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“See with what large letters | have written to you with my own hand. As many as are wishing to have a good appearance in (the) flesh, these
are compelling you to receive circumcision, only in order that they may not be persecuted for the cross of the Christ. For neither the ones
having already received circumcision, do themselves observe law, but they are wishing you to receive circumcision in order that they may
boast in your flesh. But for me, far be it to boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom to me (the) world is crucified, and
Ito (the) world. For neither circumcision is anything, nor uncircumcision, but new creation. And as many as shall walk in line [or, in step] by
this rule, peace on them and mercy, even on the Israel of God.

"For the rest, let no one cause troubles to me, for | am carrying in my body the brands of Jesus. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ (be) with
your spirit, brothers. Amen.” vss. 11-18.

“See with what large letters | have written to you with my own hand.” We must remember that Paul was a highly educated man, both in
Greek learning at Tarsus (his native place), and in Jerusalem at the feet of Gamaliel, who was one of the wisest and most famous of the
Jewish Rabbis. See Acts 22:3; 5:34. But now, perhaps, the “hands” (Acts 20:34) of Paul had become more accustomed to tent-making than to
handling a pen; but it seems clear from these words just quoted that the Apostle wrote the whole epistle to the Galatians with his own hand.
Probably this is the only epistle Paul wrote himself. He generally used a friend to write for him, while he dictated what he wished to say. (For
example, in Rom. 16:22 we read: “l Tertius, who wrote this epistle, salute you in the Lord.” That means that while Paul dictated, Tertius wrote
down the words for him.) With regard to the epistle to the Galatians, we cannot be quite sure that Paul wrote the whole epistle, as it may
mean that he only wrote the last part of the epistle, quoted above. Paul usually wrote with his own hand a few words at the end of each
epistle, as a guarantee that the epistle was genuine, for evidently there were those who forged the Apostle’s name, and sent out letters that
pretended to be from him, but were not genuine. See 2 Thess. 2:2— “Be not soon shaken in mind... nor by word, nor by letter as [if it were]
from us.”

These words we are now considering may be his usual personal ending written by his own hand in large letters; but on the other hand it
seems more probably that it means that Paul wrote the whole epistle. As far as | know, it is not possible to be quite certain which is the
meaning. If it means the whole letter was written by Paul, we can very well understand that in a matter that was so urgent as these Christians
giving up the faith of Christ to go to the Jewish law, the Apostle may have felt that he could not have anyone come between himself and
these dear wandering sheep; and so his own hand must write every word. There were two styles of writing in use at the time Paul wrote this
epistle. One style used large letters each one separate from the other like printed letters; the other style was more like our hand-writing, the
letters were small and joined together. Paul evidently used the large bold letters; and that style was very suitable, for the subject is of such
fundamental importance, and the large bold letters suited this. May God grant that this whole epistle should be written in our hearts with
such great, large, bold letters, that we may never forget or lose sight of them.

“As many as are wishing to have a good appearance in (the) flesh, these are compelling you to receive circumcision, only in order that they
may not be persecuted for the cross of Christ.” The words “are compelling” mean they were trying hard at that time, as they had tried with
Titus, to force the Galatians to be circumcised; but these words do not mean they had succeeded. They did not succeed with Titus. You
remember that in our last chapter, we considered v.8: “The one sowing unto his own flesh shall from the flesh reap corruption.” Now we read
of those who are trying to make a good appearance in the flesh. These were sowing to the flesh, and the harvest would be corruption. The
ones who were seeking to compel the Galatians to be circumcised were only doing it to make a good appearance, and to escape persecution.
It was the Jews who kept stirring up the persecution as we have seen. But why would the Jews persecute anybody who was making himself
like a Jew? Why persecute anybody who was upholding and spreading the Jewish law and the Jewish ceremonies? We in China know how easy
it is for us to do something that will help us to escape persecution. None of us likes persecution, and the Galatian Christians were no different
from us in this matter. In their hearts perhaps they said, Circumcision is a small affair, and if it helps me to escape persecution, | will receive
circumcision. But they forgot that the one who received circumcision put himself on the ground of being a Jew, and he was now responsible to
keep the whole law, and if he did not do so, then he must perish. Christ must be all, or nothing. No man can have Christ and circumcision; no
man can be saved by Christ and the law. Every man must choose, and if he chooses Christ, then he must forever turn away from the law and
from circumcision. These men teaching the law did not really seek God'’s glory, or the blessing of the Galatians, but only their own safety.
“For even the ones having (already) received circumcision [or, the circumcision party], they themselves do not observe the law, but they are
wishing you to receive circumcision in order that they may boast in your flesh.” The Galatians had only to watch these teachers of the law to
see that they themselves did not observe the law; why then should the Galatians follow them? For the law could only curse anyone who did
not keep it. But if these law teachers could write back to Jerusalem and tell the Jews there that so many Galatian Gentiles had received
circumcision through their labors, it would bring much fleshly glory to them. In this way they were boasting in the flesh of the Galatians, but
what a miserable boast it was! It was for a Gentile to turn Jew, to take on a load that no Jew had ever been able to bear, to put himself under
a curse that did not belong to him! But more than this, we may see through all these words that these law teachers were not honest, truthful,
upright men. They knew they did not keep the law, and they knew the Galatians could not keep it; yet they were doing all in their power to
bind this burden, that they knew they could not bear, upon them. They were just like the Pharisees in the time of our Lord— hypocrites.
(Matt. 23:4-15.)


https://www.clickbible.org/post/galatians-61-george-christopher-willis-130580/
https://bibletruthpublishers.com/bible-truth-study-bible/btsb

It is remarkable that we find the same thing today; those who are law teachers, whether they teach the law of Moses, or whether they are
seeking to make the Lord’s people subject to rules and regulations and traditions of men; such teachers are nearly always dishonest and
untruthful. If you look at 1 Tim. 4:1-6, you will see that there we read of deceiving spirits and teachings of demons, speaking lies in hypocrisy,
cauterized as to their own conscience, forbidding to marry, (bidding) to abstain from meats. These law teachers in Galatia were very much
like this; indeed the Spirit of God may have had just such men before Him, as He wrote these words. Those who teach the law today, do not
keep the law, any more than the law teachers in Galatia kept it. This professing what they do not carry out makes a man dishonest, makes
him a hypocrite; he pretends to be what he is not. He is deceiving himself, as we read in vs. 7, and as he continues to deceive himself, his
conscience gradually becomes dead, cauterized, as with a hot iron, so that it no longer has any feeling; and without shame they can stand up
and teach what they know is not the truth. This was true in Galatia and it is equally true today. In Eph. 4:18, 19 we read of men’s hearts
becoming callous, so they no longer feel pain when they commit sin. Notice that “law” is without the article. It does not refer only to the law
of Moses, but also to the principle of law in general. They were careless even with regard to matters they should have observed.

“But for me, far be it to boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom [or, through which] to me (the) world is crucified,
and | to (the) world.” These law teachers were boasting in the proselytes they were making among the Galatian Christians. They were
boasting over each one who received circumcision. They were boasting in the flesh. Paul had only one boast— the cross of our Lord Jesus
Christ! (See 1 Cor. 1:17-24.) To most people today His cross is still a shame and a scandal. (ch. 5:11.) Even most Christians today are
ashamed to mention His cross as they go about their daily labors. To Paul, it was all his glory, it was all his boast. Paul could exclaim: “The
Son of God loved me, and gave Himself for me!” (ch. 2:20). Paul could cry: Yes, gave Himself for me, to die on a Roman gibbet, like the
lowest and worst criminal; and all because He took my place. That was the cross! It is not the cross as we see it so often printed and painted,
or made up in gold or silver or wood ornaments. That was not the cross in which Paul boasted, but the cruel, rough, wicked murder of God’s
only begotten Son, who went to that cross willingly, for Paul’s sake, and for my sake. Is that not enough to make me boast in the cross of our
Lord Jesus Christ? Could | ever be ashamed of His cross when | remember that He went to that cross for me? May God help us to follow Paul in
this blessed verse.

I. Watts

To seek a good appearance, or even a religious appearance before the world, is to seek the honor of the world which has dishonored Christ—
not only dishonored Him, but rejected Him and nailed Him on a cross. That cross is to me salvation. It is the wonderful proof of the love of
God, and of the love of His only begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. But that cross was, to Him, shame, dishonor, suffering that no tongue
can ever tell. “Thou hast known My reproach, and My shame, and My dishonor.... Reproach hath broken My heart; and | am full of heaviness:
and | looked for some to take pity, but there was none; and for comforters, but | found none. They gave Me also gall for My meat; and in My
thirst they gave Me vinegar to drink.” Psa. 69:19-21. “My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?"” (Mark 15:34). (See also Matt. 27:46.)
Who can ever tell, to all eternity, the unfathomable depths of sorrow in these words? That is the cross. He bore it for me, for you, for Paul! O
reader, “Is it nothing to you, all ye that pass by? behold, and see if there be any sorrow like unto My sorrow, which is done unto Me,
wherewith the Lord hath afflicted Me in the day of His fierce anger” (Lam. 1:12). If we have in any small measure entered into that sorrow,
surely we must cry with Paul, “By whom the world to me is crucified, and | to (the) world.” Or it may be just as truly read: “By it [the cross]
the world to me is crucified.”

Paul did not want the honor of a world which at that cross dishonored Paul’s Lord. He would boast in that cross, but that was his only boast.
He would not boast in his sufferings or his labors or his revelations— only in the cross. Paul, at the cross, identified himself with Christ. He was
crucified to the world which had crucified His Master, and likewise the world was crucified to him. They had nothing in common. There was no
friendship between them. The world spurned Paul, as Paul spurned the world. They were crucified to each other. The world has shown by the
cross what it really is. We must choose whether to go on with the world that crucified Christ, or whether we shall boast in the cross on which
that world nailed Him. “The friendship of the world is enmity with God. Whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God”
(James 4:4). “If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him” (1 John 2:15).

“For neither circumcision is anything, nor uncircumcision, but new creation.” In the cross these old outward forms and ceremonies all passed
away. They were nothing. In themselves they were absolutely useless. As a sign of trusting to the law, they could only bring the law’s curse.
But actually they were nothing. In ch. 5:6 we had already read almost the same words: “For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision has any
power, nor uncircumcision; but faith working through love.” Circumcision has no power, and is nothing. But what does matter is new creation.
This word “new” means something fresh, that we have not had before. Old things have passed away at the cross; for the believer, all is new.
We have now:

A new covenant (Matt. 26:28; 1 Cor. 11:25).

A new commandment (John 13:34).

A new doctrine (Acts 17:19).

A new creation (Gal. 6:15; 2 Cor. 5:17).

A new Man (after the pattern of Christ; Eph. 4:24).

We shall have hereafter:

A new name, the believer’s (Rev. 2:17).

A new name, the Lord’s (Rev. 3:12).

The new Jerusalem (Rev. 3:12; 21:2).



A new heaven and a new earth (Rev. 21:1).
All things new (Rev. 21:5; 2 Cor. 5:17).

We enter this new creation by the new birth. We must be born again if we would enter here. (John 3.) That is what matters. The new birth
brings with it eternal life, salvation, forgiveness of sins, entrance into the Father’s family; by it we become children, heirs of God, and
joint-heirs with Christ. (Rom. 8:17.) Yes, new creation matters. It is truly something, but circumcision and uncircumcision are nothing. Do they
want a rule? Must they have a rule to walk by? Very good. This rule, the rule of the new creation, the rule of the new birth, is the rule for us to
walk by now. This word means to walk in line. It is the same word as we had in ch. 5:25. We might say, “As many as keep step by this rule”;
to them the Apostle says, “Peace on them and mercy, even on the Israel of God.” The law can only bring trouble and a curse. In contrast to
the trouble these law teachers had brought, the Apostle sends a message of peace to those who walk by the rule of the new creation. “Peace
on them and mercy” (vs. 16). Mercy is generally not included in the greetings to an assembly, but only to individuals. (See 1 Tim. 1:2;

2 Tim. 1:2; Titus 1:4.) But in Galatia there were the true ones in the assemblies, and in this time of trouble they needed mercy. This is
probably the only case where mercy is wished to assemblies.

The law teachers were boasting in the Galatians who had received circumcision, and so outwardly had become Jews. But this did not make
them God's people. In ch. 3:7, 9, 29, we find much the same thought. “The ones on the principle of faith, these are the sons of Abraham.” So
now in contrast to the false teachers making false Jews, the Apostle cries in triumph, these are “the Israel of God” (vs. 16). These who walk by
the rule of the new creation are the true Israelites, not those wearing the badge of circumcision. The people of Israel had three names:
Hebrews, Jews and Israelites. Jews were especially those of the tribes of Judah and Benjamin, though many others had joined them under this
name. “Israel” means “prince of God,” and was the name given to Jacob by God Himself when he wrestled with the angel and prevailed. “Thy
name shall be called no more Jacob [which means cheater], but Israel [a prince of God]: for as a prince hast thou power with God and with
men, and hast prevailed.” Gen. 32:28. This name includes all the descendants of Jacob, all the twelve tribes, not the two tribes only as the
name “Jew” means. It is most interesting to notice that this name Israel, is the name chosen by God’s earthly people today, as they once
again begin to take possession of their own land. But the true Israelites are those “born again” into God’s household.

The Apostle has almost finished: “For the rest [which probably means, For the rest of time, from this time forward, or, from henceforth] let no
one cause troubles to me, for | am bearing in my body the brands of Jesus.” How much trouble, how much anguish of soul, those Galatians
had caused to Paul. Now he must say to those who at one time would have plucked out their eyes for him: “Let no man cause trouble to me.”
It is the same expression that the Lord used in Matt. 26:10 to the disciples about the woman who broke the flask of very precious ointment,
while He sat at meat in the house of Simon the leper. These law teachers everywhere were always causing trouble to the Apostle. What
brands did they bear as proof of the Master to whom they belonged? None whatever. Circumcision was not “the brand of Jesus” (vs. 17).
Circumcision is the brand of the law. But by it, and by preaching circumcision, they escaped the persecution which had covered Paul’s body
with scars: scars from being stoned, scars from Roman rods, scars from Jewish stripes, weariness and painfulness, watchings and fastings,
hunger and thirst, had all left their marks on his body; not to speak of the daily load of care caused by “all the churches” (ch. 1:2). What a
load the Galatian churches were! And these all left their mark. (See 2 Cor. 11:25-28.) These were the brands that marked out forever whose
he was and whom he served. (Acts 27:23.) Strange, is it not, how few there are today who bear in their body the brands of Jesus? Perhaps it is
that we are too much like the law teachers, afraid of persecution for the cross. Paul was not ashamed of these brands. Some of the Jewish
refugees from Germany have been branded on their foreheads with “J” (for Jew) and many are ashamed of this brand. Paul gloried in the
brands of Jesus that he bore. In the days of old, a Roman master would brand his slaves to show whose they were and whom they served,
and a brand was a sign of slavery and disgrace, but not so to Paul. Read the first verse of the epistle to the Romans, the first of Paul’s epistles
in your Bible: “Paul, slave of Jesus Christ.” | love those words. They tell me that the Lord Jesus Christ had bought Paul, body, soul and spirit;
he belonged utterly and altogether to Jesus Christ, as much as— indeed more than— any slave in Rome belonged to his Roman master. Paul
gloried in those words, “slave of Jesus Christ,” and he gloried in the marks he bore, the brands of Jesus.

Very rarely the Apostle uses the holy name of Jesus alone. Perhaps he uses it in this way here to remind us that our Lord Jesus Christ, as the
Man, JESUS, also bore brands— the marks of scourging— “His visage was so marred more than any man, and His form more than the sons of
men” (Isa. 52:14). And in His hands and feet and side, He still bears those marks that we will gaze upon in glory, with wonder, love and
adoration.

It would be well if the Christians in China, and in other lands too, would learn a lesson from the Apostle Paul in their use of this holy name.
How often one’s heart is made sad by the light and careless way in which even Christians use this precious name, without the title that Paul
so loves to use, LORD JESUS.

“The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brothers. Amen.”

In ch. 1:3 Paul had wished them grace and peace; now in closing he again wishes them grace. How much we all need grace; without it we
must perish. Grace, not law, is what the Galatians needed, and it is what we need. “The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ” (vs. 18). It reminds us
of those same words in 2 Cor. 8:9— “Ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though He was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor,
that ye through His poverty might be rich.” That is the grace that is to be with our spirits; and if indeed it were so, it would produce in us the
mind which was in Christ Jesus. (Phil. 2:5.) With that grace ever with our spirits, and that mind being in us, there would be no fear of the law
teachers ever gaining our ear or our hearts. May the Lord keep us— keep our spirits— ever in a deep, deep sense of His own grace.

And the last word of the epistle is “brothers”; it is a most unusual place to put such a word. Was it by accident that this word is the last word
of Galatians? No, | am sure it is no accident. It is one of those wonderful touches which makes our inmost hearts know that this Book is
inspired by God. The last word tells of love, the love of God’s family; it tells of their oneness, it tells of the Father’s loving care, of His yearning
heart, for these sheep that were being led astray. Brothers! Let this sweet word sink down into our hearts. The law does not make us
brothers. No, it is just the new birth of which the Holy Spirit has just reminded us that makes us brothers. The Apostle had been in doubt of
them, but that last word brothers takes away the doubt; it carries with it the love which his heart must have so longed to send to them, for
you note there is not one message of love or greeting, except the general message of grace with which he begins and closes the epistle.



It has been a sad, stern letter that the Apostle has had to write. The first epistle to the Corinthians cost Paul much affliction and anguish of
heart and many tears (2 Cor. 2:4); but this epistle to the Gal. 1 am sure cost him even more. What it cost him, none can say, but what a
treasure for us today. It was surely the devil’s work to send those law teachers to Galatia, but there was a higher hand, and a heart of love
that guided all; and through this attack of the enemy He forged for us a sword of the finest steel that has met the enemy’s attacks for
nineteen hundred years, and is as fresh and strong as ever it was. May God Himself teach our hands to war and our fingers to fight with it
(Psa. 144:1) to His own glory. Amen.

About the Author My father, G. Christopher Willis, was born in Toronto, Canada in 1889. At an early age he accepted the Lord Jesus as His
Savior and his whole life was devoted to his Master. As a child he used to read “China’s Millions”, a magazine published by what was the

China Inland Mission. He was greatly influenced by this and from that time he wanted to go to China, to share the good news. He studied

engineering at McGill University and was married a few years later. When he proposed to my mother it was not “Will you marry me?” but
“Will you go to China with me?”

My parents went to China in 1921 with their three little children. They were “independent” missionaries and things were very hard at first.
They moved from South China to Kuling, a beautiful spot in the mountains in Northern China, as the children could not tolerate the weather in
the South.

Here my father obtained a job supervising the building of a post-office. Many missionaries used to go to Kuling for their holidays, and here, for
the first time, my father met “liberal” Christians. He was so shocked at some of their beliefs, that he wrote to England and bought books to
refute their teaching. He used to sell these on the side of the road, in front of the post-office building, during his lunch hour. It was here the
idea of a good and sound Christian book shop germinated. In 1924 we moved to Shanghai, where my father opened the Christian Book Room
which is still operating.

My parents were both interned by the Japanese during the Second World War and were home in Canada for only a short time before they
went back. His whole life was spent serving the Lord and he loved and was dearly loved by the Chinese people.

In all his business he found time to write several books and was often working on illuminated Scripture texts. He operated the Christian Book
Room and did a great deal evangelizing. He finally returned to Canada in 1967.

Even in his old age he still wrote and worked on his illuminated texts and spent much time visiting. | remember so well, when he was unable
to care for himself, and | looked after him, the thick calouses on his knees from all the time he spent in prayer. It can be truly said of him that
even though he is now with the Lord his works still speak.

F.M.W. (1989)

Meditations on the Epistle to the Galatians: Beautiful Grace, Galatians 6:6-10: Sowing and Reaping

“But let the one being taught the Word, be having fellowship [or, sharing] with the one teaching, in all good things. Do not be misled [or,
deceived], God is not scoffed at. For whatever a man may sow, that (very thing) also he shall reap. For the one sowing in the interests of his
own flesh, shall from the flesh reap corruption, but the one sowing in the interests of the Spirit, shall from the Spirit reap eternal life. But let
us not lose heart in doing the right, for in its own time, not relaxing, we shall reap. So then, while we may have time [or, as we may have
opportunity], let us labor (doing) the good towards all, but especially towards members of the household of the faith.” vss. 6-10.

V.5, which we considered in our last chapter, said: “Each one shall carry his own load.” It may be there is a very close connection between
this verse and v.6, which we have quoted above. In 1 Cor. 16:1, 2 we read: “Now concerning the collection for the saints, as | have given
order to the churches of Galatia, even so do ye. Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him in store, as God hath
prospered him, that there be no gatherings when | come” (1 Cor. 16:1-2). So we may see that the Apostle had already taught the Galatian
Christians the blessed truth of Christian giving, as he later taught the Corinthian Christians. But we find there is no commendation for the
generosity of the Galatians as there was for the Corinthian assembly (2 Cor. 9:2), and for the assemblies in Macedonia. “Moreover, brethren,
we do you to wit of the grace of God bestowed on the churches of Macedonia; how that in a great trial of affliction, the abundance of their joy
and their deep poverty abounded unto the riches of their liberality. For to their power, | bear record, yea, and beyond their power they were
willing of themselves; praying us with much entreaty that we would receive the gift, and take upon us the fellowship of the ministering to the
saints.” 2 Cor. 8:1-4. In Rom. 15:26, 27 Paul tells us more of this collection for the poor saints at Jerusalem, and of how the Christians in
Achaia, which would include Corinth, had joined with the Christians in Macedonia in sending these funds. But we never read of the Galatian
Christians ever giving anything. The Galatians loved the law, and the law tells a man not to put his hand in his neighbor’s pocket to steal. But
grace tells the Christian to use these hands to labor so that he not only may not steal, but, on the contrary, he may put his hand in his own
pocket and give to those in need. Legal Christians are not generous Christians. It is grace, not law, that makes a man generous. A legal
Christian can always find some good reason for not giving to his brother.

The Apostle, inspired by the Holy Spirit, knows these things well, and he knows that persons like the Galatians would be only too glad to use
his exhortation, “each one shall carry his own load,” to provide an excuse not to share their good things with those who perhaps not only had
need of them, but also to whom they should give even in the bonds of duty. Over and over again the Apostle has taught those led to Christ
through his labors, that they are responsible to support those who labor for the Lord among them. See, for example, 1 Cor. 9:14— “So hath
the Lord ordained that they which preach the gospel should live of the gospel.” Or 1 Tim. 5:17, 18: “Let the elders that rule well be counted
worthy of double honor, especially they who labor in the word and doctrine. For the Scripture saith, Thou shalt not muzzle the ox that
treadeth out the corn. And, The laborer is worthy of his reward.” The Apostle Paul himself sought to make it his boast that he did not accept
this “reward,” but rather that he might “make the gospel of Christ without charge” (1 Cor. 9:18). “I seek not yours, but you” (2 Cor. 12:14) he
could say on another occasion.



But among the assemblies of the Galatians there was the very serious danger that the selfishness of legality would hinder them from
providing for the needs of those who labored among them, teaching them the Word of God. So the Apostle writes: “Let the one being taught
the Word, be having fellowship with the one teaching in all good things.” The word used for “teaching” and “begin taught” has the meaning
of teaching by word of mouth, and so would suggest those men among themselves who were doing this work. Notice, they taught “the
Word,” and not their ideas. It is most important for those who teach to teach the Word. Our thoughts have neither value nor power, but the
Word has both; if we stick to the Word, there will surely be a harvest. In another verse or two we will read, “Whatever a man may sow, that
very thing also he shall reap.” So let those who teach, teach the Word, and they may then be sure of a good harvest.

“Be having fellowship” really means “be sharing.” Some man has a good business or a good position, and is comfortably off, so that his wife
and family have all their needs abundantly supplied. Share, says the Apostle, these good things with those who have given up their business
or their position, in order to use their time and ability to teach the Word. This is God’s order and arrangement, and if the Lord’s people would
only heed this exhortation, how good it would be both for themselves and for the Lord’s laborers. It is a very sad thing to see many Christians
today living in good houses, with money for everything they need, and perhaps the Lord’s work is suffering for want of a share of this money
that the Christians are using for themselves. Strange as it may seem, it is generally the poor, like those in Macedonia, who are the most
generous givers.

Let us each remember that these things are not our own, and that the reckoning day is not far off, when we must give an account of how we
have used these “good things” that the Lord has given to us.

It is possible that this word “be having fellowship” goes much further than merely sharing in the good things of this life, but that it goes on to
every part of our lives, including spiritual things. Some persons use the word “to have fellowship with,” (1 Cor. 10:20) or to be “in fellowship,”
as meaning those who break bread at the Lord’s Table. This may, however, be a wrong way to use this expression, for alas, there are those
breaking bread who are not “in fellowship,” and there are those “in fellowship” who are not breaking bread. It is sweet indeed to the hearts of
both teacher and taught, when they can truly enjoy together that precious heart fellowship, as well as sharing in temporal things.

If you would lay down this book and take your Bible and read 2 Cor. 9, you would find that the Apostle takes a whole chapter there for the
subject of Christian giving. He tells how he could boast of the “forwardness” of the Corinthian Christians, and he compares this giving to
sowing and reaping. In speaking of giving, he says: “He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully
shall reap also bountifully” (2 Cor. 9:6). Now as he speaks of the same subject of giving to the Galatians (though notice he does not once use
this word, or tell them plainly they are selfish and miserly), he goes on: “Do not be misled!” This is the literal meaning of what the Apostle
says, but it has come to mean: “Do not be deceived! God is not scoffed at.” The word means to turn up our noses at God. The Apostle writes
to the Galatians to share with their teachers, but as they listen to this command, Paul knows there are those who will turn up their noses and
say, “Why should we listen to this man Paul? We have our new teachers from Jerusalem. Let us hear them.” It is not Paul you are turning up
your noses at. Far from it. Paul is only God’s messenger, bringing you God’s message. It is at God you are turning up your noses, when you
refuse to heed His Word: and do not be misled, do not be deceived; if you turn up your nose at God and His Word, the harvest for you will be
very, very bitter.

“Do not be misled, God is not scoffed at. For whatever a man may sow, that very thing also he shall reap.” What solemn words are these. If a
man sows rice, he reaps rice. If a man sows turnips, he reaps turnips. Day by day we are sowing— sowing what? We are sowing thoughts,
words, deeds! What shall we reap? What will the harvest be?

There are three things the Apostle brings to our notice about sowing: What we sow: “Whatever a man soweth, that very thing he shall also
reap.”

Where we sow: “The one sowing unto [or, in the interests of] the flesh... the one sowing unto [or, in the interests of] the Spirit.”
How we sow: “He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully” (2 Cor. 9:6).

We have been reading of the fruit of the Spirit. Fruit comes to us “in its own time” (1 Tim. 2:6) as the result of sowing. If we sow unto the
Spirit, then the fruit that we reap will be the fruit of the Spirit. But if we sow to the flesh, the harvest that we will receive will be according to
the “works of the flesh” (ch. 2:16). Notice also that the Word says: “The one sowing in the interests of his own flesh.” That extra word, “his
own,” that the Spirit of God has added here, tells us more of the selfishness which we thought we could see in the previous verses. It is “my
own flesh” that | have before me. It is “myself” | am thinking about, and thinking about myself always makes me selfish. That is the natural
result of the law, because the law makes me think about myself.

There was an infidel who once said: “Most things in the Bible | do not believe, but one verse | am compelled to believe; it is, ‘Whatever a man
soweth, that very thing he shall reap.’ | know this is true.”

Perhaps here the Spirit of God has the subject of giving chiefly before us; yet the sowing goes very much further than that. If | spend my time
and my money on myself, the harvest will be the fruit of selfishness. Those who sow to the flesh by drinking or smoking or drugs will also
reap a harvest, and a very bitter harvest it may be. These two harvests are set before us: corruption or eternal life. Reader, choose today:
What, where, and how will you sow?

Perhaps we should add a word about these two harvests. “Corruption” is spoken of in the Scriptures as death and decay (Rom. 8:21;

1 Cor. 15:42, 50), to which every child of Adam is subject. It is also used of the moral decay and wickedness in this world: “Having escaped
the corruption that is in the world through lust” (2 Peter 1:4). (See also 2 Peter 2:19, “servants of corruption.”) In Col. 2:22, the same word is
translated “perish,” and in 2 Peter 2:12 it is used twice, once translated “destroyed,” and once “corruption.” We see that the harvest of
sowing to the flesh is one of death and corruption for both body and soul.

We find that Scripture looks at eternal life in two ways: “He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting [or, eternal] life” (John 3:36). We have
this eternal life now, and we may enjoy it now and we may know now that we have it. But the Scriptures also look at eternal life as that which



we receive at the end of our journey when we reach home. Then we reap the harvest of sowing down here, and for the one who has sown to
the Spirit, that harvest will be eternal life. We find it used in this way in Rom. 6:22— “But now being made free from sin, and become
servants to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting life.” Here is the “sowing to the Spirit” once again, and the fruit is
holiness, and the final fruit, when we reach home, eternal life. But the next verse shows us eternal life in the other aspect: “The wages of sin
is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord” (Rom. 6:23). We accept God’s gift now, and now we have eternal life.
It is most important for us to remember that Scripture looks at eternal life in these two ways, or there will be many verses we cannot
understand.

One thing more we must notice before we leave “the harvest”: we may always expect to reap more than we sow. We read in the gospels of
those who reaped some “a hundredfold, some sixtyfold, some thirtyfold” (Matt. 13:8). This is true whether the seed be good or bad, and
whether the ground be good or bad. Jacob deceived his old father and stole his brother’s birthright. That was bad sowing, but he did not
expect the harvest he received. Laban deceived him about his wife, and he had to work another seven years in order to win her. Nor was this
all the harvest. Laban changed his wages ten times in his efforts to cheat him. That was only part of the harvest. He had twenty years of
bitter labor in Syria. Then his own sons deceived him about Joseph, and he spent twenty-two years in bitter sorrow, mourning him as dead.
This was part of the harvest of his own sowing. David committed adultery with Bathsheba, but he never expected the harvest would come as
it did; his own son defiled his sister. David murdered Bathsheba’s husband, but he never expected the harvest this brought; his son Amnon
was murdered by his brother, his baby died, and his son Absalom was killed in battle, without the hope of ever seeing him again in the world
to come. And finally Solomon the king puts his older brother to death for what was really conspiracy. Yes, reader, we reap more than we sow,
and we reap that very thing we sow. These are most solemn thoughts, and should make every one of us “consider” our “ways.” Hag. 1:5, 7.
Even by a thought we may sow to the flesh. How many books, pictures and magazines in these days sow to the flesh, and will bring forth a
harvest unto corruption. “Consider your ways!” (Hag. 1:7).

| remember a child whose father gave her a little garden, and she sowed beans in it. She waited for a day or two to see the beans grow up,
but she soon “lost heart,” and one morning | found her digging up the beans to see if they were growing. So the Apostle, well knowing our
hearts, adds: “Let us not lose heart in doing the right.” It is a different word from the “good things” we read of in v.6. It is often translated
“beautiful.” These are truly good things beautiful things, noble things, honorable things; these are the things every one of us may do every
day. We call them little things very often; perhaps giving a drink of cold water to someone who is thirsty. But that deed will get its reward; it
will have a harvest. Most of our lives are filled up with little things— often we think useless little things that are of little profit, but that have to
be done— meals have to be cooked, dishes have to be washed, children have to be cared for, our business or our daily job has to be done,
and often we long for something “bigger and better,” as we suppose, to do for our Lord. Brother, sister, these little, daily duties may be the
good, the noble, the honorable thing, “the right thing” (Rom. 10:5) for you to be doing. The Lord says to you two things: Do not lose heart; do
not relax. We first lose heart, it all seems to be so useless. Perhaps you teach a Sunday school class, but the children are not converted. Do
not lose heart, do not relax; in its own time you shall reap. It is God’s own promise, and it must be true.

The word “relax” is what happens to a bow string if it becomes loose; and then the bow is useless. The bow is only useful while the string is
tight. So if | relax in my work for the Lord, | become useless also; and remember in “its own time” (and that may be a long time, for seeds do
not all grow quickly), we shall reap if we do not relax.

“So then, while we have time [or it may be translated, as we have opportunity, but the word ‘time’ is the same as in the sentence before], let
us labor (doing) good towards all.” The word for “labor” makes us think of the hard work that is needed. And if we are to do good towards all,
it does require hard work. You remember we saw in ch. 5:13 that we were to be slaves to one another in love. Here we see the hard work we
are to do for one another. The word “towards all” may indicate our daily contact with others, when we have opportunity to speak a word, or
give a tract or booklet. | know a very earnest Christian man who has meetings in his shop. He was first led towards Christ through a boy, only
a child, who used to go to his shop to buy things, and often gave him a tract or spoke a word to him. He laughed at the boy, but he told me
years afterward that this was what really made him come to Christ. And it is only as we have time! “But this | say, brethren, the time is
short!” (1 Cor. 7:29). Soon our opportunities will be gone. Soon it will be too late. We will not have the opportunities in heaven to do good
towards all as we have now down here. And notice the word is to “all men,” saved and unsaved, as wide as God’s love to the world. (Compare
John 3:16.) May God help us each to give heed to this urgent call: “So then, while we have time, let us labor doing good towards all.”

But there is one more little word added to that exhortation: “Especially towards the household of the faith.” How often we have had the word
brothers in this little epistle. Now we have the whole household: brothers and sisters, father and mother, and little children. We find them all
in 1 John 2. Here we find them again, with the command to labor, especially doing good towards these: the household of the faith. “The faith”
is a term which tells us of the faith in Christ Jesus, and the household of faith includes every believer. May we remember that we all belong to
the same household. Man may build walls, with sects and societies that shut out other believers, but in God’s eyes we all belong to the same
household: the household of faith. In Eph. 2:19 it is called “the household of God,” (Eph. 2:19) and in Eph. 3:15 we read of “the family of God”
(Job 32:2). Let not our thoughts become narrow, to think of only one small part of that household, one group, one company in that household.
May God help us always to have hearts that take in every blood-bought child of God, and may He give us grace to labor for them all, doing
good (the same word as in v.6) towards them all, and towards all men.

Meditations on the Epistle to the Galatians: Beautiful Grace, Galatians 6:2-5: Burdens

“Be ever bearing one another’s burdens, and thus fill up to the full the law of Christ. For if anyone is reputed to be something, being nothing,
he is by fancies deceiving himself. But let each one test his own work, and then he will have his boast only with regard to himself, and not
with regard to the other. For each shall carry his own load.” vss. 2-5.

We saw in our last chapter that the Apostle changes from the plural to the singular while he says: “Paying attention to thyself, lest thou also
be tempted.” Now in the next words (which we have quoted above), he returns to the plural. It is such a very personal thing, to pay attention
to myself, to look to myself, that the plural there would not be suitable; and | do well to turn my eyes away from my fallen brother to look to



the beam that may be in my own eye, before | begin to cast the mote out of his eye. (See Matt. 7:3-5.)

Now we go back to the plural again: “Make it your habit to be bearing the burdens of one another.” The Galatian Christians were very anxious
to take up the burden of the law. This burden, you remember, Peter said was one which “neither our fathers nor we were able to bear”

(Acts 15:10); yet the Galatians were keen to bear this burden. No, says the Apostle, | will show you a better burden for you to bear than that.
Bear one another’s burdens. And do not do it only now and then, but make it your habit, day by day, to be ever bearing the burdens of your
brothers and your sisters. You remember in the last chapter, after the Apostle told them once again of their liberty, he immediately adds:
“But by love let it be your habit to be slaves to one another.” ch. 5:13. Now he tells them to make a habit of bearing each other’s burdens.
How many heavy burdens there are all around us, sin and sorrow, poverty and care, sighing and suffering. Here are burdens waiting for you
to take up, burdens that are so heavy they will drive you with them to the great Burden Bearer, the One who says, “Cast thy burden upon the
Lord” (Psa. 55:22). But the burden of law, with which most Christians today are burdening themselves, is not for us; we are free from the
law— free, so we may take up the burdens of one another. “It seemed good to the Holy Spirit, and to us, to lay upon you no greater burden
than these necessary things” (Acts 15:28). Then why do we everywhere see the people of the Lord making burdens for themselves with rules
and regulations that are not at all a part of “these necessary things” (Acts 15:28)? And even worse than this, we find them following the
example of the Pharisees: “For they bind heavy burdens and grievous to be borne, and lay them on men’s shoulders” (Matt. 23:4). How
different is this to the way of Christ, that we find in this verse in Galatians! Instead of binding on one another the heavy burdens, now it is our
joy to lift them off and carry them ourselves.

You want a law, says the Apostle, here is just the law for you! The law of the Christ! How different is the law of the Christ from the law the
Galatians were wishing to bear. Turn your eyes upon Christ. Has He not borne your heavy burden of sin for you? Can you not sing from the
very depths of your heart:

Are you not one of the “many” whose sins He bore? (Isa. 53:12.) It is true that that is a load He bore all alone. None can share that burden
with Him; none can take the sin of another. But how many other burdens has He borne for you and for me! “Surely He hath borne our griefs,
and carried our sorrows” (Isa. 53:4). That is the burden, dear fellow Christian, for you and for me to bear— the griefs and the sorrows of one
another around us. So will we be walking in the steps of our Master; so will we be filling up to the full the law of the Christ. Yes, that is the law
for us to fulfill— not the “law of commandments” (Eph. 2:15) or one of our own making. May the Lord Himself give us grace so to do!

But | believe we must not forget the connection between v.1 and v.2. In v.1 The Apostle speaks of the fall of a brother who sins, and
commands the spiritual ones to set him to rights. In days of old, in the service of the law, in the tabernacle and the temple, it was the duty of
the priests to deal with the sins of the nation. When a man sinned, he must take his offering to the priest “and the priest shall make an
atonement for him concerning his sin” (Lev. 5:6). It was the death of the offering (pointing forward to the death of Christ, the Lamb of God)
that made the atonement, but the priest acts for the fallen one in standing between God and the sinner. The Lord said to Aaron, “Thou and
thy sons... with thee... shall bear the iniquity of your priesthood” (Num. 18:1). The priest that offered the sin offering “for sin shall eat it: in
the holy place shall it be eaten” (Lev. 6:26). When we eat a thing we make it our own; it becomes part of us, and so the priest must deal with
the sin offering of the one who had sinned. | believe that the second verse of Gal. 6 is perhaps connected with the first verse in just this way.
God has made us to be priests unto Himself. (1 Peter 2:5; Rev. 1:6.) And when we are seeking to restore, to set to rights, a fallen brother, we
are doing the work of a priest, and we must “eat the sin offering” (Ezek. 45:17) in the holy place. This is not a thing that we may do lightly. It
is no light matter “to eat the sin offering” (Ezek. 45:17); for that sin offering has taken upon it the sin of the fallen brother, and now | make it
my own. It is the offering that makes atonement; the priest has no share in that work, but he does have a share in bringing the erring one to
God, and in doing so, he must eat the sin offering. That is, perhaps, the most difficult burden of all for us to bear for one another. That
requires grace and humility that most of us do not possess; and though we have our great High Priest from whom we may freely draw, most
of us seem to know very little of eating the sin offering for my fallen brother.

| think in v.1 The Apostle had used the words, “You, the spiritual ones,” in sarcasm. Those who put themselves under law are always occupied
with themselves and thinking of themselves, and so are either conceited, thinking themselves to be very spiritual, or else cast down as they
see the truth that they are really complete failures. But the work of bearing the burdens of one another is not a work that a conceited man
may take up; so the Apostle continues: “If anyone is reputed to be something, being nothing, he is by fancies deceiving himself.” These law
teachers were reputed to be very good and holy men. They were men probably from Jerusalem, probably with a famous reputation and a
great name; so the Galatians had received them according to this reputation. These were the men who were walking in the steps of the
Pharisees, binding on the Galatian Christians heavy burdens, but they knew nothing of bearing the burdens of one another. They knew
nothing of the mind of Christ, who made Himself of no reputation. So the Apostle continues: “If anyone is reputed to be something, being
nothing, he is by fancies deceiving himself.” This word, “he is by fancies deceiving,” is all one word in Greek and means, literally, “he is
deceiving his own mind.” This is the only place in the New Testament we find this word, though the adjective like it is in Titus 1:10, where
again it refers especially to this same sort of people who love to teach the law.

There are many today with a reputation; let such beware lest they are by fancies deceiving themselves. Wood and hay and stubble seem to
be much more than gold and silver and precious stones. (See 1 Cor. 3:12.) The word we have translated “reputed to be something” might be
better translated “seem to be something,” only we have had it before in ch. 2:2, 6, 9. We may be making a great show to those around us,
but will it stand the fire that must test it? And so the Apostle exhorts us: “But let each one test his own work.” How this reminds us of the
passage in 1 Cor. 3, to which we have just referred: “Every man’s work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall
be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try [or, test] every man’s work of what sort it is” (1 Cor. 3:13). | remember many years ago a friend of
mine had a box of silver dollars that got burned in a fire. When the fire was out, my friend found the silver dollars had all stood the test.
Among them was one made of lead but with a silver face, and the fire declared it. The fire revealed it was only lead, though before nobody
knew it was false. So in the coming day, the work of every one of us will be made manifest. Everything we do now will be tested then. This
testing time is called in Scripture, “the judgment seat of Christ” (2 Cor. 5:10). And “we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ.”

We must clearly understand that this is very different from “the great white throne” of judgment in Rev. 20:11 where the unsaved must all
appear. There only those appear who have refused Christ and trusted in their own works. They are judged according to their works, and their
terrible end is that they are cast into the lake of fire. But at the judgment seat of Christ, only those who belong to Christ appear. It is like prize



day at a school, when the work of the year will all be reviewed; for the examinations have tested the students, and their work has been made
manifest of what sort it is. “If any man’s work abide... he shall receive a reward. If any man’s work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he
himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire.” 1 Cor. 3:14, 15. We read of some who will give an account with groaning. (See Heb. 13:17.) This will
be a most solemn time for every one of us. | fear we will have some terribly bitter regrets and groans as we give our account, and as we see
what we had thought was a great pile of work for the Lord all consumed by the fire. We can deceive one another now and we can deceive our
own minds now, but we cannot deceive Christ, and that testing fire will try all. What about the rules and regulations that we have made?
What about the heavy burdens of law that we have taken upon ourselves, and bound upon others, so that there was no time or strength for
the work the Lord would have given us to do for Him? All will be burned; the law cannot stand the fire. The work of these law teachers must
all perish then, and be manifested at its true worth. Little wonder the Holy Spirit by the Apostle exhorts the Galatians, yes, exhorts us, “Let
each one test his own work.” It is the very same word “test” as we find in 1 Cor. 3:13. Oh brother, sister, oh my reader, may God give to me
and to you the grace we need to do that testing now as His Word exhorts us; then | may have my boast with regard to myself, not with regard
to another.

And what work will stand the fire? Only that which is according to the Word of God: “If a man also strive for masteries, yet is he not crowned,
except he strive lawfully” (2 Tim. 2:5). He must strive according to the rules of the contest and not according to his own ideas; the rules for us
are the Word of God. How much there is all around us, and perhaps much in our own lives, that is not according to that Word. Let us test our
work. Let us test it now. The Lord’s exhortation to us comes most solemnly: “Let each one test his own work, and then he will have his boast
only with regard to himself, and not with regard to the other.”

The Apostle closes this little section with the brief words, joined closely to those we have just been considering: “For each one shall bear his
own load.” In the second verse we were exhorted to bear one another’s burdens. But | am not to expect that my brother should bear my
burden for me, whatever | may do for him: “For each one shall bear his own load.” The word for “bear” is just the same as in the second
verse, but the word for load is quite different. The word in v.2 means a heavy burden; it is used of troubles, of faults, and of responsibilities in
ordinary Greek, and if it refers to the sin of the brother who had a fall in v.1, then we know that every sin and every fall must be a very heavy
burden, when we come to realize what we have done. The load in v.5 is the same word as the “light burden” that Christ speaks of in

Matt. 11:30. It really means “something carried,” whether it be heavy or light, and it is often used for a soldier’s “pack.”

You know in an army each soldier has his own pack, and he himself is responsible to carry that. Perhaps here, the Apostle is thinking of those
individual packs which he had so often seen the Roman soldiers carrying; so he says, as it were, the Christian soldier also has his own pack,
and we must each one of us carry that. Some soldiers put their own private things into their packs and make them heavy, but Christ’'s pack
that He gives to each one of us is light. If we fill it up with gold, or even with books, or some other thing that in our eyes is quite innocent and
harmless, we will soon find that our “load” has become very heavy. One of the best Christian soldiers that | ever knew used to say: “My life
motto is, ‘Travel light!"” Do not put anything in that pack except what the Captain of our salvation has put in it, and then we may be sure our
load will be, as He promised, “light.”

That soldier of Jesus Christ, of whom | have just spoken, had learned to travel with a very light pack, and perhaps that was the reason that
she (for she was a lady-soldier) was able to bear more of the burdens of her sisters and brothers than any other person | ever knew. If we
have filled up our own private load that we have to bear for ourselves with all sorts of things of our own, then we cannot expect to bear one
another’s burdens. We spoke of some burdens from which we are set free— our sins and the law— but there is another burden that is never
meant for the shoulders of a Christian, and that is the heavy, heavy burden of anxiety. The Lord says: “Be careful [or, anxious] for nothing;
but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God. And the peace of God, which
passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.” Phil. 4:6, 7. He tells us also what to do with anxiety when
it comes, as it so often does, trying to take possession of our hearts: “Casting all your anxiety upon Him, for it matters to Him about you.”

1 Peter 5:7. But the word for “casting” here is not the ordinary word to throw or cast or put; it means to hurl it away, as something we do not
want to have anyth