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You cry in the skies abroad. And. What? Swelling. Of course is my. Our father's plans are. And he was gone to come to him. I'll be. Right back
with. Great grandson as we. Go to the land. We saw it in his quarantine. And failed me to the world. Lord Jesus. We have been singing of thee.
And we would again ask thee the question. Couldst thou be delighted with sinners such as we who, when we saw these, slighted, and nailed
thee to a tree? Unfathomable wonder, mystery divine. The voice that speaks in Thunder. Says Sinner. | am thine when we consider who thou
art. Lord Jesus, Jehovah. Over all blessed forever. To be delighted in the likes of us. A wonder that has passed our comprehension and
understanding, but we rejoice in the truth of it. And now, as we consider thee to this afternoon, we ask that Thou wilt help us and feed us,
Encourage us as we learn more of Thy blessed person. Lord Jesus, we ask it and thank Thee, Father, for him, and ask it in his precious name.
Better. Please turn with me to Exodus chapter 3. Exodus chapter 3. And verse 7. And the Lord said, | have surely seen the affliction of my
people which are in Egypt, and have heard their cry by reason of their taskmasters. For | know their sorrows. And | am come down to deliver
them out of the hand of the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land unto a good land, and a large unto a land flowing with milk and
honey, under the place of the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the Amorites, and the parasites, and the Hiveites, and the Jebusites. And now
therefore, behold, the cry of the children of Israel has come unto me. And | have also seen the oppression where with the Egyptians
oppressed them. Come now therefore, and | will send thee unto Pharaoh, that thou mayest bring forth my people, the children of Israel, out of
Egypt. And Moses said unto God, Who am |, that | should go unto Pharaoh, and that | should bring forth the children of Israel. Out of Egypt.
And he said, Certainly | will be with thee. And this shall be a token unto thee that | have sent thee. When thou hast brought forth the people
out of Egypt, ye shall serve God upon this mountain.

And Moses said unto God, Behold, when | come unto the children of Israel, and shall say unto them. The God of your Father's hath sent me
unto you, and they shall say to me, What is his name? What shall | say unto them? And God said unto Moses, | am that | am. And he said,
Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, | am. Hath sent me unto you. And God said moreover unto Moses, Thus shalt thou say unto the
children of Israel, the Lord God of your fathers, the God of Abraham. The God of Isaac and the God of Jacob hath sent me unto you. This is my
name forever, and this is my memorial unto all generations. And in the 6th chapter. Verse one And the Lord said unto Moses, Now shalt thou
see what | will do to Pharaoh? For with a strong hand shall he let them go, and with a strong hand shall he drive them out of this of his land.
And God spake unto Moses, and said unto him, | am the Lord. And | appeared unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, by the name of God
almighty. But by my name Jehovah was | not known to them. And | have also established my covenant with them, to give them the land of
Canaan, the land of their pilgrimage, wherein they were strangers. And | have also heard the groaning of the children of Israel, whom the
Egyptians keep in *¥*¥¥¥kxkk And | have remembered my covenant. Wherefore say unto the children of Israel, | am the Lord, and | will bring you
out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and will read you out of their **k<*+k And | will redeem you with a stretched out arm and with
great judgment. And | will take you to me for a people, and | will be to you of God. And ye shall know that | am the Lord your God, which
bringeth you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians. And | will bring you in unto the land. Concerning the witch, | did swear to give it to
Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. | will give it to you. For an inheritance, for an heritage. | am the Lord. And | think we all know that when the
word Lord is in all capitals, it means Jehovah. And we have the definition of that word in the third chapter. If you'll turn back there when
Moses asks him, What is thy name? What shall | say? And he answered, | am that | am. And we would translate that expression. We would
have to translate it the same. He is the same. He is who he is. Is the same, the unchangeable one. It's the name that speaks of his. Essential.
Being it's his name forever, he says, This is my name forever, this is my memorial unto all generations. And then he condenses the
expression, and says, Thus thou shalt say | am hath sent me unto you. And now if we would translate that, we would translate that as the
eternal 1. It's the name of his essential existence. He is the same, and He is the one who lives in an eternal present. There's an expression in
the Book of Revelation, and I'll read it to you. It's in the first chapter and | believe it's in the fourth verse. That doesn't use the word Jehovah,
but it uses the equivalent expression to what Jehovah means. And I'll read it in Revelation 14, John, to the seven churches which are in Asia.
Grace be unto you in peace from him. Here it is from him which is and which was, and which is to come. And that's what Jehovah means. He
who is he? Who was he who is to come, The one who inhabits eternity. The Eternal God, the Changeless, the Unchangeable God. The same.
Turn to Isaiah 57. Isaiah 57.

Verse 15. For thus saith the high and lofty one, that inhabiteth eternity. Whose name is holy. | dwell in the high and holy place. With him also
that is of a contrite and humble spirit. To revive the spirit of the humble and to revive the heart. Of the contrite ones. What a vast scope we
have in that verse. Thus saith the high and lofty one, that inhabiteth eternity, if it had said, inhabits heaven. We can grasp that with our
minds. Heaven is a place. Eternity. What is that? That's an expression of timelessness. He who is and who was and who is to come, He
inhabits eternity. He is everywhere, not only in space, but in time. Can you grasp that? | can't grasp it. He is the | am that | am. The same.
And He is the | am the eternal One, the name of His essential existence. Now only he can say that | have seen the blasphemy in print. Of men
who claim to be | am. Puny creatures, Creatures of time who had a beginning and who will have an end as far as their space down here, Who
will could record their birth. You go to any graveyard and you'll see their birth recorded and their death recorded. And he died. But here is a
being. Who is eternal? Remember a brother saying to me once | can, | can grasp in my mind someone who exists today and will live forever.
But | cannot grasp a being that go back so far as you can. To the beginning of time, and then beyond that he had no beginning. The | am the
name of his self existence. Essential Existence turn to First Timothy Chapter 6, please. One Timothy, Chapter 6. Verse 13. | give thee charge
in the sight of God, who quickeneth all things, and before Christ Jesus, who before Pontius Pilate witnessed a good confession. That thou keep
this commandment without spot unrevuable, until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ. Which in his times he shall show, who is the
blessed, and only potentate the king of kings, and Lord of Lords, who only hath immortality, dwelling in the light which no man can approach,
unto whom no man hath seen, nor can see. To whom be honor and power everlasting. Amen. Who only have immortality. No creature has
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immortality, essentially. No creature has immortality. If God sustains him in immortality, that's another matter. But only he has it, essentially.
The | am. And he's unchangeable. The Eternal God and as we sang in this little hymn. The great | am and could he be delighted? Could he be
delighted with creatures such as we who, when we saw him, slighted and nailed him to a tree? Is that one that became a man? Is that this
person that we're talking about? Well, let's turn to the 102nd Psalm, if you will. The 102nd. The Messiah is speaking in this Psalm. It's called a
Messianic Psalm.

And he says in verse six he says | am like a Pelican of the wilderness. | am like an owl of the desert. | watch in them as a Sparrow alone upon
the housetop. Mine enemies reproach me all the day, and they that are mad against me are sworn against me. | have eaten ashes like bread,
and mingled my drink with weeping because of thine indignation and thy wrath, for thou hast lifted me up and cast me down. My days are
like a shadow that declineth, and | am withered like grass. And he is addressing God, And he says, But thou, O Lord, shall to endure forever.
And thy remembrance unto all generations, and then a little farther down in the Psalm. He says in verse 23 he weakened my strength in the
way he shortened my gaze. Now this is the one speaking who is eternal. He is the | am. And yet he's speaking here as a man. And he says he
shortened my days. He only lived 33 years as a man. He was cut off in the midst of his years as a man. And so he says. He shortened my
days. | said. Oh my God, take me not away in the midst of my days. And then God answers that prayer right in the middle of the verse, we
have the divine answer. You might say, how do you know this is the answer of God to him? Well, we'll get that in the New Testament where
this passage is quoted. God says to him, the Messiah, Thy years are throughout all generations. Of old hast thou laid the foundation of the
earth and the heavens Of the work of thy hands they shall perish, but thou shalt endure. Yeah, all of them shall wax old like a garment as a
vesture. Shall thou change them? They shall be changed. What is characteristic of every creature is that he is changeable. Every creature
changes. Everything that is created changes. They shall be changed. This is the word of God to the Messiah. But thou art the same. That
ought to be a capital S Wherever you read that thou art the same. He is the | am that | am. Thou art the same. And thy years shall have no
end. As man the Messiah says, don't take me away in the midst of my years. And then God says. You will live forever. Thou art the same. Thy
ears shall not fail. Let's look at the quote of that in Hebrews 1. Hebrews one where the Where the Apostle Paul the author is setting before
these Jewish believers the glories of the sun. The glories of the sun. We'll pick it up in verse 5. But unto which of the angels said he at any
time thou art my son this day have | begotten thee? Did God ever speak in such language to angels? They're called sons of God simply
because they were created by the Creator directly. Adam was called the Son of God because he came from the hands of the Creator directly.
And so all the angels individually created. There's no such thing as a family of angels. Each one individually created sons of God, but he never
pointed one out and said guard my son. So he says to which of the angels This shows he was not an Angel, he was above the angels and he
came below the angels to reach us. To which of the angels said he at anytime Thou art my son this day have | begotten thee? Thou art my
son, is an expression referring to what he always was. He never became that. Never became the Son. He was always the Son. This day have |
begotten thee, is when he became a man, when the eternal Son of God came into time and was begotten. Of the Holy Ghost, born of the
Virgin. And again, when you bring us in the first Begotten into the world, he saith, and let all the angels of God worship him. He's not telling
angels to worship another Angel. No, he's showing that he was infinitely above the angels. They worship him. That's the Messiah. When God
brings that Messiah back into this world, all the angels will worship him. They were there at his birth and proclaimed it and at his resurrection.
And when he comes back, they'll see it and they'll worship.

And again when he bringeth in the first begotten into the world, he saith let all the angels of God worship him. That's still future. And of the
angels he saith, who maketh his Angel spirits, and his ministers a flame of fire, they are the ones that carry out his bidding. But unto the Son
he saith, Thy throne, O God, here is God the Father addressing his Son, and he addresses him as God. Thy throne, O God, is forever and ever.
A scepter of righteousness is the scepter of thy Kingdom. Thou hast loved righteousness and hated iniquity. Therefore God, even thy God,
hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy fellows. This is all a quote from that 102nd song. And thou, Lord, in the beginning has
laid the foundation of the earth, and the heavens are the works of thine hands They shall perish, but thou remainest, and they all shall wax
old, as doth the garment, and as a vesture shalt thou fold him up, and they shall be changed, like at the end of the day. You take your suit
coat off, take your clothes off, you fold them up, you lay them aside. That's the language that we have here, and this is the Messiah that he's
talking to. And then he says, But thou art the same. Thy years shall not fail that again, that ought to be a capital S It's the name of Deity. No
creature is ever called the same, because he's not. He changes. All of us change. We change, He changes not. Our Christ can never die. To
which of the angels said he at any time sit down on my right hand till | make thine enemies? Thy footstool? Are they not all ministering spirits
sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation? And again in the 13th of Hebrews, we know the verse so well. It is verse 8. Do
you ever notice the verse isn't the complete. It's not a sentence. It has no verb. Jesus Christ. The same yesterday and today and forever. You
have to supply the verb. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. But | like to think of it as this. He sets before them who he
is. He is the same yesterday, today and forever unchanging. Unchangeable the | am that | am, the eternal | am. And once he says that he
doesn't have any more to say, he is everything, so he doesn't continue the sentence. He just stops with that glorious person. Now turn back
with me to John's Gospel chapter 8. We've been in John's Gospel chapter 10 and we'll just read a few verses in John chapter 8. And verse 47
he says he that is of God heareth God's words. Speaking to the Pharisees, ye therefore hear them not, because you are not of God. Then
answered the Jews, and said unto him, Say we not well that thou art a Samaritan, and hast the devil? Jesus answered. | have not a devil. But |
honor my father, and ye do dishonor me, and | seek not my own glory. There is one that seeketh and judgeth. Verily, verily, | say unto you, If
a man keep my saying, he shall never see death. Then said the Jews unto him, Now we know that thou hast the devil, Abraham is dead, And
the prophets and thou sayest if a man keep my saying, he shall never taste of death? Art thou greater than our father Abraham? Was he
greater, infinitely greater? Art thou greater than our father Abraham, which is dead? And the prophets are dead? Whom makest thou thyself?
Jesus answered, If | honor myself, my honor is nothing. It is my Father that honoreth me, of whom ye say that he is your God. Yet you have
not known him, but | know him. And if | should say | know him not, | should be a liar like unto you. But | know him, and keep his saying, Your
father Abraham rejoiced to see my day. What day is he referring to? It's a day of his glory, the day of the Kingdom reign. Abraham looked on
to that day, and he rejoiced to see it, and he saw it by faith.

Your father Abraham, rejoiced to see my day. And he saw it. And he was glad and said to Jews unto him, Thou art not yet 50 years old, and
hast thou seen Abraham? And now we have the most stupendous statement in all Scripture. Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, when he
prefaces any comment, any statement he's making with those two words, that means truly, truly listen. This is something that is most
important. Verily, verily, | say unto you, Before Abraham was, before he was born, | was no, it's not what he says. He could have said that that
would have been true, but he says something infinitely more majestic. Before Abraham was | am. We read it. We ponder it. We don't meditate
upon this enough. He is the | am and this is the Messiah. This is Jesus of Nazareth. That speaks these majestic words. Jehovah become a man,
his name forever, he only who has immortality. He says | am, | am. Before Abraham was, | am, and they knew what he was claiming. Of



course they understood it. They knew that scripture that we started with in Exodus 3 and in Exodus 6. They knew those scriptures well. He
had revealed himself to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob as the Almighty God. Now he reveals himself as the | am. The name of his essential
existence. Tremendous, awesome, majestic truth. Then they took up stones to cast at him, but Jesus hid himself. The | am. They were in the
presence of one who could have spoken a word. They would have instantly been destroyed. But he hides himself. Of his essential glory, and
passing through the midst of them. Led his way. He dwells essentially in light, which is unapproachable. Which no creature has seen nor can
see. He only who has immortality, He who inhabits eternity. Who is not defined by time and. Past, present, future, undefinable. He's
everywhere that. Every moment that has ever existed. | don't know how to put it. It's beyond human language to express. How can we
express his being and they didn't understand how many? Could be that person. Do we understand it? The glory of it that he, the Creator, the
eternal | am the one who dwells in unapproachable light, the one who only has immortality. He became a little baby. Born in a stable lady in a
Manger. Foxes head holes. The birds of the air hadn't nesting places, but he had nowhere to lay his head. He was asleep in the boat. The
enemy stirred up a great storm. Master, Karast thou not that we perish? He rose and said peace. Be still. Jehovah doesn't sleep. 121St Psalm
says he neither slumbers nor sleeps. You can call upon him at any moment of anytime in the day or night. He's always awake. He'll always
hear you. But here he was asleep in the boat. That's his humanity. Then he stands up and stills the storm. One word. Peace. Be still. What
manner of man is this? That even the winds and the waves obey him. Is there anyone here that doesn't know this person? As his very own
savior. If you don't, you're missing the very purpose for which you were created.

The very purpose for which you were born. We missed everything. We missed everything if you don't know him. And he came to where we
were beloved Saints of God. That we might know this infinite being that we've just touched upon just a little this afternoon. | made a study of
the expression. You do it with Mr. Darby's translation. Starts out some. | think it's in Deuteronomy 29. And it's the same, the expression the
same all through Scripture. There are quite a few references to it. It's a wonderful study. At our conference at Bridgeport a few years back,
Don Bilaslly gave us a an address on that subject. | found it most precious. Many, many scriptures. I've just referred to a few. Now in the time
that remains, I'd just like to look. In this precious gospel of John at the | am statements. Of the Lord Jesus. Turn to John 6. John 6. Verse 35.
And | want you to think of the immensity of the statements that he made. Starting out, | am. Jesus said unto them, verse 35 of John six, | am
the bread of life. He that cometh to me shall never hunger, and he that believeth on me. Shall never thirst. | am the bread of life. Tremendous
statement. And then he says he that comes to me shall never hunger, and he that believes on me. Shall never thirst. How anyone can read
the Gospel of John and read these | am statements of the Lord Jesus. Jehovah God and deny his deity. Is unbelievable. Verse 48 He says | am
that bread of life. Your father did eat manna in the wilderness and are dead. This is the bread which cometh down from heaven. That a man
may eat thereof and not die. | am the living Bread. Which came down from heaven. Now let's turn to the. 8th chapter. And I've already read
it, but I'll read it again, verse 58. And Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, | say unto you, before Abraham was. | am. Chapter 9. Verse five As
long as | am in the world, | am. The light of the world. | am the light of the world. Back to chapter 812. Then spake Jesus again unto them,
saying, | am the light of the world. He that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life. Then he says, as long as |
am in the world, | am the light of the world. The 10th chapter. We've had this before us. Verse nine, | am the door by me. If any man enter in,
he shall be saved and. Shall go in and out and find pasture. Verse 11 | am the Good Shepherd. The Good Shepherd giveth his life for the
sheep. Chapter 11 verse 25 Jesus saith unto her, | am the resurrection and the life. He that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall
he live, and whosoever liveth and believeth in me. Shall never die. No doubt | will miss some. But in chapter 14 he says in verse 6 Jesus said,
saith unto him. | am the way. The truth. And the life no man cometh unto the Father but by me. How anyone could read these statements.
These | am statements. There are many more I've only touched. A few time has passed.

I am the way. The road. He's the truth. There's no truth outside of him. No truth of a moral and spiritual character is the truth. There's no life
outside of him. He's the life. No man cometh unto the Father, but by me in the 15th chapter he says, | am the true vine. My father is the
husband of men. He is the true vine. He is the Great. | am. 18th chapter. Verse 4. Now let me read from the first verse. When Jesus had
spoken these words, he went forth with his disciples over the brooks cedron, where was a garden into the which he entered, And his disciples
and Judas also which betrayed him, knew the place. For Jesus oftimes resorted thither with his disciples. Judas then having received a band of
men and officers from the chief priests and Pharisees, cometh thither with lanterns and tortures and weapons. Jesus therefore knowing all
things. That should come upon him went forth, and said unto them, Whom Seek ye they answered, him, Jesus of Nazareth, Jesus saith unto
them, | am he, or you notice that he is an italics, he just says, | am. And Judas also, which betrayed him, stood with him. As soon then as he
had said unto them, | am, they went backward, and fell to the ground. Then asked he them again, whom seek ye? And they said, Jesus of
Nazareth. Jesus answered, | have told you that | am he. If therefore ye seek me, let these go their way. That the saying might be fulfilled,
which he spake, Of them which thou gaveest me, | have lost none. And then Peter tries to defend him. The Lord says, put your sword up.
They that take the sword shall perish with the sword. And he says, the cup which my father hath given me, shall | not drink it? And then they
led him away to crucify him. The | am all he had to say were the words. And they went back, he said in the 10th chapter. We had it before us.
In the reading. No man taketh my life from me. | have power to lay it down, and | have power to take it again. His commandment have |
received of my father. He did not die a martyr. He died as a sacrifice. He gave himself up to die for our sins. On the cross there are his
martyrs, sufferings and the world is responsible for inflicting the monium. But the truth is that they couldn't touch him. Until he allowed it.
Because of who he is. | have read such blasphemous statements by men that do not know his person when they took him up to the top of the
hill in Luke chapter 4 to cast him down headlong. He passing through the midst of them went his way, and statements such as had they
thrown him over, he would have died. He would not have died. He walked away unharmed at the foot of the hill. But he didn't choose that
method of delivering himself. He was invincible. Death had no claim upon him. He had no sin. The wages of sin is death. He did not have to
die. He's the only one that was ever here that didn't have to die. But he did die for you. For me. The | am. This eternal one, the same
yesterday, today and forever. Do you know him? You know him as your Lord and as your savior. Let's just sing 2 verses of #59, the first verse
and the last verse of #59, Wisdom, Jehovah's First Delight and so on. Verses 1:00 and 6:00 please. Someone raised the two.

Take my love words. All his words. Create. Time was beyond. His brother. Was in this. God. Our God and our Father to this afternoon, we've
we've pondered, We've considered him a little. Thy fellow. The eternal Son. Become a man. The | am the eternal 1. The same yesterday,
today and forever. O our God and Father, we praise. We worship Thee and Him for who He is and all that He has accomplished for thy glory
and for our eternal blessing. We pray for each one that's in the room this afternoon that each one might have faith in him. Whom to know is
life eternal? We praise thee for Him, our God and Father. May our thoughts be raised to consider him more and more. Who he is and all that
He has done our God, we just stand in awe and amazement and wonder at these immense realities that we've been looking at. From my
precious word, we thank thee for Him, our Lord Jesus in his precious worthy name. Amen.
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| chose to sing that hymn because it. Brings before us God's thoughts, not man's thoughts. His thought, His wondrous thought concerning
Christ. And his church, you are part of that, everyone of you. Believers, young, older ones, mostly young here today, you're part of that
heavenly company that is united by the Spirit of God to Christ the man in the glory, and it's God's wondrous thought to have us with him. The
most? Intimate object of his heart's affections. His bride now his body and. That coming day will be displayed as his bride, that that company
that he loves soap and has shed his affections upon so wondrously, our brother Ron. | think what | remember as the most significant
statement that he made was that success. In life. Is measured by. One's obedience to the Word of God not by results here. Because we don't
see all the results of obedience to the Word of God here. They will be seen in the coming day of glory. So true success is not necessarily seen
here, but it's measured by obedience to the Word of God, to apprehend His thoughts, to know His mind, and then to be obedient to the Word
of God. There are three kinds of corruption in the world. There is ecclesiastical corruption, there is moral. Corruption. And there is political
corruption. Moral corruption effects society. Political corruption is against the government, against the authorities over us. Ecclesiastical
corruption, which is the worst because it is corruption against God himself. I'd like to talk this morning about Ecclesiastical. Corruption. And
the way to meet it, ecclesiastical corruption is corruption of that which God has set up down here, his assembly, and the enemy has come in
and he has affected that. We know that moral corruption has come in, in a in a staggering way. To affect individual lives and family lives and
we know that political corruption is everywhere rampant it's quite common to speak of politicians as those who are devoid of any kind of real
integrity and. And yet when we think of the ecclesiastical corruption, corruption that has entered into the things of God, the Church. How man
has introduced his thoughts. How man has introduced his way of doing things. I'd just like to start with a verse in Exodus 25. In fact, there are
two verses there we might read Exodus 25, verse 8. God says to Moses, let them make me a sanctuary, that | may dwell among them. Notice
verse 9 according to all that | show them. Show thee after the pattern of the Tabernacle, and the pattern of all the instruments thereof. Even
so shall ye make it. And then the last verse of that chapter, and look. That thou make them after their pattern, which was showed thee in the
Mount. Now what he's saying to Moses and to you and to me is that we do not have the right. To interject our thoughts when God has given
us His thoughts.

The Israelites had no right to change anything in the construction of the Tabernacle. Everything was laid down, Jehovah gave it to Moses, and
there were men selected of God to build every article of furniture in the Tabernacle according to the pattern, according to the word and will of
God. That's the most important thing, as our brother Ron was telling us. To do the will of God, to learn what it is to submit to Him and to lay
aside our own thoughts and our own will and to just be obedient, to walk in a path of obedience to His revealed word. | think we're all very
much aware of an athlete from Canada. That won the gold medal in Johnson, but he was stripped of that. And | couldn't help but think of a
verse in Two Timothy 3 which says 2 Timothy 2 verse 3 which says. One who strives for the masteries is not crowned unless he strive
lawfully. When we look around us and see all that has come in to the Christian profession, the way Christians meet. The order of their church
government, the very way in which they carry on their meetings. Things which have been invented by men's minds, which are not after the
pattern which has been shown to us in the word of God. Now that's all going to be tested, that's all going to be tried. And young people. It's
so important we saw a clear case. Here's a man that won the gold medal. He came in first. But he violated the rules, and so he was stripped
not only of the gold medal, but of many other things, his honor, and so on. The only way that we're going to be crowned when we have to do
with the things of God and not disqualify and set aside is to follow the rules, so to speak, to strive lawfully. In Leviticus chapter. One more
verse before we get into the New Testament. | believe it's chapter. 5. Verse 15. Verse 14. The Lord spake unto Moses, saying, If a soul
committed trespass and sin through ignorance in the holy things of the Lord. Now here we have a sin, says a sin through ignorance. There are
many today. That are going on with things in the Christian profession and they're ignorant. They're not even aware that what they are
subscribing to and what they are going on with. Is not according to the word of God. It's one man. Ministry is an instance of that. Ornate
decorated buildings. Patterned after the the old order of things in Judaism. Stained glass windows, choirs, vestments, priesthood. All the
trappings that go along with a religion after the flesh that was Judaism and what has happened in Christendom is that. Judaism and a lot of
paganism by the way, has been brought in to the Christian testimony and it has been clothed with a veneer of Christianity. Christian names
have been placed upon it. For instance, I'll get, I'll be very specific they have taken. Of Pagan holidays and festival days. And they have
clothed these days with Christian names and they have Christianized them. The Church of Rome has done this, and they make a lot of money
on those days. One of the days is about to come in December and they make a lot of money on those days. | remember. One was working in
a bank. In Wilmette, where we used to live, and she reported that the income of.

The Roman Catholic Church on Christmas Day exceeded by many times the total intake in our little assembly in the city of Chicago for a
whole year. So you see why those days are promoted. They're great money makers. That's one of the reasons. These are things that have
come into the Christian testimony. Paul says to the Galatians he observed days and months and times and years. I'm afraid of you. They had
abandoned in principle Christianity. Beware lest any man corrupt you from the simplicity which is in Christ, young people. We want to remain
simple. | don't mean by that simple tons, | mean we want to be simple. We don't want to embellish things with all kinds of trappings for the
flesh, instrumental music and choirs and all the things that we see out there which are so attractive to the flesh. A brother made a very
significant statement when | was in his home in La Revere just recently. In Manitoba and he said one thing. Keeps our numbers small. One
word. Separation. And another added to that when | was in another place. Discipline, that is, to deal with evil when it arises and to put it out,
because if we do not do that, if that ceases, we are saying that the presence of the Lord. Were gathered to his precious holy name, where two
or three are gathered together unto my name. Jeremiah in the midst of them, we're saying that the presence of the Lord and no one allowed
evil are compatible. They can coexist together, and that's really a denial of the holiness of the Lord Jesus. Holiness becometh thy house, oh
Lord, forever. Now let's turn over to 1St Corinthians chapter 3. One Corinthians chapter 3 verse. 10. According to the grace of God, which is
given unto me as a wise master builder, this is Paul speaking. | have laid the foundation, and another buildeth thereon, but let every man
take heed how he buildeth thereupon. You know that you are a builder. Everyone of us is making some contribution to the assembly, to the
local assembly, where you live, where you reside, you're a builder. Let's see the kinds of things that can be built. The apostle issues a
warning immediately. He says let every man take heed how he buildeth thereon. And let's think as we view these verses of what the Lord
said to Moses that they should. Take heed to follow explicitly the pattern which he had showed Moses on the mount. And the pattern we have



right here, we're holding it in our hands, the Word of God. It amazes me. It astounds me how? Christians, believers, real believers, I'm talking
about those who are really the Lords, can have such a an attitude that some have towards the Word of God, as though we are at liberty to
change it, or to ignore it, or to add to it, or to take from it. And yet that is being done, or to explain it away so that the the keen edge of the
truth no longer cuts us. No longer touches our conscience. Woe be to us if we ever get into that state. Where we only hear what we want to
hear. Two Timothy 4 says they heaped to themselves teachers. Having itching ears and are turned away from the truth and they've turned
aside to fables. Now that's true of some true believers they've they've gotten themselves into a company of professing Christians and by and
large they have gotten rid in that particular church | know of instances where this has happened they've gotten rid of a faithful.

Pastor. By faithful pastor, | mean one that basically. Brought to them the truth of God, the gospel, at least in its purity. And they didn't want
to hear some of those things. So they have elected him out, voted him out and brought in a modernist one that would preach smooth things,
things that they wanted to hear. Sometimes we hear things that we don't like because it touches our conscience, and | believe that if we ever
sit in a conference. And there is no ministry given that touches the conscience, that speaks to the conscience. Something is drastically wrong
because we all need that ministry. We all need. To be reproved and rebuked and corrected and instructed in righteousness. That's what the
word of God is for. So Paul issues this warning, verse 10 at the end. But every man take heed how he buildeth thereon for other foundation.
Can no man lay than that is laid which is Jesus Christ. Now all of these different groups in Christendom begin with this basic foundation. In
whom do you believe the answer would be in Jesus Christ? That's the basis. That's the foundation upon which everything that is Christian is
built. Jesus Christ is the foundation. No one could lay another foundation. Any other foundation would not be Christianity. Now verse 12 if any
man build upon this foundation. Gold, silver, precious stones. Wood, hay, stubble. You see, there's two kinds of materials. The first kind will
pass the test of the fire. The gold, the silver, the precious stones, the fire. Speaking of the holiness of God. In judgment executed against.
What trying, you might say everything, whether it is according to God or not, but the wood, the hay and the stubble will be consumed and
burned up. We have two different three different kinds of builders in this passage. We have the builder that builds upon the foundation, gold,
silver, precious stone, gold would speak of what answers to the righteousness of God. And silver that which is in accordance with the
redemptive work of Christ. And the precious stones, that which speaks of all the glories of Christ. And all that he is in his varied. Glories and
aspects that we can view him in. At All is for the honor and the glory of that foundation. The Lord Jesus Christ himself. But then there's wood
and there's hay and stubble. It gets more worthless as you go down the list. Wood, hay and stubble and that would suggest material. Which
has been built on the foundation, which is Christ, which will not stand the test of the fire. It's going to be burned up. Now there are that.
There's that kind of a builder in the Christian Church, and | use that term in the broadest sense, the Christian Church, that is that which
professes the name of Christ. The House of God, it's called in two Timothy, a great house. He's no longer given the term the House of God. It's
called a great house. Because that's what the House of God has become. Man has introduced over 2000 years of church history. Man has
introduced his thoughts, his ways of doing things, things, you know, young people. A common thought is that moral evil is the worst. And
then political evil, that is sin against the government. And then ecclesiastical evil is looked upon as really not very important corruption.
That's the worst because that's that's directly opposing God and it's it's attacking. It's corrupting, it is. It is bringing in foreign elements. Into
that which is the most precious and dear object of the heart of Christ. That's the Church.

And if the if the enemy can just get that corrupted and he's succeeded magnificently succeeded as far as he's concerned to corrupt the
thought of what the church is. You talked to 95% of the Christians in the world that you meet with. What is the church? Ask them. So what
does it mean to Christ? What is its order of government? How should Christians meet? Is | had a young lady | was talking to recently. She's
Baptist and she's much exercised about some of the things that are going on in the church where she is, but I'm not singling out that God
denomination. It doesn't matter what denomination you pick out, but sisters are there. Their heads are not covered. The Word of God says
that they sister should wear the sinus objection on her head when she prays or prophecies. And even when she's under the sound of the word
of God, she should. Hear the word of God with all subjection. How can she be hearing it with all subjection if she's not even wearing the sign
of subjection? On her head. That would be a violation of the principles of Scripture. She was concerned about that. She was concerned about
women speaking in the church. And then she asked the pastor. | don't think one man ministry is according to God. That's not the way | read it
in the scriptures. But the prophets speak two or three and let the others judge. Now there were an Antioch, certain prophets and teachers
and then five are mentioned. Acts 13. Barnabas is the first one mentioned, Saul is the last, and then there are three others. And there were 5
Not one man, not one man over the congregation. The Word of God is so abundantly clear that he has given gifts in each local assembly to
function under the lead and the guidance of the Spirit of God. And what has man done? He's taken his own thoughts. He's placed one man
over the congregation. He says you. They said you are our leader, you are our pastor, you are our minister. And. That is, that's a sin in the
holy things of the Lord. That's ecclesiastical corruption bringing into the church all those things borrowed from Judaism. The beautiful ornate
buildings, millions of dollars spent on erecting a place of worship, the holy place of worship, they'd call it. And then they go to hear a sermon.
Worship at all Worship is the outflow of the redeemed heart to God. It's a priestly function. We function as holy priests to OfferUp spiritual
sacrifices to God by Jesus Christ. | was just reading the other night, having come home, picked up the Christian treasury that had just come.
And there was a question in there about why is worship more important than service. | thought the answer was excellent. Excellent. Read it if
you haven't read the article. Excellent answer to show how that the outflow of the redeemed heart to God takes priority. And then there's the
service which flows from that. So our exercise of our priestly function. Where do you see that? In system, where do you see true worship?
They say, come worship with us. And then you come there and sit down and all you hear is a sermon. That's not worship, that's ministry.
What you're hearing right now is ministry. That's God speaking through the servant, the vessel to you, Christ speaking through the vessel to
his members and edifying them, building them up in their most holy faith. But that's not priesthood. Tomorrow morning we'll be here around
the blessed Lord. Function in our priestly character, every heart overflowing with praise and adoration and worship to the One who has loved
us and given himself for us. How did this come in? How did this corruption of divine order come into the church? Why is it that such a great
percentage in Christendom has deviated from the divine order? As soon as. And has been placed in a position of responsibility and held
accountable to be obedient in that he fails. So it has happened in the church, he has failed.

Now verse 12, First Corinthians 3. If any man build upon this foundation, gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble. Every man's work
shall be made manifest, for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire. That is the day. There's a day coming when
everything that has been done in the Christian profession will be tested by the fire. And everything that is not according to this book. Will be
burned up. Everything. Now there are those that are very prominent in the Christian world and they are supporting, they are endorsing, they
are giving all the weight of their gift to some things which are a departure from the pattern of the Word of God. Basically what | want to plead
with you young people about this morning. Is that you take heed to the word of God. You do not sit idly by and allow things to be introduced
which are not according to the word of God. That that we hold fast to what we have. That we hold fast to the truths that have been recovered



to us. And that what we build in our lives, what we lend our support to, what we pray about. Are gold and silver and precious stones, not the
wood, hay and the stubble, which will not meet with his approval? Every man's work, verse 13 shall be made manifest. There's a day coming.
Beloved young brother and sister, that every one of us, every one of us, all our work, whatever we've done for the Lord is going to be made.
Manifest is going to be clearly made manifest. What does he say for that? They shall declare it. There is a day coming when everything will be
brought out into the light as to what we have supported and what we have refused to support. | know one young believer was witnessing to a
fellow believer at his work. And invited this other Christian to come out to the meeting. And he did, and he observed and said he enjoyed it.
And then that other Christian invited the brother who was gathered out to the Lord's name, to come with him to his church. Then he declined.
And the first Christian said, well, | came to your church, now you come to mine. And the young believer said that's not my church. That her
language is a mistake in our thoughts. | don't have a church. Christ has His church, and He has given instruction in His Word. How Christians
are to meet, how we are to assemble. That we should give liberty to the Spirit of God to use whomsoever He will in the ministry of the Word.
We see that so beautifully brought out in the reading meetings when he uses various ones. To unfold the precious things of the word of God.
But it's not a one man ministry. It's not a designated ministry appointed by the church or by an election of elders or what have you. It's
leaving the Spirit of God free. To use whomsoever he will, whether it is in worship, in prayer, in the ministry of the Word, in the administrative
functions of the assembly. The Spirit of God has been set aside in practice by so much in Christendom. Young people, you're going to meet.
Other Christians. If you witness, especially if you're faithful, if you give out tracts, if you speak faithfully for your Lord, you're going to meet
other Christians. Let me say this, if any of us older ones, I'll make it very personal. If | have ever, and | know | have, | shouldn't say it. If | know
| have given the impression that we are a little bit better than Christians out there in system, let me say to you, | sincerely apologize.

For ever giving that impression, if I've ever given it. Or if any of us older ones have given it, that's wrong. That's wrong. We're not one whit
better than any other believer. It's not a question of us being better than anyone else. We're all sinners saved by grace. We were all far from
him, alienated from the life of God through the ignorance that was in us on account of the hardness of our hearts, who, being past feeling,
had given themselves over unto lasciviousness to work all on cleanness with greediness. That was our state. We were all in that state. And
God called us out of that darkness into his marvelous light. No, we're not any better. We're all trophies of the grace of God. And Christ doesn't
love the gathered Saints one bit more than He does those who aren't gathered. He loves us all with the same love. It's a question of
obedience to the Book. Someone could say of Ben Johnson. He was a great runner. Yes he was. Yes he is. But he violated the rules. It's not a
question of being a true Christian. It's not a question of do | love the Lord? We don't question that. We don't, we don't. That's not for us to to
decide upon. Sometimes I've heard it's said, shaking the head. | don't see how they can go on with that. Well, when we think of some of the
things that we go on with in our lives which are not pleasing to the Lord, we can shake our heads at ourselves too. That doesn't change the
principle that we have before us here to follow the rule book. To build according to the word of God. And if we present the truth to some who
are outside of it, just leave it with them and with the Spirit of God to bring that home in power to the soul. You know everyone that the Spirit
of God works in the heart of will be brought to the to the Lord and we don't have to add man's way of doing it. In order to do that, just present
the Word of God and the Spirit of God will use His word for the glory of Christ. But our responsibility is to build according to the rule book.
According to the word of God. Notice what it says in verse 13. Every man's work shall be made manifest, for the day shall declare it, because
it that is, the day shall be revealed by fire or in fire, and the fire shall try every man's work. How much it is? No, no, no. Of what sort it is, is it
according to the word of God? Well, in order for us to try everything, prove all things, hold fast that which is good. Or right is to know this
book young people, let me tell you this you'll never. Have as much time to read the Word of God, to study it, to make it your own as right
now, in your young years. Use those young years. Use those moments with the Lord. Use those moments that you have right now before you
get married, to read the Word, to study it, to ponder it, to make it your own. Because when you get into a family and children come, you will
find that you have less and less time. To read and study the Word of God. What you make your own when you're young stays with you your
whole life. And I'm so thankful that when | got saved as a boy of 19, | got into the word with intensity and studied it and studied it. And oh,
how how much blessing that has been to my soul through my lifetime. Verse 14. If any man's work abide which he hath built, thereupon he
shall receive a reward. So there are those that build according to the word of God, and they're going to be rewarded for that. Their work will
abide. It will be according to the Scriptures. Then he says in verse 15, if any man's work shall be burned.

And how much has been built? Which is called Christian? That is not Christian at all. It's given the name, but it's not according to the word of
God. If any man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss. But he himself shall be saved yet so as by fire that ought to read through the fire.
He's not saved by the fire, but he's saved right through the fire. He goes through the fire and his works are burned, but he's saved. That's the
point. So you have two kinds of builders here, The first who builds according to the Word of God, and he gets a reward. The second one who
builds the kinds of materials which come from men. There really are not. According to the scriptures, those things will be burned up, but the
individual is saved. They're safe, he's saved, and then there's a third kind of builder. Verse 16 No ye not that ye are the temple of God. And
that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now he's not talking about it us individually here, but he looks at the the the the Christians in their
collective character and he says you collectively at Corinth are the temple of God. You are where God the Holy Ghost dwells. And recognize
that in your comings together, know ye not that ye are the temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you. We're not going to turn
to it, but in the 6th chapter of this same book, he says that our bodies. Are the Temple of the Holy Ghost we're not our own. We're bought
with the price now there. It's the individual believer. The individual believer's body is the temple of the Holy Ghost, but here it's the local
assembly is the temple of the Holy Ghost, and according to Ephesians 2, the whole church universal is the dwelling place of the Spirit of God.
| remember speaking on that subject once and someone came up to me afterward, a young believer, and said, does the Spirit of God dwell
among the the denominations? To and | said absolutely, the Spirit of God is there where the name of Christ is professed. The Spirit of God is
among all Christians, individually and collectively. Now being gathered to the name of the Lord is another subject, and there He promises His
presence to those who are gathered to His name. That's another matter. You would not say that that was true of those who are not so
gathered, but the Spirit of God. His habitation is the church universal and the church, of course, in a locality, which is what we have in First
Corinthians. They were the temple locally of the Spirit of God. And he says in verse 17, If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God
destroy. Now that word defile and the word destroy exactly the same word in the Greek if any man defile or corrupt. Or destroy the temple of
God, that is, destroy its true character. As being holy by bringing in doctrine, which. Attacks the fundamentals of the faith. He actually
corrupts the temple of God. He actually destroys it in its true character of holiness. It says him, shall God destroy, destroy. Now there's one
who builds in the professing church, but he's not real at all. He's going to be destroyed. So you've got three kinds of builders. You've got a
true believer who builds gold, silver and precious stones. That's what we want to be to build according to the word of God. You've got true
believers who build wood, hand stubble, true believers. But what they're building and what they're lending their support to, the weight of
their gift to is not according to the pattern which has been given to us. And that's going to be burned up. They'll be saved, but that'll be



burned up. And then there's the one who corrupts. The temple of God introduces that which is positively false to the foundation, false to the
foundation truths of the gospel. His hymn Shall God destroy. | trust there's no one in this company. That is in that third category. For the
temple of God is holy. So to introduce principles or doctrines which. Corrupt and thereby destroy the true character of God's temple, which is
holiness.

To introduce that it says him, Shall God destroy the temple of God? Is holy which temple ye are the Saints of God are viewed down here as
the. Temple of God, and notice how he ends this chapter. And then we close. Let no man deceive himself. If any man among you seemeth to
be wise in this world, Brother Chapter Brown used to say, and | repeat it often, we are never wiser than Scripture, never wiser than Scripture.
If any man among you seemeth to be wise in this world, | have a thought | want to introduce into our local gathering this and that thing. |
heard that from someone that was preaching over the radio or whatever it might be, and | think that's a good idea. That's not the question.
It's not a question whether | think it's a good idea. It's a question is it according to the pattern which has been shown to us in the Word of
God, how important that we follow the Scriptures in all that we do? For instance, this gathering, someone asked me recently, you know, what
scripture do we have? Just to have young people together. | can't. To me, it's it's I. I've wrestled with the question. | | think that whenever the
Saints of God, regardless of what class, age group they might be in, can be over the precious word of God as we are today. How can anyone
find fault with that? | think we have to be very large in our in our hearts and I think it's such a joy and a delight to my heart to see so many of
you young ones that are here to be over the word of God together with some of us who are a little bit older too, How good that is. Any man
among you seemeth to be wise in this world. Let him become a fool. That means. Let him take the place of knowing nothing. That he may be
wise. How do we get wise by this book, by this precious book, And if we follow the principles of this book? That's where we'll get wisdom,
that's where we'll get understanding and let us take the place. Of knowing nothing. Let us take the place of the fool, if you will, in order that.
We can be wise in what God has given us in His precious Word. May God help us. As we realize, not just in our individual lives, | know so much
ministry is given to young people about their individual pathway and it's so important. | think probably the most important that we go on with
the Lord individually first of all. But we also have responsibilities in connection with the testimony of the Lord that which. Is precious to him.
The assembly, God's thought is not just to save a bunch of individuals and bring us to heaven. But he places us into one body. We're
members one of another. We all are intimately connected with one another, just as the members of my body are to one another, so that we
can help one another and we can function together as members of that one body. Let's close by singing 327. Lord.
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