quietly in his presence. We cannot effectively serve the Lord in whatever sphere and ministry he's given each one of us. Unless we
spend those times in His presence learning from Himself, and then we need our brethren as well. And not only to work in fellowship with our
brethren and that which God has established, but our brethren teaches, God uses our brethren to teach us many things too. And they're a
check on us as as well. And you find, and | was thinking of what Doug said at the beginning, you find with the Apostle Paul or Saul as he goes
on, and later the apostle Paul and so on, that even as an older man in many years of service in the position.

And ministry that God gave him and it was a wonderful he had a wonderful ministry, but he always appreciated the fellowship of his brother
and he delighted to associate with fellow laborer laborers and he delighted to make sure later on he was on intro as on a Lord's day. Why? So
he could break bread in fellowship with his brethren at the Lord's table and in the presence of the of the Lord Jesus. Gathered to his name and
in answer to his request, and | believe it's, it's vital God gives us all a little service. And I'd like to just say something very practical and |, |
don't want to pick on those who are younger because we all need to be reminded of these things. But again, we're thankful for and I'm



thankful for the energy of and zeal of you. I'm not as young as | once was and I'm thankful for those who are coming on behind who have a lot
of energy and. Desire to please the Lord and serve the Lord. But remember this, there's a pattern in the act that shows that whatever
ministry or service the Lord gives us, and He gives us each something to do for Him. We need to be exercised to do it in fellowship with the
Lord, yes, but also in fellowship with our brethren, in fellowship with that which God has established as His testimony and where the Lord
Jesus is in the midst. And we do not have to step out of that, that of the fellowship of the brother of the of our brethren gathered to the Lord's
name, defined opportunities to serve the Lord. There are plenty of opportunities and ways that we can serve the Lord, be it in our home
sphere or perhaps in a little wider sphere if the Lord calls us to that. But there are plenty of opportunities. And we don't have to pray for
opportunities as much as we need to pray that our eyes will be opened and our hearts ready to avail ourselves of the opportunities that
present themselves. But | used to hear an expression when | was a young person. In our service for Christ we need to keep one foot in the
assembly and | believe that's good advice for us all. We need to keep one foot in the assembly and just give you, we won't take time to turn
to me, just allow me to give you 2 scriptures that have been a help to me over the years in balancing this subject. One is Paul said to the
Corinthians, we labor that whether present or absent, we may be accepted of him. And in our service for Christ, that is our first responsibility.
And Paul was misunderstood by the Corinthians. They questioned everything about his service and his ministry and his apostleship and his
ability to deliver his ministry. He said that's OK, we're laboring for his acceptance. But there's a little, there's a, there's something that needs
to go with that. It says of Asher in Deuteronomy. Believe it is, it says and of Asher, let him be acceptable to his brethren. You'll never
effectively serve the Lord and your brethren if you don't do it in a way that is acceptable. And if the Lord has a little service for you to do and
the time is right, not only will He not allow your brethren to stand in the way, but He will work in their hearts so they recognize it as a service
for Christ. And you will have the fellowship of your brethren. You can't please all the people all of the time. But the Lord will work in their
hearts. And you see that with the apostle Paul, don't you? Yes, he had many misunderstandings. Yes, he had many things said that could
have discouraged him. But as Paul, Saul is led on in his service and ministry, we find that slowly. Yes, but the brethren recognize that this was
a servant of God, raised up of God, and that he worked in their hearts. So that generally speaking, his ministry was accepted and the
brethren realized that this was a work of God. It's the truth of the one body, isn't it?

Happen to say every member of my body, and there's a lot of different members of my body is directed directly from the head. So it is in the
body of Christ. Directions must come from the head. But this finger of mine, if it gets directions that are to be severed from the rest of the
members and to activate in another area, it's not going to happen. It's not going to work. It has to operate in conjunction with the other
members. And that's the check that you mentioned. And | think that is really important. Remember, the Lord directs His people. And we need
to have a sensitivity before him as to what he wants us to do, but then to do it in conjunction with our brethren around. It's important.
Another thing that characterized the apostle Paul from the beginning is what we had in the end of verse 11. And | know we made a comment
about this in connection with prayer being the breath of the divine life and the confirmation to Ananias that there'd been a real work in
solidarity, soul and real conversion. But we find when we trace the ministry of Paul, that prayer was what characterized his life. It was the
secret of the of the power. Of Paul's ministry you wanna have power in your service for Christ you know we sometimes read the stories of.
Individuals in the scripture or the missionary story, early missionaries and we, we shake our heads and we say, wow, they sure had a lot of
power and fruit in their in their ministry and their service for Christ. But you read carefully their lives and you find that they were men and
women who were characterized by prayer. We cannot have power and ministry, our power in our ministry and fruit in our testimony. Unless
we're characterized by prayer, and so often we find Paul in writing to the Saints later on, not only praying for himself, but praying for his
brethren. What gave him a heart for the people of God? It was prayer. What gave him power in ministering to them? It was a love and a
prayer. And so we need to be characterized as servants of God by by prayer. There's no other way to have real power. You mentioned Robert,
about that each one of God's services put through school, uh. Can you say a little bit more about that? Are you still in school, brother? We
never get out of school. But, uh, it's interesting how the Spirit of God works with each one of us differently. And we find that, uh, Joseph was
in prison and, uh, treated in, uh, an awful way unjustly and, uh, thirteen years. And then he comes into public service. He comes before
Pharaoh. And it says in the Psalms, | think it's 105th that the word of the Lord tried him. And he must have wondered having those dreams.
And here he was that the Lord had said to him in a vision, a dream, two dreams, that his family would come to bow down before him. And he
wondered about that. Then you have Moses. And he was framed in the wilderness 40 years. He learned what it was to be humble before his
God. And so | just mentioned this in connection with the apostle Paul at the beginning of his Christian walk with the Lord. He was going to
have to learn what it was to be humble. He came to Damascus in great pomp and, uh, public ceremony and, uh, so on and, uh, pride. But he
left Damascus in a basket going over the wall. And the Lord knows how to deal with each one of us to recognize that we might recognize his
power, his authority, our own nothingness. And it was sweet in Paul's life as he learned these things that. It was going to have to be in the
power of the new light and not one being the power of the flesh that anything was going to be done for God that would be of any fruit. And so
the energy of his youth. He was a young man and then it says it's still Steven stoning and then one year later God answers Stevens prayer
approximately 1 year later and Saul is saved. Lay not this sin to their charge and God heard his prayers save them. And so this first lesson is
humility and we mentioned it yesterday.

It's an important lesson in every servant of God must learn it. Robert, I'd like to just back up and ask a moment in connection with what
you've just said about Moses to the 7th chapter. | think there's a very significant comment that Steven makes in his final presentation to the
leaders in Israel concerning Moses might just say that when you read the Old Testament, you don't find Moses life delineated as far as it
spelled out that it was three sets of 40 years. But when you come to the 7th of Acts, Steven takes it up in those three segments. Of 40 years,
but I just want to notice versus 23 and four, No versus 22 and three. And Moses was learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians and was
mighty in words and deeds. And when he was fully 40 years old it came to his heart to visit his brethren, the children of Israel. We find that
for the 1St 40 years of Moses life, as you say, he spent it in the court of Pharaoh, in the schools of man. And the schools of man teach us that
man is everything that we can do it. There's a spark of divinity within each one of us. And if it's placed in the proper environment and flamed
and it'll flame up into something beautiful and wonderful, and you've got natural abilities and used those abilities to their full and so on. And
so the schools of man teach us that we're something. But you know, when he came out of school of, of man, he was a man mighty in words
and deeds, but that wasn't the kind of material God could use. Now it's interesting that he had a heart for his people at 40 years of age. But
he wasn't ready to really serve the people of God in the capacity that God had for him. In fact, if we read on, we find that his spirit really
wasn't right. His heart was right, but he hadn't learned the lessons that God had for him. He'd learned the lessons in the school of man. And
so we find then that he spends the next 40 years of his life in what Robert and Bob have been talking about, the school of God. And it's
interesting if you go back to the Old Testament when the Lord appeared to him. Uh, after that and SE was gonna send them to Pharaoh, he
said, oh Lord, | can't go in and stand before Pharaoh. Why | can't even talk properly. He as much as said, well, | just stutter and stammer.



That's not the man we just read about coming out of the school of man. He was a man mighty in words and deeds. But in 40 years he learned
that man is nothing in himself, that you have to depend upon God. But when he came out of the school of God, that was the kind of material
God could use, a man who had learned. His the faithfulness of God and his own nothingness. And so he was to go forward depending on God.
And we know that God then sent him to Pharaoh and used him in a mighty way, and to lead the children of Israel out of Egypt and across the
wilderness, and so on. You say, but God won't have a great work for me to do like that. No, but for every little service and ministry we must
come from learning that man in himself is nothing. That God is everything, and that we can go forth with that in that little ministry depending
on God, and be used for the blessing of the people of God and in testimony to others. So we need not the schools of men, and Paul had been
in the school of men, as you say, but in Philippians. After he got out of the school of God, he counted the things, even the things that he had
learned in the religious schools of men and all those natural things. And religion after the flesh, he said. | count them, but nothing. | leave
them behind. They're nothing. I've got Christ now and that was his whole goal and object before him in the 7th of Acts there, Jim, where
you're talking like they call attention to verse 35 in connection with Moses says this Moses, whom they refused saying, who made thee a ruler
and a judge, the same did God send to be a ruler. And to deliver by the hand of the Angel which appeared to him in the Bush. Interesting
those two comments, a ruler and a judge.

It's relatively easy, brethren, to be a judge of matters, to see things that are not right and say that's not right. But what did it cost Moses to
become a ruler and a deliverer? It was those 40 years in the desert when he learned. Or shall we say he unlearned all the wisdom of Egypt,
and he learned in the school of God that God was sufficient. Then God could use him not as a ruler and a judge, but as a ruler and a deliverer.
Brethren, | must say it's been a challenge in my own soul. So often we see difficulties amongst God's people. It's relatively easy to be a judge
of those matters. Are we deliverers or are we judges? And that's why we need the school of God and we're all in it. And like you say, Robert,
we really never get out of the school of God. But there is a time when God prepares his servants. In the case of Saul, it was Arabia. There
were three years there. We don't read what happened in Arabia. We don't know. He was alone with God. And it's important to get our
bearings with the Lord. | see sometimes young people really want to serve the Lord. It's nice you appreciate that, but you've got to get your
bearings with God. That's so vital, so important. And then we have to work in conjunction with those that are fellow members of that same
body. But it's important to get our our direction from God. But | think it takes the the school of God. To bring us down to where we can be not
rulers and judges, but deliverers of God's people. What a tremendous man of God Moses turned out to be. You might say 40 years most is
what are you doing out there in the desert? 40 years? You're wasting your time out there taking care of a few sheep. Come on, Moses, you
were learning all the wisdom of Egypt. It wasn't wasted time for God. And what a man of God Moses turned out to be. The other case you
mentioned, Robert of Joseph, often thought of those 13 years. Because he was 17 when he went out of his father's house. He was 30 years
when he came to the throne. 13 years. Everything seemed to go wrong. Just everything. Nothing seemed to go for poor just. But he kept on.
And one day. Just one day you woke up in prison. At the end of that day, he was Prime Minister of Egypt. What a story. What a story. Oh,
young people, be faithful to the Lord. Don't question the circumstances in your life that you can't seem to understand. God is in it, and if you
can take it from the hand of God, it's going to be a blessing for you now. Just like to call attention to Moses as well. Just to add to what you
said, brother Bob, in Exodus chapter 32 and verse 30. And here you see the effect of being in the school of God in those forty years. Instead
of being a ruler and a judge. Now he's an interceder for his people. Exodus chapter 32, verse 30. It came to pass on the Morrow that Moses
said unto the people, he has sinned a great sin. And now | will go up to the Lord, her adventure. | shall make an atonement for your sin.
Moses returned unto the Lord, and said, O this people have sinned a great sin, and have made them gods of gold, yet now with thou wilt
forgive their sin. And if not, block me, | pray thee out of thy book which thou hast written. Well, you know, he interceded for the people of God
and, uh, a true shepherd he had become. He put himself in the harm's way, if you will, and uh, would desire the blessing of God's people. And
so instead of just ruling, it says, umm, in connection with Ruth. Uh, I'm not going to quote it, right. So maybe it will just turn to the book of
Ruth. The first verse | think it is.

It came to pass in the days when the judges ruled, Not when the judges shepherded, not when the judges interceded for the people of God,
but when they ruled and perhaps they their heart was not right with the Lord. Oh, what a lovely to see how Moses had a care and love, a
genuine care and a love for the people of God. You find it with Paul too, and the Lord values that. That Paul the Apostle could pray for the
Saints and those two prayers are recorded in Ephesians and, uh, many other prayers to the apostles. So we find in Acts Chapter 9 here the
first prayer that he prays. And he's got to get right with the Lord, but the Lord works with them for five years, that he might intercede for the
people of God. There are three things here in verse 15 that Ananias tells, uh Saul that the Lord told him. Says that the Lord said unto him, Go
thy way, for he is a chosen vessel unto me. To bear my name before Genti, the Gentiles and kings, and the children of Israel. We've been
speaking about the school of God and, umm, it would seem that Paul. Here Saul, umm, the first thing given to him is Gentiles, but really in his
life it seems like in the reverse order he applied them. And the school of God finally, in the end, gave him to, uh, express, uh, extend his
ministry principally to the Gentiles. | don't say that that was all wrong about Paul, but it's, uh, those three things that he was commissioned to
do. And he had a real love for his brethren. And it probably took precedence in his ministry in the earlier years. And it got him into trouble, as
it were, when he went up to Jerusalem. With the thought that he could still do something towards them. But it does prove the heart of God
towards Israel in the way that he did it. His motive was right. In it. And so it is, uh, it's nice to see that how the Lord uses, uh, a servant like
this who was so faithful and he did fulfill these three things. It's also important to see that. The large, the one that gets the work. And in fact,
he chooses the work. That a vessel does. We say. | need to do something for the Lord and God puts that desire in our hearts to do something
for the Lord. But the actual it's God's work. It's not man's work, it's God's work. And and God in doing his work has chosen to use people to do
it for him. And he decides who's going to do what. And he tells each one what he wants them to do. And sometimes it's just well to set before
the Lord and. Weighed upon him to make a choice as to work to be done and then communicate that and as it's done here. In truth, Ananias
knew because the Lord told him, but he isn't the one that tells Paul what his work is. Ananias didn't say Paul, the Lord wants you to do this,
that or the other. And so when Ananias goes his way and he's been told this. But. The Lord says to Ananias in verse 16, | will show him, not
you will show him, but | will show him. And the Lord isn't going to tell you to tell me I'm going to suffer this or that for his namesake. But the
Lord directly with Paul is going to have to say to Paul, you are going to suffer this for my name's sake. When it comes to that side of it, uh, we
would like to tell somebody maybe a great thing or a nice thing that they can do for the Lord. Well, what about the other side? Would we
wanna say, you're gonna really run into trouble when you do this or that? No, the Lord himself as Lord enters directly into the matter. And in
verse 17 he says, 16 | will show him how great things he must suffer. And then when Ananias actually sees him in verse 17, what he says to
him is the Lord even Jesus hath appeared unto thee in the way that thou camest.

And has sent me what? That thou mightest receive thy sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit. And immediately that takes place. And we have
the fellowship, uh, that Paul needed. And the use of Ananias is in service to him and so on. Just to further show the same point, go back to



Moses. Umm calling if you will to service in Exodus. Chapter 3. | Yes. Chapter 3. Here's how Moses is told what he's gonna do for service for
the Lord. Verse 7, Moses is out in the desert. He's feeding his father in law's flock. He's not thinking about what am | going to do for the Lord.
He's just doing what he does. What had been given to him He had no, he had a heart for the people of God, but that wasn't the reason to be
doing anything really in itself. He's just living out his daily life at this point. And, uh, the Lord had prepared him, unknown to himself. He didn't
know he was 40 years being prepared for something, although he was. And he's living his daily life. And so he says, the Lord appears. Uh, and
not to get too much detail, he says, verse 7, the Lord says to him, | have surely seen the affliction of my people which are in Egypt, and have
heard their cry by reason of their taskmasters, for | know their sorrows. Now who's going to do what? Per SE, |, Jehovah the Lord, and come
down to deliver them. That's the first words out of his mouth of the Lord with respect to something that's going to happen. |, the Lord have
come down to deliver. We already talked about Moses being a great deliverer, but in truth, the beginning of it wasn't Moses. And the
emphasis that's kept in Moses heart for the whole of his life and his service from this point forward is. Always, from the very beginning, the
Lord having said to him, I, the Lord, am come down to deliver. Out of the hand of the Egyptians to bring them out of the land and so on. And
uh, verse 10, he now says to Moses, Come now therefore, and | will send thee unto Pharaoh. And uh, Moses objects. | think there's 10
objections he gives to doing what he was being told to do and to do the service that he was being called to. | think he objects over 10 things
until finally, as it were, the Lord says Moses, stop objecting and just obeying and get on with it. And Moses does that. And, uh, the work
begins and goes forward. But again, | say, brethren, it's, it's important to start with. God has a work to do and he chooses servants to do it.
He then communicates to his, the one that he has chosen to do that work. And then you get the fellowship of others seen in it. You can see it
in Acts 13 where the, the, there's several servants sitting there waiting. Well, let's turn to it. Only take a moment more to finish the thought.
Acts 13 and verse one. Now there were in the church that was in Antioch certain prophets and teachers, as Barnabas sent me in, that was
called Niger and Lucius of Cyrene and Mayon, which had been brought up with Herod the teacher, Arkansas. Now here you have a, you might
say, uh, A room. And there's these capable men of God sitting there and seemingly idle. But what's the work of God? Well, verse two, they
ministered to the Lord and fasted and the Holy Spirit said, separate me, Saul and Barnabas. Now of the collection that was there, the Spirit of
God made a choice. The Spirit said | want this one and | want that one and the Spirit chose them. And for the work wherein | have called
them, as he only could do the calling, they couldn't choose among themselves.

We see at work over here, we see a need over here, which one of us should go do it. Umm, and, and off they went. But it says verse 3. And
when they had fasted and prayed and laid their hands on them, here's the fellowship side of it. They recognized together in fasting and
prayer that yes, this was really a word from the Spirit. And then they go and show the fellowship with them and send them away. It's true we
see later instances where for example, Paul was called come over into Macedonia and help us and so on. And there is that expression of
need, but. And request for help and so on. But in the principle of it, it's always God's work. He chooses the servants. The servants are sitting
there as that were available and waiting. He communicates the word to them and then they go do it. Going on to the next verse, UH-16, we
have the suffering. For | will show him how great things he must suffer for my name's sake. Now, | don't believe that was just a punishment
upon Saul for the way he had lived. Uh, he had persecuted the church and God works all things together. Yes, Paul would have to accept and
say, yes, | deserve to be persecuted myself because I, | did it to others. But the wonderful thing about it, this, this really is, | believe, a path of
blessing. This is learning something of our risen Christ in glory, uh, the suffering man who was delivered and taken up into heaven. And |
believe in a certain sense it characterizes us in Christianity. We're following a savior that was rejected. And in as much as we associate with
him in heaven, we have to accept a part of suffering here on earth rejected. The testimony of Christianity is not an accepted religion openly
well received in the world. It is the opposite. And so it is a good thing for us to learn this, that we're not following a hero that's well accepted.
It's good to learn that we are following a rejected savior, though He's been delivered from this world and there's much this could lead us
down along, uh, meditation, I'm sure the, the subject of suffering, but | just like to turn to. Philippians chapter 3 to see how that | believe Paul
learned the blessing of this following the Lord Jesus, uh, and being suffering for it in Philippians chapter 3. Uh and uh, verse, uh, I'll begin with
verse 8. Paul is speaking here. Yeah, doubtless | count all things but loss for the Excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord. For
whom | have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but done, that | may win Christ, and be found in him, not having mine own
righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith, that | may know
him. That's Christ, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his suffering being made conformable. Unto his death. It's so
beautiful to see and Paul hear one who realized experimentally in his life the blessing of accepting this course of being persecuted. And
suffering and what a what a testimony it wrought in his life as a servant of Jesus Christ, he became so occupied with the wonder of his
person. There isn't man in glory that he had seen that all of these things here on earth became.

Unimportant as far as the the suffering part of it. And he really counted it a privilege to follow this kind of a path. | think this is a real secret
for us as Christians to learn a little in some measure the reality of this. | know we aren't outwardly persecuted in this country like in early
Christianity, but still there's a stigma and you have to go against the current. As it were to be faithful to Christ and be rejected. Uh, it may not
be nails and whips and lashes, but there are insults and other kinds of persecutions that we must bear. And in, in as much as we do that, |
believe we will learn to know more of this man in the glory Christ Jesus that Paul, uh, got acquainted with through the experiences of life.
Philippians 1/29, right? For unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, not only to believe on Him, but also to suffer for his safety. So there are
really two kinds of ways we can suffer. As Doug has pointed out, many of our brethren today are suffering physical persecution,
imprisonment, and facing martyrdom. But as Doug has said, we may never face that kind of thing. And | used to read a verse and ponder it
and wonder how it really applied to us in North America and other countries. And that is the verse that says all they that will live godly in
Christ Jesus. Shall suffer persecution. It doesn't say they might, but they shall suffer persecution. How do we suffer persecution in our
circumstances here? Well, there's another kind of persecution that Doug alluded to, and that's reproach. We may not suffer physically, but
there will be a reproach connected with the measure in which we live godly reflects something of Christ in our lives. And seek to follow him
and serve him, but particularly brethren, in connection with what Paul presents to us. Part the ministry that Paul was going to be given was
not going to be a popular ministry. And Paul suffered much not simply because he became a follower of Christ, but because of the ministry he
was given as to the truth of the one body and the heavenly calling of the believer. And | believe that in the measure in which you and | seek
to walk in the good of Paul's ministry. And we seek to practically express what is brought before us in Paul's epistles in our lives. We're going
to find that it's not going to be popular and I'm going to dare to say it not simply in the world as far as the ungodly, but amongst the Christian
testimony. You know, Paul at the end of his life had to say all they in Asia have turned from me. They hadn't turned from following the Lord
necessarily, but they had turned from Paul. Now | know that was true physically in Paul's day, but we can take the application. | believe the
moral application there is that in the measure in which we seek to follow what Paul sets before us by inspiration, we can't expect to be
popular even in amongst other believers. And but, and yet Paul could say to the Ephesian elders in the 20th chapter. While he had had in



every city bonds and afflictions, and he served the Lord with many tears and so on, he spoke of finishing his course with joy. There was a joy
in the heart and soul of Paul at the end of his ministry, and you and | can finish our course with joy if we seek by grace to walk in the practical
good of what Paul presents to us. | think that's what it means. Uh, Jim and Colossians, chapter one.

Where Paul is speaking about, uh, being made a minister and he says in verse 424, now rejoice in my sufferings for you fill up that which is
behind of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for his body's sake, which is the church where | am made a minister. Suffering is not something
pleasant. But it is something necessary since we live in a world we're passing through, a world where Satan is its God and Prince. We're going
to have to suffer. And it is in suffering there is the proper testimony to our heavenly calling. Judaism was a religion given for people in this
world. It was something recognized in the Earth. And the constant effort of the enemy is to make Christianity something great in this world
too. But it isn't that, brethren. We are called to heaven in heavenly glory. And | think that's why Paul suffered and why he was such a
tremendous instrument of suffering, because he brought in the heavenly calling of the church, and that was bitterly opposed. By those who
wanted to make it something great in this world, then even today if you say you don't get into politics, that's not our sphere. You're looked
down upon by Christians, they said. That's your duty to get involved in the political world and do what's right. And they refer back to those in
the Old Testament, like Daniel, like Joseph, who were high in the political world. But that was in a time when it was, uh, the calling of the
people of God was in this world, but we are called to heavenly glory. So there is a particular reproach connected with it. It's not easy, but it is
real, brethren. We should make it clear too that we don't court suffering or persecution. We don't go out and look for opportunities to suffer. |
know there are some that feel some Christians that feel we need to go out and look for opportunities to suffer and create those opportunities
and so on. That's not the thought, is it? And you find in this very chapter, Solitarsis wasn't courting persecution. He didn't live on the edge, so
to speak, on purpose. And when there was a difficulty, they let him down out of the basket and he escaped. He God gives us wisdom as as
well. But the thought the the point is, while we don't court persecution or go out and look for opportunities to suffer in the measure in which
we are faithful to Christ and the truth of God, there will be those opportunities not because we looked for them, but because we were faithful
to Christ. My mother-in-law had a little text on the wall. And she asked me to repair it about 30 two years ago, needed a little bit of work on it
and it was just very simply. No cross, no crown, and it made a deep impression on me at the time. No cross, no crowns. But | think here in
connection with the Apostle Paul at the beginning of his testimony for the Lord, it was for his namesake. It was the name of the Lord Jesus
that he had hated, but now there was no more name that was more precious to him. And it's the name of Christ that we ought to adorn and
to mention upon our lips as we love and have affection for that blessed one. And as you think of it, it cost Paul his life to give you this, these
epistles that we have, the 14 epistles that he wrote. It cost him his life. He suffered even unto death, and it cost the Lord Jesus. But as you
say, not to court umm, a persecution, but ineffection to mention the name of the Lord Jesus in a faithful way.

It's interesting that the Lord Jesus, the end of his pathway, seemed to, as far as life down here in this world is concerned, seemed to be a total
failure. Same is the case with the Apostle Paul when he is encouraging Timothy at the end that all those in Asia have turned away from me.
Seemed like it was a total failure in his life. Brethren, it's not to make something great down here that we are here. We are called to heaven,
heavenly glory. And so if it seems like things are not. That nice down here is because God is preparing us for something greater up there.
John the Baptist was another, wasn't it? You know, he might have thought his ministry was a failure. In fact, he says he was a voice of one
crying in the wilderness. And | often think you get out in the wilderness place and start talking. You say, well, nobody's listening to me.
Nobody. Nobody's here to hear me. But the Lord placed the value on his ministry. And that's what we need to do, is serve the Lord in
whatever he gives us and leave it for his commendation. And the Lord said of John the Baptist, there had not risen a greater than John the
Baptist. John might have felt his ministry was a failure, but the Lord placed the proper value on it. | just want to say too, that Paul, Saul of
Tarsus here, when he goes to up to Jerusalem, they're afraid of him. Well, he can well imagine why they don't take him in right away. Did he
let that discourage him know he had Christ before him now? And | just want to say in a practical way, maybe sometimes you try to do
something for the Lord. And you say, well, nobody appreciates it. They just don't accept me for what | what | am and just you get
discouraged. This didn't discourage Paul. He had some lessons to learn and he seemed to realize that it was going to take time to gain the
confidence of his brother. And you know, it does take time to gain the confidence of your brethren. Sometimes you do something from for the
Lord and maybe your brethren are a little skeptical. Maybe there's been something in your past and they just find it hard to say. Has there
really been that kind of a change? And is that per. Really directed for the Lord now, but give it time. Let the Lord, let the Lord work. The Lord
worked in the hearts of these brethren eventually, so they recognize that there was a real work work of God. But don't be discouraged by
what seems to be the negative attitude and reaction of your brethren so often. Leave that again for the commendation of the Lord. Just like.
Comment to that thought too oftentimes as especially as we're young, we we would like to understand the Lord's ways and the circumstances
that arise in our past. And many times it's not for us to understand what God is doing. And it may be that at some future time will understand
a few things, but it's best for us to pray for the peace that passes understanding. And. If, if we can follow your Lord. And, and if we're talking
about going through the school of God, and there's often times as we're going through the school of God, especially when we're young, that
we just don't understand the Lord's way. We would like to be able to understand, but it's better if we learn. The peace that passes under.
There's something better than understanding the Lord's ways. That's the peace that the Lord gives that passes understanding. I'd like to just
read, uh, second Timothy chapter 2 and verse 15. And this is a part of the thing, part of, uh, what will help us to understand God's ways with
us and appreciate them. Second Timothy 2 and verse 15. Study to show thyself approved unto God, a Workman that needeth not to be
ashamed, rightly dividing the worst of word of truth. Well, you notice here that. Saul spent three years in Arabia and Damascus, but then he
spent two years in Tarsus. Now why does God tell us this?

Tarsus was a city of learning. It was also the place that he was from. And so there needed to be a testimony before his own brethren in his
own home, as he was there before as, uh, Saul of Tarsus in a different way. But now he was going to render a different testimony. And |
believe the Lord allowed him to be there in Tarsus, that city of learning, that he might study the word in a different way, and he needed to be
in the word. I'll just say this is an encouragement. Perhaps there's a young brother as a young person just wants to do a little bit for the Lord,
spend time in the Word and, uh, study to show thyself approved unto God. So Paul learned, read the word of God in a different way, and he
was there in parses for two years. I've been impressed in this 18th and 19th verse where, uh, Paul gets his initial introduction to the Saints
and to the things of God according to the revelation of God, much further than what he had as a Jew. And, uh, immediately. In verse 18. He
was to receive a sight and be filled with the Holy Ghost and immediately there fell from his eyes as it had been scaled. So now he is receptive
to take in the things of God and he received sight was the first thing in verse 18 he received sight. He received it. There it was. He was
exposed to it, just as we all are. In Western civilization, which is called Christendom, even as we are, as we grow up in the home, especially
receiving these things from our parents and hearing them in the assembly, they were before the Apostle Paul. What did he do with it? Well,
there are two options you can. You can, uh, put your finger in your ear or you can receive it. And he received it. It was there and he received



it forthwith, not with hesitation. He was ready now to receive these things. And so he did. Then he arose. That takes energy. And he was
baptized. Well, this is something that he didn't put off until he felt like it. There was the opportunity and he was baptized. That's the putting in
the place of death the old man. There's no profit for him in that in the old man anymore. And so he is baptized. Then there's the third thing he
was he received me in verse 19. It was there was provided for him at the place where he was taken. He had the opportunity for it. And again,
he didn't sleep through it. He diligence himself, opened his ears to listen to these things. There was meat there, and he received it. And in
doing that and what he had already previously done. Receiving sight, baptism received me. He was strengthened. And so are we as we take
in the Scriptures. These are vital. These things are vital. That's why we're having these reading meetings and that's why. That opens the Bible
in the evening and the family and reads and explains these things. It's a tremendous Bible school, the home when you have Christian parents
that bring these things before you. So he was strengthened. Then was Paul, Saul, certain days with the disciples. That's the collective side. He
he chose his friends. This is important. He chose his friend. He was with them. He picked who he was going to be with. There was the
opportunity, of course they were there. And so it is with each of us here and this is, this is such a vital thing. He trafficked now with the
disciples. Who are we going to spend our time with when we have the opportunity to spend time, you know, when we're not at work or at
school and even there, there are opportunities. When | was in the Navy, in a squadron, there were 30 people there.

| think there was only one other believer that | knew of. But the fellow that | flew with, | was in the back seat, he was in the front. Spent two
cruises flying with that man. He got saved. And one of the persons that | was in the same stateroom with the department on the ship. He got
saved and they're still going on for the Lord. And they're picking those, uh, with whom they will associate with the disciples. And then there is
finally, as just a flowing forth from this in verse 20, straightway he preached Jesus in the synagogues. Well, he knew that was going to be
hard work. He knew what goes on in the synagogues and how that would be received. But with the boldness of faith and character, he did it
anyway. He preached Christ in Jesus in the synagogues, that he is the Son of God. His person. Well, there are six or seven things in these just
short two or three verses, | think that we can lay hold up with both hands and make them our own. And it's the life that's profitable that now
is. Like to say a word in the end of verse 17. One of the things that. Ananias said to Saul is that he would be filled with the Holy Ghost, and it's
interesting in the book of the Acts to see how often it mentions those who are filled with the Holy Spirit. In the book of Ephesians chapter 5,
we find an exhortation in that connection that | think is helpful for us. Says in verse 18. 518 And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess,
but be filled with the Spirit, speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your hearts to the
Lord. Every believer has the Spirit of God dwelling in him, but. Question of filling of the Spirit of God. There's a responsibility on our part and |
think that's why it's given an Ephesians as an exhortation be filled with the Spirit. Sometimes we are filled with other things that impede the
Spirit of God. Filliness says in John chapter three. | think it is God giveth not the Spirit by measure. And we are the ones that determine, Are
we going to let the Spirit of God fill us? Oh, it's a beautiful thing when you see a person that is so occupied with Christ. There seems to be the
filling of the Holy Spirit. Don't say that we should be occupied with ourselves, but that's God's desire is to fill these vessels of ours with His
Spirit. Steven was one who was filled with the Spirit of God and it's interesting in Acts chapter 6 to see some of the characteristics that are
mentioned about those filled with the Spirit of God noticed in chapter six of the Acts verse 3. Wherefore, brethren, look ye out seven men of
honest report. These are the deacons that we're going to do serve the tables. Full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom. Wisdom is characteristic of
them. Verse five, the same place, the whole multitude, and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Ghost. There's another
characteristic full of faith and the Spirit of God and then verse. Eight and Stephen, full of faith and power, did great wonders and miracles
amongst the people.

But in Chapter 7 you find him at the end of his life there and his testimony. Verse 55 of Chapter 7, He being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up
steadfastly into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus standing on the right hand of God. Person that is filled with the Spirit of God is not
occupied with himself. Nor even with the Spirit of God. He's occupied with the Lord Jesus. And so Stephen looks up and he's filled with the
Holy Spirit. So God wants us to be filled with the Spirit of God. That's His desire. What are we allowing in our lives that impedes Him filling us
completely with His Spirit? Sometimes give the illustration in that verse and that and Ephesians 5 says be not filled with wine. Wherein is
excess person that's filled with wine? You can tell it. By the way they walk and by the way they talk. Person that's filled with the Spirit in the
same way, brethren, by the way they walk and by the way they talk. May the Lord help us that we would be filled with the Spirit. | think that's
very important because there's a lot of emphasis on spirit field as a self occupying or being occupied with the Spirit of God. There's a verse, a
couple of verses in John 16 that give us the ministry of what the Spirit of God is. That might help us to to see that it's not being occupied with
the Holy Spirit itself that makes us full of the Holy Spirit. It's, uh, really, umm, the Spirit of God is, well, let's read the verse here, uh, John 16,
John's Gospel chapter 16 and verse 13. Albeit when He, the Spirit of Truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth. For He shall not speak of
himself or from Himself, but whatsoever he shall hear that shall He speak. Then He will show you things to come. He shall glorify me, that's
Christ, or He shall receive of mine, and shall show it unto you, and so on. This this Lord Jesus gave in his dissertation to the apostles before he
left in connection with the Holy Spirit coming down. And it tells us the mission, what the purpose of the Spirit of God is. And so that when
we're filled with the Spirit, totally guided by it, we're not talking about the Spirit itself nor ourselves. We're. Occupied with Christ and the
things that concern him, this is the mission of the Spirit of God. And so it's good. It's it's Christ in glory, that sense, the Spirit that is before us.
Just in that, sorry, but go ahead. Just like to add, Brother Bob, there's three other things in the portion that you read in Ephesians chapter 5.
You have verse 1920 and 21. I'll just read them. It says speaking to yourselves in psalms and Psalms and hymns. And spiritual songs, singing
and making melody in your hearts heart to the Lord, giving thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ. Submitting yourselves 1 to another in the fear of God. So you have those three things that are really evidence of being filled with the
Spirit. You have a joyful spirit, you're joyful in the Lord, and then you're thankful to the Lord. It says spirit of Thanksgiving and thankfulness
for what he's done. And then their submission. It's not the will at work, but a spirit of submission because we love one another. Those two
things. Just say also, too, in connection with these comments, that what Doug brought before us is perhaps summed up again in the Upper
Room ministry. But in the end of the 15th chapter, when he speaks of the Spirit of God, he says He shall testify of me. And then | was thinking
of what Bob pointed out in the in the 7th of Acts in connection with Stephen. You know, it's interesting that Steven, when he looks up, he's
occupied with the man in the glory as a man full of the Spirit. And then Bob, you're talking about what we say in the very next verse. He
opens his mouth in his last testimony on earth and he says, behold, | see heaven open. Doesn't say I'm full of the Spirit. You ever hear
somebody tell you they're full of the Spirit?

| doubt whether they're full of the Spirit if they're telling you so, but Stephen, a man full of the Holy Ghost last testimony, and what a
testimony it was. He says, behold, | see heaven open and the Son of man standing at the right hand of God. Now if someone comes to you
and brings you something of Christ and occupies you with Christ and the man in the glory, then maybe you can say, well, there's a man full of
the Spirit, not because he told you he was full of the Spirit, but because he was so occupied with Christ in glory. That he couldn't help but



share it with you and that is a great mark of someone who is filled with the Spirit. That they are sharing something of Christ with others,
whether it's in testimony, in the gospel, or in sharing with one another as believers. We can thankfully say that in a large way that
characterized it also fall throughout his life. And he was faithful in many ways. Uh, and he threw him. We received the teaching, the
revelation of these things, not just in a teaching format, but in an exemplified way in his life that went along with what he taught. That's
consistent in, in a great measure. We can be thankful for it. And so that's why the apostle Paul's ministry is, is so important to us. In this day,
the closing days of the church that its occupation with Christ and glory, uh, that will preserve us on. And the Lord has gathered the people,
uh, to his name that are aware of these truths and in feebleness seek to carry it on in this day. And this is a great heritage of truth that we
have. As gathered to the Lord and seeking in much failure we know, but yet in a certain appreciation of our relationship with Christ and
bearing witness of it in our lives, and may the Lord keep us and that these things not be given up. It's so easy to in a practical way, give up
the reality of our relationship with Christ. Not that we ever lose our relationship, but that we can lose the enjoyment of our relationship to him
by becoming earthly minded here on earth. And that's the great effort of Satan. We have a, a glamorous world out there. Uh, there's a lot of
things to do. Your your days can be so full of occupation with things that aren't necessarily bad in themselves, but they are just earthly
things. And they don't bring us into the good and blessing of our relationship with the Lord Jesus in heaven. And so they are a hindrance to
us. And so we are. We ought to appreciate Paul's ministry as it's initiated here in these early chapters of the Acts. Might be nice just to
comment on the last verse that we read here. In verse 31 it says then had the churches rest throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria
and were edified walking in the fear of the Lord and in comfort of the Holy Ghost were multiplied. I'd just like to point out in Isaiah chapter 32
a verse that we know well in verse 17 it says the work of righteousness shall be peace and the effect of righteousness quietness and
assurance forever. Now we know that they have a little bit of rest. There was a time of peace that the Lord allowed for the assembly, and we
ought to be thankful for those times of rest and peace. But there was going to be further conflict later on. But the Lord allowed that there was
a restful time. How thankful we can be for it, and we yearn for it and seek to present those opportunities in the assembly not to trouble the
Saints and to desire that there would be a peace among our brethren.

Kentucky Conference: 2011, Acts 9:1-9 (9:1-9)

Reading

Maybe the 1St 31 verses. Acts Chapter 9 and verse one, and Saul yet breathing out threatening and slaughter against the disciples of the
Lord, right under the high priest, and desired of him letters to the Damascus, to the synagogue, that if he found any of this way, whether they
were men or women, he might bring them, bound them to Jerusalem. And at the journey he came near Damascus, and suddenly they're
shined round about him alight from heaven. And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou
meat? And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, | am Jesus, whom thou persecuted, It is hard for thee to kick against the ****¥*,
And he, trembling and astonished, said, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? And the Lord said unto him, Arise and go into the city, and it
shall be told thee what thou must do. And the men which journey with him stood speechless. Hearing a voice, but seeing no man. And Paul
arose from the earth, and when his eyes were opened, he saw no man, but they led him by the hand and brought him unto Damascus, and he
was three days without sight. And neither did he nor drink. And there was a certain disciple of Damascus named Ananias. And to him said the
Lord in a vision Ananias. And he said, Behold, | am here, Lord. And the Lord said unto him, Arise and go into the street which is called straight,
and inquire in the House of Judas for one called Saul of Tarsus. For behold who prayeth? And have seen in a vision a man named Ananias
coming in, and putting his hand on him. That he might receive his sight. Then Ananias answered More, | have heard by many of this man how
much evil he hath done to thy Saints at Jerusalem, and here he hath authority from the chief priests to bind all that call on thy name. But the
Lord said unto him, Go thy way, for he is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name before the Gentiles and kings, and the children of Israel,
for | will show him how great things he must suffer. For my namesake And Ananias went his way, and entered into the house, and putting his
hands on him, said, Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus that appeared unto thee in the way of thou camest, hath sent me, that thou mightest
receive thy sight and be filled with the Holy Ghost. And immediately there fell from his eyes as it had been scaled, and he received sight
forthwith, and a rose. And was baptized, and when he had received meat he was strengthened. Then was Saul certain days with the disciples
which were at Damascus. And straightway he preached Christ in the synagogue, that He is the son of Bra. But all that heard him were
amazed, and said, Is not this he that destroyed them, which called on this name in Jerusalem, and came hit her for that intent, that he might
bring them bound under the chief priests. But Saul increased the more in strength and confounded the Jews which dwelt at Damascus,
proving that this is very price. And after that many days were fulfilled, the Jews took counsel to kill him. But they're laying in wait was known
as Saul, and they watched at the gates day and night to kill him. Then the disciples took him by night and let him down by the wall in a
basket. And when fall was come to Jerusalem, he is saved to join himself to the disciples. But they were all afraid of him, and believed not
that he was a disciple. But Barnabas took him, and brought him to the apostles, and declared unto them how he had seen the Lord in the
way, and that he had spoken to him. And how he had preached boldly at Damascus in the name of Jesus, And he was with them, coming in
and going out at Jerusalem, any faith boldly in the name of the Lord Jesus, and disputed against the Grecians. But they went about to slay
him, which, when the brethren knew, they brought him down to Caesarea, and sent him forth to Tarsus. Then have the churches rest
throughout all Judea, and Galilee and Samaria.

And were edified, and walking in the fear of the Lord, and in the comfort of the Holy Ghost were multiplied. Ethnic Moses of the last meeting,
the reading meeting | made yesterday, we sang that him God moves in mysterious ways his wonders to perform. | really enjoyed the the the
meditation of that him in connection with this book of Acts, though | know that is not the intent of the author of that hymn. The mysterious
ways are more in connection with the practical. Trials and involvements of Christian life. But it fits too in connection with the development of
what the Spirit of God is doing in opening up the Christian testimony through the disciples. And we see it beautifully displayed in this chapter,
where Saul an enemy of the Christian testimony who was fighting against Christianity, putting people to death. If we think about it, it's like
converting an Osama bin Laden to a Billy Graham. That's no stretch of the imagination to say it in that way. This man saw was that kind of a
person persecuting Christians. And God says, OK, you have that deal, I'll take you and use you for my cause on my side. And so he arrests
Saul of Tarsus and brings him to the knowledge of who Jesus is. In heaven, this was what converted and changed Saul to become the great
apostle to the Gentiles, and he used that zeal. So you see how the Lord Jesus in heaven is in complete control. And the Holy Spirit is here,
active on earth, and none of the confusion and persecution. And the events that are taking place against Christianity could thwart or stop



God's intent in gathering of people to himself. Earlier, for example, even you have the the umm, Gamaliel of the teacher, uh, when they were
with the situation saying you can't fight against God. He realized that God was doing the work. That was the beginning of the Christian
testimony. We may lose sight of some of that power in the weakness that prevails around us, but the same God is working today, and we
need to realize these principles in the last days in all our weakness, and not give up the Christian faith, but hold to us in our day as we see
here. What how the the Church began and its relationship with Christ and glory. Just to back up a moment to what we have in the previous
chapter, At the end of the previous chapter, | was thinking of it in connection with what our brother Dawn said in the address, because there
is a great deal of talk about replacement theology. But as you go through the book of the Acts, you very quickly see that while we said
yesterday it is a transitional book, yet Christianity is not a makeover of Judaism. Or an extension of it. The Lord Jesus said himself. Do men
sell new cloth on an old garment? Do they put new wine in old bottles? What the Lord Jesus was really saying is that there was something
going to be brought in that was brand new and a capacity that was never known and appreciated, nor could be under the old order, old
Jewish order of things. And that was going to be set aside and something brand new brought in. And it's interesting that the conversion of salt
of tarsus, just before that we have the Ethiopian eunuch coming up to Jerusalem.

| say it's significant because we find that when the Ethiopian unit came to Jerusalem, he found a very different Jerusalem than his
predecessor, the Queen of Sheba. | have no doubt that the Ethiopian unit came up to Jerusalem based on report that he had heard handed
down in the Kingdom from which he came from, a report of a glorious Jerusalem. And a man on the throne who was exalted and known
worldwide. And so on. No doubt that report had been handed down. After the queen of Sheba had gone home, and generations later, the
Ethiopian eunuch comes up to prove that report for himself. But he found a very different Jerusalem, didn't he? He didn't find Jerusalem in his
glory. He found Jerusalem in its shame. The holy city had rejected Christ. They had taken him outside their walls and had him nailed to a
Roman cross. The temple was no longer God's center. As it was in the days of Solomon, they had rejected the true Solomon, and the true
Solomon was the man taking a journey into a far country to wait for his Kingdom. The true Solomon had gone back. To heaven, the Lord Jesus
was now the rejected one, but also the ascended glorified one at the right hand of God. And the Ethiopian unit could not find blessing at
Jerusalem. He'd come too late for that, so to speak. With Jerusalem in its shame and the true Solomon rejected. If he was going to find the
blessing, it had to be outside the walls of that city that had rejected the their Messiah. It had to be outside in a wilderness place, directed by,
uh, the word of God in his hand and directed by an evangelist. To explain that this was prophetic of the Lord Jesus. He begins at the same
scripture and preached his preaches to him, Jesus, but not Jesus in Jerusalem. This was Jesus, the one who had gone to the cross yet as the
53rd of Isaiah where he was reading had prophesied. But this was the Jesus too, that was now risen and exalted, and if he was going to
receive the blessing? It was to be connected not with Jesus at Jerusalem, but Jesus as the Lord, as the man and the man of glory. And so this
pre is the, uh, predecessor of what we have in this chapter then, and that Jesus that the Ethiopian eunuch had found, and not a re not to be
reintroduced to Judaism and so on, but introduced to Christ in glory. Then that's the one that from the glory then arrest this man Saul of
Tarsus in his course. This is the one that Saul of Tarsus becomes connected with, and this is the one then that Saul of Tarsus is sent to
present to the Gentiles. It's a little light to Lord Jesus in the ninth of John when he, the man that had been healed, was cast out of the
synagogue. Then Jesus went and looked him up after he had been cast out and revealed himself to him. And so after Judaism had failed and
proved itself unworthy a blessing, the Lord Jesus is not stopped in his way of blessing. Then he opens up heavenly blessings and he sends the
Holy Spirit down. And you see the development of that in these early chapters of the book of Acts. And, uh, in that case that you mentioned
Jim, about the Ethiopian eunuch, uh, the Lord in glory sent Phillip to meet him along the way as he wrote, uh, as he wrote in his chariot and,
and he preached from Isaiah 53, it proves that the Lord in heaven. Knew all that was going on on earth, and that's what you see developed in
our chapter 2. The way Saul is converted here it he's brought to Northeast. Realize that Jesus is livingly linked with his people on earth and
cares for them.

Might be good to look at Galatians chapter one and you get that heavenly connection and the authority that umm from heaven instead of
Jerusalem in that link as you say in Galatians chapter one and verse 15. It says, But when it pleased God, who separated me from my
mother's womb, and called me by his grace to reveal his Son in me, that | might preach him among the heathen. Immediately | conferred not
with flesh and blood, neither went | up to Jerusalem, to them which were apostles before me, but | went into Arabia and returned again into
unto Damascus. Then after three years | went up to Jerusalem to see Peter in a boat with him. 15 days. Well, it tells us there, and what we
have brought out in this chapter, very beginning of it. Is it Paul or Saul here? He went to Damascus, and he had authority from Jerusalem to
persecute the Jews, to persecute Christians, and to destroy. The name of Christ, but he was arrested, as you say, on that road walking away
from Jerusalem. He goes to this, uh, city of Damascus and, umm, there he gets authority from heaven to preach Christ to the Gentiles and to
magnify that name. And it's a power that, uh, he never had, had, never experienced in Judaism ever. And so that's one of the things that
characterizes Christianity. So it's late, but the person of Christ. I'd like to bring out an additional line of thought in addition to the Christianity
being in contrast to Judaism. Turn to 1St Corinthians chapter 15. Reverse. First Corinthians chapter 15 and verse 22. Whereas in Adam all
died, Even so in Christ shall all be made alive. And then over in Second Corinthians chapter 5. 2nd Corinthians, chapter 5. And verse 14. For
the law of Christ constraineth us, because we thus judge that if one died for all, then we're all dead, and that he died for all. That they which
lived should not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto him which died for them, and rose again. Wherefore henceforth know we? Uh, no,
we no man after the flesh. Yeah, though we have known Christ after the flesh, yet now henceforth know we him no more. Therefore, if any
man be in Christ, he is a new creature, or a new creation. All things are passed away. Behold, all things are become new, and all things are of
God, who hath reconciled us to Himself by Jesus Christ, and have given to us the ministry of reconciliation. This is an additional line of thought
that is introduced, or truth that's introduced to us in the Person of Fall. Our saw and it's this up until the Lord Jesus died, man under as he is in
Adam was under responsibility and being tested as to whether God could have anything from man from the first man, Adam or his race, and
Saul represents the best of that race. In the Old Testament, if you trace it out, King Saul represents the best in the Old Testament economy.
Both of the salts. | wonder if God used their names to be the same for that reason. But Saul was the very best that man in the flesh could
produce. He How many of us in this room could say we as Paul looked at the 10 commandments? Every single outward expression of them
his life expressed. The one that got him was the inner one. Uh, thou shalt not covet. But as far as man could see him after the flesh, he was
the best example of it. But when the Lord Jesus is crucified, it's the end of God seeking anything from man after the flesh. And even Saul was
the best of religious flesh.

Because what God recognized at that time of man after the flesh was Judaism, and he was the best that Judaism could produce. He was the
model Jew, if you will, as to what could come from that. And this new thing, Christianity or the followers of Jesus were antagonistic to that
religion as far as they thought, so they tried to get rid of it. And he's the most zealous 1 presented to us is trying to get rid of this new thing
that has come along. But God is saying to us in it, in Adam, all die. There's no thing for God in Adam's race. There's nothing for God after the



flesh. So in Christ God begins something new in Christ, in resurrection. God begins to work with mankind in a new and different way than he
had publicly if you will. He had worked in seouls before, but now as a as a work collective thing, it's new in the earth. And he takes that which
represents the worst or best if you however you look at it, because the worst, the best of the flesh, was the farthest from God. It's not. Really
incorrect to say he was the chief of centers, because the farther a man goes in the flesh, in truth, the farther he gets from gone. It's a solemn
thing, but, and it's something you have to meditate on to see because we say, oh, but he didn't do this. He didn't do that. So he wasn't quite
as bad as somebody that did this or that. But as far as his opposition to God, he was the ultimate expression, opposition to God. And in that
way he's the chief of sinners. So God takes what man after the flesh is in his best condition, which is really an expression of his worst
condition, and he says, | can take that. And | can start a new creation. So 2nd Corinthians 5 is the expression of Christ that are all dead was a
statement about Adams race and so Christ coming in the flesh dies to that condition of things is separated from it never takes it up again. But
in resurrection he is the beginning of a new creation and in that new creation God begins to work to form something that. Has no connection
with the old and because. Christ is in resurrection the heavenly man. He immediately associates the new work and new creation with a
different origin. Adam was of the earth earthy. The new creation is a divine creation which begins with heaven and it has a heavenly
character and the apostle Paul becomes the model. Of new creation in his life. He is the model Christian. He is the pattern of Christianity as
God has given it to us. The Lord Jesus even is not that because He was of the old order until His resurrection. So we don't see in His life the
pattern of new creation, but we see it in the Apostle Paul. And that's what this 9th chapter of Acts is also introduced in. To us is the whole
change from the old to the new, including the religion of the flesh, which was Judaism, which is totally put aside that there be something, if
you want to call it religious Christianity, but it's a Christianity that begins and is connected from its origin with new creation and heaven,
where the old had been in Adam with the earth and that which is earthy. It might be nice to read the first Timothy one, the verses that
substantiate this uh, of Paul being the pattern, umm first Timothy chapter one and verses.

15 and 16 This is the faithful saying, worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom | am chief,
albeit for this 'cause | obtain mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might show forth all long-suffering for a pattern to them which should
hereafter. Leave on him to ever like everlasting. And then he burst out in praise. What a wonderful thing, this pattern that God gave us in
Paul. And that's why it's so important for us in Christia and our Christian testimony to to hold to the doctrine that Paul gave us, because it's
the foundation of the Christian faith. And you cannot give up all doctrine without making shipwrecks. Uh, in Christianity Today, in fact, that's
how the book of Acts really ends up is a picture of that in the shipwreck when they gave up Paul's advice and the testimony, uh, was broken
up pictured in that shipwreck. So God gave us in this book of Acts, uh, beginning here with Paul, uh, the foundation crews of Christianity are.
Are given through him. He is that chosen vessel directly from the Lord in heaven. That's what differentiates Paul's ministry from the other 12.
They got their ministry from the Lord when he was a nerd and then carried over and went into the Christian testimony. Yes, but they had
learned to know Christ on earth. Paul learned to know Jesus in heaven here in this chapter. It's interesting too, to see that in the book of the
Acts. Through the 12Th chapter, there seems to be the major, uh, person that is focused on uh. But from the 13th chapter on, it's the Apostle
Paul and. | don't know, maybe this is touched on yesterday, but | have really enjoyed it. In chapter uh, seven is the last testimony to the Jews
as a nation, and it's rejected in the stoning of Stephen. He's the messenger that's sent back to heaven to say we will not have this man to
reign over us. And immediately in the 8th chapter, the testimony extends beyond Jerusalem. Do some area and like was mentioned to this
Ethiopian unit, the 9th chapter of the apostles of the Gentiles is saved. In the 10th chapter is where Peter to whom was given the keys of the
Kingdom of heaven. Takes the second key, if you want to put it that way, and opens the door of letting to the gentiles. So just it's interesting
how | developed into the gospel going into the whole world. And then in chapter 12, you get Peter miraculously delivered from prison. And
then Peter from that point on only appears once more in the 15th chapter. That's from the 13th chapter on the apostle Paul, who is the major.
Forecast that the spirit of God in the extension of the gospel and he's the one that takes it into Europe for the first time and Philippi was the
first entry into Europe so the work continues to this day of the gospel of this world it's beautiful to see how the spirit of God directs the work
of the. The church and the development of the church. It's helpful too, in that regard to realize that as you go through these chapters, you
don't the Spirit of God is very careful to guard, lest we think that there's ever any of the ever more than one church. What you have in the 8th
chapter with the Samaritans brought in and then in the 10th chapter where the Gentiles are brought in is not a repeat of what happened on
the day of Pentecost.

Or something separate. It is a little extension of it. The baptism of the Holy Spirit took place on the day of Pentecost when the Spirit of God
descended and they were baptized into one body. And the Spirit of God came to indwell each individual believer to link those believers
together and to dwell collectively in this new unit that was formed the church and to link them with their glorified head, the Lord Jesus at the
right hand of God. And I, | think we need to take a minute and and stress this because a lot of confusion today. And | know some of our young
people hear from their Christian friends. About the baptism of the Holy Spirit and are you baptized with the Holy Spirit and so on. The baptism
of the Holy Spirit is something that took place once and for all on the day of Pentecost, never to be repeated. As such. I'm going to use the an
age-old illustration. | don't want to depart too much from this, but since Bob alluded t