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Deuteronomy - Commentaries by James M. Freeman

Manners and Customs of the Bible, 214. The Everlasting Arms (33:27)

Deuteronomy 33:27. The eternal God is thy refuge, and underneath are the everlasting arms.

By this bold image Moses represents the protecting power of God; thus reversing the idea of the Egyptians, who had pictures of the god
Horus with inverted head and outstretched arms over the earth. This was one mode by which they represented the vault of heaven, as is
shown in the engraving. The beetle, or scarabaeus, is the hieroglyphic for the name of Horns.

Manners and Customs of the Bible, 202. Mingled Seed (22:9)

Deuteronomy 22:9. Thou shalt not sow thy vineyard with divers seeds: lest the fruit of thy seed which thou halt sown, and the fruit of thy
vineyard, be defiled.

The Zabians were accustomed to sow barley and dried grapes together, believing that without this union there would not be a good vintage;
but that with it the gods would be propitious to them. Bishop Patrick observes, that if the Israelites had done this the fruits of the harvest
would have been impure, because associated with idolatry. The firstfruits would not have been accepted by God, and hence the whole crop
would have been useless.
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