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Mark - Commentaries by Unknown Author

The Remembrancer: 1894, Mark 9:49-50 (9:49-50)

" For every one shall be salted with fire, and every sacrifice shall he salted with salt. Salt is good; but if the salt have lost its saltness,
wherewith will ye season it? Have salt in yourselves, and have peace one with another."

The Lord here lets us know that all should be tested by the perfect holiness of God, and that in judgment by one means or another. Every one
should be salted with fire-the good and the bad.

Where there was life, the fire would only consume the flesh; for when we are judged, we are chastened of the Lord, that we should not be
condemned with the world. If the judgment reaches the wicked (and assuredly it shall reach them), it is condemnation-a fire that is not
quenched. But, for the good, there was also something else: they should be salted with salt. Those who where consecrated to God, whose life
was an offering to Him, should not lack the power of holy grace, which binds' the soul to God and inwardly preserves it from evil. Salt is not
the gentleness that pleases (which grace produces without doubt), but that energy of God within us which connects everything in us with
God,. and dedicates the heart to Him, binding it to Him in the sense of obligation and of desire, rejecting all in oneself that is contrary to Him
(obligation that flows from, race, but which acts all the more powerfully on that account). Thus, practically, it was distinctive grace, the
energy of holiness, which separates from all evil; but by setting apart for God. Salt was good: here the effect produced in the soul, the
condition of the soul, is so called, as well as the grace that produces this condition. Thus they who offered themselves to God were set apart
for Him; they were the salt of the earth. But if the salt lose its savor, wherewith can it be salted? It is used for seasoning other things; but if
the salt needs it for itself, there is nothing left that can salt it. So would it be with Christians; if they who were of Christ did not render this
testimony, where, should anything be found, apart from Christians, to render it to them and produce it in them? Now this sense of obligation
to God which separates from evil, this judgment of all evil in the heart, must be in oneself. It is not a question of judging others, but of placing
oneself before God, thus becoming the salt, having it in oneself. With regard to others, one must seek peace; and real separation from all evil
is that which enables us to walk in peace together.

In a word, Christians were to keep themselves separate from evil, and near to God in. themselves; and to walk with God in peace among one
another.

No instruction could be more plain, more important, more valuable. It judges, it directs, the
whole Christian life in a few words.

Bible Treasury: Volume 18, Mark 9:50, Thoughts on (9:50)

It is well known that the truest harmonies grow out of the strongest contrasts. The precepts of scripture are no exception to this rule. The
connection is not obvious between a peaceable spirit and the discriminating zeal for God, which was doubtless typified by the salt of the
sanctuary. But nonetheless is there a divine and necessary connection between the two. In short, there is no one-sidedness in scripture.
There is a good deal in us. And we are too apt to cross the border-land of spirituality on the one side or the other, and consequently either to
be particularly hard on those whose habits of thought, disposition, or training, lead them in a direction aside from our own; or else to think
that to differ is a light matter. We are all aggression, or all yieldingness. We are either fain to call down fire from heaven on those who differ
from us, or we call them soft names and hint, not obscurely, that after all we should not be so tenacious of doctrine; that Christianity shows
itself in the charity that beareth and hopeth all things more than in the energy of the girded loins and burning lamp. In fact, they are just as
essential the one as the other, and the blessed Lord in this concise verse links them in a divine harmony. Of course there are times for
yielding, as also for bold defense of the truth. Subjection to God can alone teach us when and how. But though zeal be aggressive, it will be
dominated by peaceableness; and if the occasion calls for peace pure and simple, it will not be invertebrate; it will be, so to speak, the gentle
pressure of the strong hand. In proportion as this precept of the Lord is, by His grace, made good in our own souls, in that measure shall we
be like Him Who, as one has said, “when meekness became Him, was meek; when indignation, who could withstand His overwhelming and
withering rebuke?” So much for what seems to be the direct teaching of this verse; but does it not also admonish us that we are often
needlessly wordy, and consequently pointless, seeing that so much truth is wrapt up in words so few and so simple? Such brevity is of course
divine, but may we not follow the Lord in this also? R B Jun

Christian Truth: Volume 35, Mark 9:49-50 (9:49-50)

How often have the words of the psalmist king charmed us: "l have been young, and now am old; yet have | not seen the righteous forsaken,
nor his seed begging bread." Psalm 37:25. How often, also, have the deliverances recorded in Scripture found a present-day illustration in our
own lives or in the lives of others.
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The Bible teems with deliverances and is full of hope. God does not always deliver out of trials, but He always carries His people through
them, and gives them hope. But God often delivers; indeed, in some cases (we say it reverently), He must, because of His own character.

It is when circumstances close around us and we have no possible way of escape unless God makes it, that deliverance is sure to come. What
escape was possible to the Israelites when the Egyptians pursued them? None, absolutely none, humanly speaking. How often have we sung:

Only God could have made a way of escape for the three Hebrew children. Who would have thought that the fire would burn their bands, slay
their enemies, and give them the company of the Son of God in such a splendid fashion? (Dan. 3).

Again, only God could have made a way of escape for Daniel in the den of lions. Only God could have shut their mouths and used them as a
bodyguard for His servant instead of devouring him. They were hungry enough, as Daniel's enemies soon found out when they themselves
were thrown into the den.

Do we need to multiply instances? The Bible teems with them. The Apostle Paul's life was made up of deliverances. He wrote of God those
grateful and triumphant words: "Who delivered us from so great a death, and doth deliver; in whom we trust that He will yet deliver...."
2 Cor. 1:10.

Past, present and future! What a God! How we can trust Him!
Two instances come to my mind as happening under my own observation.

An old Christian lady was sitting in her armchair with her aged husband, an invalid, near her on the sofa. The last piece of food had been
taken from the shelf and eaten, and the last shovel-full of coal was burning out on the hearth. Yet her spirit was brave, and her trust,
deepened by many an experience, strong as ever. Her husband grew petulant and wanted to know what was to be done. "God will provide,"
she calmly replied, and his impatient rejoinder was cut short by a knock at the door. A Christian lady handed them an envelope with the
message that her mother could not rest until it was delivered. The envelope contained several dollars. The aged husband burst into tears of
joy when he saw how God had answered his wife's faith.

A Christian young man was in need of work. He looked most industriously for it, and wore out two or three pairs of shoes in his search.
Meanwhile he was living on a small sum of money received from the sale of an aunt's furniture. Smaller and smaller it dwindled, till at last he
had spent his last dollar and hope of work seemed as far off as ever. A Christian, who had taken a deep interest in his case, gave him some
money (which he could not well spare), but before it was spent, work was found most unexpectedly; and from that day to this, an interval of
several years, he has enjoyed good health and steady work.

| have often noticed when the circumstances are hopeless as far as men are concerned, God comes in. "God is faithful, who will not suffer you
to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bearit." 1 Cor. 10:13.

Things New and Old: Volume 16, Two Solemn Facts (9:49)

“For every one shall be salted with fire, and every sacrifice shall be salted with salt.” Mark 9:49.

In this brief passage of holy scripture, we have two distinct classes of people indicated, and two solemn facts enunciated. In the first place,
we are told that “everyone shall be salted with fire.” And, secondly, we are told that “every sacrifice shall be salted with salt.” Both these
statements, taken together, open a very wide field of divine truth to our view. May the Eternal Spirit enable us to enter and make our own of
it! May we feel its deep solemnity—its soul-subduing power!

1. In the first clause of the passage, we are distinctly taught that judgment is appointed unto man. “It is appointed unto men once to die, but
after this the judgment.” (Heb. 9:27.) And again, “For every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of
judgment.”

This is the solemn appointment for men— “death and judgment.” We may reason as we will; we may seek to put it away from us; we may
argue against it; we may say we do not believe in such things. But that, in no wise, affects the weighty fact. Of what use would it be for a
poor guilty criminal, on whom sentence had just been passed, to say that he did not agree with the testimony of the witnesses, the verdict of
the jury, or the sentence of the judge How could this alter the fact of his condition? He may say, he does not believe in such things as
witnesses, juries, or judges at all; but he is a guilty and condemned criminal all the same; and, in a few days, he will be executed. His
thoughts and his reasonings can, in no wise, touch the facts of his case. Opinions are one thing, and facts are another.

In like manner, men may call in question the truth of our Lord’s solemn statement, that “ everyone shall be salted with fire.” They may affect
not to believe in judgment to come, or in eternal fire. They may treat such things as old wives’ fables, wholly unworthy of the belief of
rational, intelligent, cultivated men, and only suited for silly women and children.

But the question is, Whose word shall stand—Christ’s or theirs? If Christ declares that everyone shall be salted with fire, it is our wisdom, our
safety, to say nothing of our bounden duty, to believe what He says—to bow down under the weight and authority of His word, to give to the
winds all our own stupid reasonings, foolish notions, and proud imaginations. It is of no possible use for us to attempt to define what is or
what is not suitable for God to say or do. If man is competent to judge God, then he really denies God’s existence altogether, and puts
himself into God'’s place; for, clearly, if there is a God, He must be the supreme and infallible judge of all, and man must submit. This is man’s
true wisdom. He must bow, sooner or later. How much better to bow in this day of grace, then to be made to bow in the day of judgment.



Now our Lord Jesus Christ declares, three times over, in Mark 9, that hell fire is eternal. There is no gainsaying this. He says, “If thy hand
offend thee, cut it off; it is better for thee to enter into life maimed, than having two hands to go into hell, into the fire that never shall be
quenched: where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched.” This solemn statement He reiterates three times over; and hence,
though all the infidels, skeptics, rationalists, that ever were, are now, or ever shall be in this world, were to presume to say that punishment
is not eternal, we should place our blessed Lord’s statement in front of all their arguments, reasonings, deductions, conclusions, and
imaginations, and utterly and absolutely reject them all. This we consider to be our true wisdom, our moral security, our bounden duty.

It is, in our judgment, mere waste of time, to say the very least of it, to attempt to reason with men who presume to set themselves in
opposition to God—to judge His word, and to pronounce upon what is, and what is not worthy of Him to do or to say. A man who dares to sit
in judgment upon his Creator is not likely to be moved by the arguments of a fellow-creature. And most assuredly all those who take upon
them to say that it is unworthy of God to permit any of His creatures to suffer everlasting punishment, do, really, and to all moral intents and
purposes, sit in judgment upon their Creator; and all such shall learn their egregious folly, sooner or later. Every true Christian knows and
feels that “ the Judge of all the earth shall do right;” but infidels presume to sit in judgment on the Judge. They are clearly wrong. Scripture is
against them: and scripture cannot be broken. “Every one shall be salted with fire,” and that fire never shall be quenched. The stamp of
eternity is upon every wave of the lake of fire, and upon every fang of that worm which shall be the sure portion of all who die in their sins. “
There is a great gulf fixed.” Hell is a fixture. It can never be removed.

The wrath of God abideth.”

Unconverted reader, think of these things. Think of them now. Think of them not in the darkness of infidel reasonings, but in the light of God’s
word. Flee, we beseech thee, from the wrath to come. Flee, at once. God has provided a way of escape for sinners. He, in His infinite love, has
devised a means by which men may be delivered from this terrible salting with fire. He has given the Only-begotten Son of His bosom, to die
the Just for the unjust. Jesus, the spotless holy Lamb of God, exposed Himself to the fire of divine judgment, in order that all who will simply
trust Him and put their case into His hands, may not be condemned, bat freely forgiven, and have eternal life. Believe on the Lord Jesus
Christ, and thou shalt never be salted with fire. “The torment and the fire thine eyes shall never see.”

Why? Because the precious Savior met the judgment of God in the sinner’s stead. When there was no other possible way of escape, He came,
in perfect love, and exposed His own bosom to the stroke of infinite justice; and having borne the judgment, paid the penalty, died the death,
God raised Him from the dead and set Him at His own right hand in the heavens, crowned with glory and honor; and now all who believe in
His precious, peerless name are as freed from guilt and condemnation as He is Himself. All who put their trust in Jesus are brought into the
very same place of acceptance with God that He Himself occupies. Nothing less than this could satisfy the loving heart of God—nothing less
than this is worthy of the perfect sacrifice of Christ—nothing less than this could fully glorify the eternal Trinity.

Reader, is it not very much better, safer, and wiser to accept God’s blessed way of escaping the judgment than to adopt the infidel plan of
denying it? “Every one shall be salted with fire.” This cannot be set aside. But “Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many,” and all who
believe in Him are taken, clean and forever, off the ground of judgment. He endured the fiery salting in our stead, so that it can never apply
to us who believe in Him. The heavy clouds of death and judgment burst upon the head of the sinner’s Substitute, in order that the believing
sinner might pass off the platform of judgment into a region where there is neither enemy nor evil occurrent.

2. And, now, we are in a position to enter into the, meaning of the second clause of our weighty text which declares that “every sacrifice shall
be salted with salt.” This applies to all those who, through grace, are delivered from the wrath to come—from the salting with fire—from the
fear of judgment. It is to such that the apostle addresses these most touching and powerful words at the opening of Rom. 12, “I beseech you
therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable, unto God, which is your
reasonable service.”

Here the “salt” will be needed. “Every oblation of thy meat-offering shalt thou season with salt; neither shalt thou suffer the salt of the
covenant of thy God to be lacking with thy meat-offering: with all thine offerings thou shalt offer salt.” (Lev. 2:13.) “Let your conversation be
always with grace seasoned with salt.”

Thus we see what a very important ingredient salt is, in the daily life of a Christian. It is absolutely indispensable, if we would present
ourselves as a living sacrifice to God. “With all thine offerings thou shalt offer salt.” “Every oblation of thy meat-offering thou shalt season
with salt,” If we, by the mercy of God, and the atoning death of Christ, have been taken, once and forever, off the ground of divine judgment,
what remains? To what end is it? Surely that we may be a living sacrifice to God, that we may present the continual oblation of Christ, in all
His preciousness, His fragrance, and His excellency, to the heart of God.

Yes, this is to be our grand business, morning, noon, eventide, and midnight; and for this there must be the “salt.” “Every sacrifice shall be
salted with salt.” He does not say “ everyone shall be salted with salt.” Alas! alas! it is not so. It is only those who know something of the
mercies of God—something of the constrainings of the love of Christ, that can be a sacrifice, and all such must use salt. “Salt is good.” It is
pungent and preservative. “But if the salt have lost its saltiness, wherewith shall ye season it? Have salt in yourselves, and have peace one
with another.”

Mark the order and moral connection! “Salt and peace.” The claims of holiness must be attended to ere there can be peace. It is not peace
first and then salt. No; this must not be. “The wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable.” Such is the divine order which must
never be reversed. All our sacrifices, whether as holy priests or as royal priests—our sacrifices of praise to God or of doing good to men, must
be accompanied with salt. There must be purity, holiness, and self-judgment, for “every sacrifice shall be salted with salt.”

Gospel Gleanings: Volume 27 (1927), Person of the Christ, The (9:1-13)



In the opening of John’s Gospel we see the Person of the Lord Jesus Christ in past ages. “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God.” “The beginning” is put there because our finite minds must start somewhere, but there was no beginning
with Him. From all eternity He was daily the delight of the Father.

But in v. 14 we read that He Who throughout eternity was with God, and was God, became flesh. Oh, how marvelous that He should leave
those heights of glory, where all was perfect joy and happiness, to be made in the likeness of sinful flesh, and as Man to be seen here!
Though unbelievers knew (and know) Him not, He was made flesh and dwelt among us, the blessed Son of God! Those who believed in His
Name beheld something the world could not see in Him: they “beheld His glory, the glory as of the Only Begotten of the Father, full of grace
and truth.” And what they saw, we, in God’s mercy see. Think of Him here among sinners, the holy Son of God; hear them revile Him, and He
reviles not again! God manifest in flesh, in all the perfection of moral glory found in Jesus! We may trace His way from the manger to the
Cross; and every detail of that path, every action, every word demonstrates one fact: “the glory as of the Only Begotten of the Father, full of
grace and truth!” When His eye saw one passing through trial, whether affliction of body or of soul, how He “had compassion,” and bade
them “weep not”; how He spoke words of cheer and comfort, and gave strength to the weak, sight to the blind, life to the dead! In all His
ways He was distributing mercy and truth—the eternal Son of God, the Word made flesh, Who at last hung on Calvary’s cross as the Lamb of
God, Who suffered in the sinner’s stead, and Whose precious blood was shed that your sins might be washed away.

But in Mark 9 we see His official glory. He led three of the apostles up “into a high mountain apart by themselves.” They had beheld His moral
glory, and were following Him. “And He was transfigured before them.” Is my soul occupied with the world, or with Him? If | am occupied with
Him away from earth and earthly things, then | see before me that blessed Person in both His moral and official glory. “And His raiment
became shining,” glittering, with all the brightness that belongs to Him, the Son of God, with all the glory associated with Him. Man would not
have Him, but God will give Him glory; it is His title and His right. So His very raiment became “shining, exceeding white as snow, so as no
fuller on earth can white them.” There was something that was not natural, something which belonged to Him, and the One Who was giving
Him glory. We read in Daniel of the Ancient of Days, Whose garment was white as snow; and in Revelation 1 there is the same characteristic.
Here He is brought before us in the supernatural glory God had given Him. And the same blessed Face Peter, James, and John had known and
loved when they companioned with Him, they see it shining as the sun!

“And there appeared unto them Elias with Moses, and they were talking with Jesus.” What were they talking about? Luke tells us it was that
which heaven is most concerned about; that which all the coming ages of eternity will never exhaust: “they spake of His decease which He
should accomplish in Jerusalem.” It was the death of Christ these men were speaking of! To think that the One Whose moral glory these
disciples had seen should be talking to these strangers from heaven about His death!

Throughout both Old and New Testament God ever brings one theme before us, the glory of Christ. And never did His glory shine out with
such beauty and excellence as when He suffered on the cross. Never was such love or such sorrow as met then. Can you, dear reader, say
with me: “The Son of God, Who loved me, and gave Himself for me?”

But when Peter speaks he shows he does not appreciate the Person of the Son of God as he should. He puts Moses and Elias on a par with
Him. Good men as they were, they were only sinners, only men; but the Person of the Christ is beyond all men, He is God, God and Man.

Then the Father comes out. The Cloud which led them through the wilderness, the Cloud which told the presence of Jehovah, and which had
not been seen since the people went into captivity, that Cloud is seen again. And it “overshadowed them.” No wonder they “feared as they
entered into the Cloud!” Then the Father’s Voice is heard saying: “This is My beloved Son, in Whom | am well pleased: hear ye Him.” It is not
the law now, nor the prophets; their glory is surpassed by Another, by the Only Perfect One Who walked this scene entirely to the glory of
God; the One Whom the world rejected and cast out. But the Father’s testimony is “This is My Beloved Son; hear ye Him.” That Person is
everything to the Father. Soon His glory will be manifested; and though earth spurns Him today, God has highly exalted Him, and has
decreed that all in heaven, earth, and hell shall acknowledge He is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

The Eternal Son is He Who came from God, and went to God; and God presents Him today with His finished work, to the sinner. That glorious
Person is the One Who died for the sinner, and is risen again; Who alone can meet the heart’s desire, and fill the soul with peace and joy; an
Object too big for the soul, Who can fill it to overflowing, so that the believer is lost in the beauty, excellency and glory of the Person of the
Christ!

QUARTUS.

God's Glad Tidings: Volume 7, Canst Thou Believe? (9:14-20)

“AND when he came to his disciples, he saw a great multitude about them, and the scribes questioning with them. And straightway all the
people, when they beheld him, were greatly amazed, and running to him saluted him. And he asked the scribes, What question ye with them?
And one of the multitude answered and said, Master, | have brought unto thee my son, which hath a dumb spirit; And wheresoever he taketh
him, he teareth him: and he foameth, and gnasheth with his teeth, and pineth away: and | spake to thy disciples that they should cast him
out; and they could not. He answereth him, and saith, O faithless generation, how shall | be with you? how long shall | suffer you? bring him
unto me. And they brought him unto him: and when he saw him, straightway the spirit tare him; and he fell on the ground, and wallowed
foaming. And he asked his father, How long is it ago since this came unto him? And he said, Of a child. And ofttimes it hath cast him into the
fire, and into the waters, to destroy him: but if thou canst do anything, have compassion on us, and help us. Jesus said unto him, If thou canst
believe, all things are possible to him that believeth. And straightway the father of the child cried out, and said with tears, Lord, | believe;
help thou mine unbelief. When Jesus saw that the people came running together, he rebuked. the foul spirit, saying unto him, Thou deaf and
dumb spirit, | charge thee, come out of him, and enter no more into him. And the spirit cried, and rent him sore, and came out of him: and he
was as one dead; insomuch that many said, He is dead. But Jesus took him by the hand, and lifted him up; and he arose. And when he was
come into the house, his disciples asked him privately, Why could not we cast him out? And lie said unto them, This kind can come forth by



nothing, but by prayer and fasting.” (Mark 9:14-20.)

This ninth chapter of Mark shows us what it is to have to do with the Lord Jesus personally, and there is nothing so real, as to have to do with
Christ, to meet Christ, and to hear His voice speaking words to you, that go to your heart and meet its need; for the Lord Jesus, whom God
presents to me now, for the acceptance of faith, is the very same Jesus who walked this earth for three and thirty years, and therefore it is so
blessed to trace His pathway down here.

In the end of Chapter 8 Jesus had been asking His disciples, “Whom do men say that | am?” They answer that some had said one thing, and
some another, but all had said wrong. Peter beautifully owns Him, “Thou art the Christ.” He was the reputed son of Joseph the carpenter, the
One who had for years wrought with His own hands. His countenance betrayed what kind of a man He was, “a man of sorrows, and
acquainted with grief.”

And why? Because, | believe, the Lord never met a sorrow that He did not make it His own, and never met a grief that He did not bear it.

He carried every sorrow in His heart that He took away by His power, and therefore the Scripture says, “He was acquainted with grief.” And if
this be the character of Jesus, there is no kind of sorrow that may not go to Him now, and tell out all its bitterness, all its weary grief.

He had always leisure when on earth to attend to everyone that came to Him, whoever that one might be. He had not leisure sometimes to
eat, but if there was a heart that needed Him, Jesus had always leisure to attend to that heart and meet its need. He meets the widow with
her dead son, and raises the dead; meets the leper and cleanses him.

In Luke 6 you have a beautiful picture of a vast multitude healed by Him of every kind of disease. Did he send a few away helped? No! He
healed them all. He sent way no convalescents, as we speak, but all went from His presence cured.

This ought to have shown who He was, but those round about with their guesses were completely wrong. Peter alone says, “Thou art the
Christ of God, the Son of God.” Then the Lord says, “l am going to die.” Peter did not understand this; he had not yet learned that “without
the shedding of blood there is no remission.”

Have you ever learned yet the absolute necessity of death coming in between your soul and God? If you have not, you must learn it, if not
now, you must learn it in a future day, when you taste the second death yourself; and what is that? The lake of fire!

In the beginning of Chapter 9 the Lord takes up Peter and James and John to a high mountain, and they see His glory, see a miniature picture
of the day that is coming when that glory will be displayed. When He comes down from the mount, He comes at once into a scene of misery.

| find in this chapter a picture of what the world is, of what man is, and of what the power of Satan is—of what the power, too, of Christ is.

As the consequence of riffs death, He is able to bring out this, that all power “in heaven and in earth is given unto me.” By His death He has
bought the whole world.

He bought the field for the sake of the treasure in it. He has the power to deliver every heart that cares to be delivered from the bondage of
Satan. Every heart that cares to be made free, He has the power to make free. Those that want to know His power shall know it. Those who
want to know Himself shall know Him.

This poor child was filled with the power of Satan. Do you say, “That is not my case?”

It is your case unless you are brought to the Lord. Paul says he is sent to the Gentiles “to open their eyes,” that is the first thing “to turn them
from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God.” What does that mean if you are not under Satan’s power?

And again (Col. 1:13), “Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness.” What does that mean, think you? It means that man
unconverted, man unsaved, man unblessed, man unwashed, though he may talk of being free, is still under the power of Satan, under the
power of the enemy of souls.

People say, “It is impossible that we are under Satan’s power, we do not believe in Satan, we do not believe in hell.” Do you not believe? | do!
And | warn you by the blinding power of Satan now. | warn you by the terrible certainty of the lake of fire in the future, not to despise the
Word of God, and | beseech you to accept the Grace of God now.

I warn you by coming judgment, do not let Satan deceive you.

People do not like to own they are led captive by Satan, but God’s Word says you are under the dominion of Satan, unless you have been
brought to Jesus.

Have you ever been brought to Jesus yet?
You know whether you have or not. “I have been religious,” you say. That will not do.

The father had brought his son to the disciples, brought him within the sphere of religious influence, but it was all of no use. Had he been
brought to Christ? No! Never! And none but Christ could meet his case, or can meet yours. Nothing but the delivering power of Jesus is
sufficient for your need. It is humbling to have to confess that your case is too bad—for any remedial measures short of the divine power of
God, in the hand of the Lord Jesus Christ; but is it not better to see and own your state now, and to be delivered from it, than to find out too
late, by-and-bye, that God's word is true, and that you have been the vassal of Satan, when there is no longer any deliverance. Satan has
blinded you and deceived you, and now you are with him forever; for let me tell you this solemn truth, those who keep company with the
devil in time, must keep company with had through eternity, and those who know Christ in time, will know Him, and be with Him through



eternity.

“In the place where the tree falleth there it shall be.” If your tree were cut down today, where would it be? Oh! Christless soul, where, think
you, would you be? If you are not brought to the Lord yet, you are Satan’s slave, however much you may dream you are free.

You are like a ran condemned to death, who has committed murder, and his country’s laws have doomed him to die, but he has fourteen
days respite, and he hopes still in some way to get off at last, so that the sentence will not be carried out in his case. But the fourteen days
draw to a close; the last night before the day fixed for the execution has come: let us enter that felon’s cell. The man is fast asleep. You
would have thought he could not sleep the night before his execution; but there he is, his head resting on a hard bolster, fast asleep. A few
hours and he will be in eternity; but now he is asleep and he dreams. Listen, he is talking in his sleep.

He thinks he is at liberty; he talks of the river he played by as a child; he makes an appointment for the morrow; he dreams he is free!

“He is deceived,” you say. True, he is deceived, but still he dreams he is free. Now the turnkey puts the key in the door, the lock goes back
with a harsh grating noise. Ah! he is awake now. Is it to freedom he wakes?

No! no! The prison walls are a reality; the handcuffs, the sheriff, the hoarse cries of the crowd are all realities, the executioner and the
gallows are terrible realities, and to these he wakens. The dream is over. Death and judgment are before him, and there is no escape.

The last hour of the respite has expired, and there is no pardon!
He is alive to his condition now; and oh!

Christless soul, you too will wake up some day; take care that you do not wake up in hell, wake up to find God’s word is true, that you are
under Satan’s power, for there you will be under it forever and ever!

But to you who do want Christ, you who know you are bound and are seeking liberty, what have | to say to you? | can tell you with joy what a
Christ you have to turn round to; One who has wrought out a perfect and eternal redemption for you by His own death upon the tree; One
who has now gone up on high, having finished the whole work of redemption. What is the only thing He is looking for from you? For you
simply to trust Him! He is not looking for you to improve your condition, but to trust Him!

“Bring him unto me,” Christ says of the child in this chapter. If deep be the need of your heart, deeper still is His desire to meet your need.
“Bring him unto me.” Charming word to fall on the ears of an anxious soul from the lips of Christ.

Why was it a dumb spirit here? Because it had not a word for God! And that is just like you. You have never had a word for God till now. And
how long have you been a sinner far from God? All your days. “Of a child.”

Ever since you came into this scene.

“And ofttimes it hath cast him into the fire and into the waters to destroy him.” The grand object of Satan is first to deceive and then to
destroy you Look at this picture of helpless agony, and hopeless impotence, but not too helpless and hopeless for the hand and heart of
Jesus. It is the picture of a sinner in his sins. He must be brought to Jesus. You are brought to the Lord as you are, and he meets you just as
you are. He only looks for you to give up all thoughts of being better, and simply trust Him. “If thou canst do anything,” the father says. Is
that the language of faith? No, of unbelief. What is there He has not power for? Mark the Lord’s answer. Jesus said, “The ‘if thou canst’ is not
my side but yours, not have | got power, but will you exercise the faith that draws down the blessing? The ‘if thou canst’ is, canst thou
believe? Canst thou trust me?”

See the effect of this on an honest soul, “And straightway the father of the child cried out and said with tears, Lord, | believe, help thou mine
unbelief.” Here was faith.

When he comes to the Lord first, he says “Master;” but when the Lord turns the “if thou canst” back on the man, as it were, faith springs up
immediately in his heart, and he says “Lord!” “Lord, | believe.” Can you say “Lord, | believe,” to Him just now?

What will bring showers of blessing down on you this moment? “Lord, | believe.”
That is the link between the Lord up there in glory, and you down here in your sins.

“l am waiting for you to trust me,” says Jesus. “I can do no more for you than | have done. | have done everything that God demanded, and
that your state required. | have met Satan for you, met judgment for you; can you trust me?” Do you say, “Lord, | believe?” Then it is all
settled. Not “Lord, | feel,” or “Lord, | desire,” but “Lord, | believe.” Is this the language of your heart, Christ-less but Christ-seeking soul? Then
it is a settled question, the indissoluble link is formed. The Lord never helps people to be saved. He saves them outright.

This evil spirit was not only dumb but deaf. “How is this a picture of me?” do you ask? | will tell you. Not only have you never had a word for
God, but you have stopped your ears to every word of God. Not one word of God’s has ever entered your soul, or pierced your heart. You are
deaf, and dumb, and dead, and lost; sinner take care that you are not damned too!

If you would have rest with Christ above, if you would escape the horrors of hell, turn to Jesus now. Still the sweet words of Jesus sound forth,
“Bring him unto me;” but a day is soon coming when He can only say, “Depart from me,” for evermore.

“And the spirit cried out and rent him sore, and came out of him, and he was as one dead.”

There was a tremendous struggle at the last. The devil does not let go his prey without a terrible struggle to hold it still. “You had better put it
off,” he says, “do not be so decided just now, wait a bit.” Satan does not like to lose his vassals.



“He was as one dead.” That is what a soul feels like. But Jesus lifts him up and he arises. He is set free by Jesus! Can that emancipated soul
ever get back to its old condition? Never! Never!

The sow goes back to its wallowing in the mire, truly. But why? Because she is a sow!

And the dog to its vomit, because it is a dog; but if a sheep gets into a ditch, and it is taken out and washed, it gets as far from the mire as
possible.

When a soul is brought to the Lord, and learns it is a sheep of Christ’s, | do not say that soul might not slip and get down into the mire, but it
would not become a sow, And presently the Shepherd’s crook comes in, and the sheep is drawn back. It does not love the mire, and the sow
does; there is the difference.

Never have you seen a sheep in a ditch but it was struggling to get out of it.

“Jesus took him by the hand and lifted him up, and he arose.” What power, what dignity it gives! | have been taken up by Christ, delivered by
Christ. I did nothing, he did everything.

This is a scene that tells of the perfect deliverance that Jesus gives to those who trust in Him. | ask you, do you trust Him? If so, may your
heart be filled by the amazing blessing of knowing He has perfectly delivered you from Satan, and you are set free to follow Him. Christianity
is to know Christ and to enjoy Christ. May your heart be only occupied with learning to know Him better, and with the enjoyment of Him day
by day till He comes.

W.T.P.W.

Correspondence, Correspondence: Mark 9:50; Matt. 18:15-17; Peace; 1 Cor. 6:3 (9:49-50)

Ques. 175. From H. A. C.

Ans. Mark 9:50. Salt is the fear of God and desire to please Him. That keeps the soul separate from evil, and connects it with God. This sense
of obligation to God which keeps, judges evil in our heart also. We are to have it in ourselves, and also be at peace one with another.

Ques. 176. From N. S. C.

Ans. Matt. 18:15-17 is about individual trespasses. "If thy brother trespasses against thee," and in those verses the individual is guided what
to do. The assembly must look elsewhere for guidance. It is the word of God that gives a brother to know how to act. The assembly cannot
give any one authority. The assembly need to wait upon the Lord for their guidance; we cannot tell beforehand what the Lord may lead them
to do.

Ques. 177. From J. ).

Ans. You cannot have peace with God till you believe that Christ died for your sins and that in His resurrection God declares that He is
satisfied, and you are eternally forgiven. (Rom. 4:25, 25; 5:1; 1 John 2:12.)

If you look for good in yourself you will be miserably disappointed, for God's word is, "In me, (that is, in my flesh) dwells no good things." God
does not forgive sin, but condemns it, (Rom. 6:6,) and tells me to reckon myself to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus
Christ our Lord. (ver. 11.)

1 Cor. 4:5 is true, also 2 Cor. 5:10, and are written to cause us now to to judge all our ways, and to search our hearts in God's presence.
(Psa. 139:23, 24.) When we are manifested at the judgment seat of Christ, we are in our glorified bodies, and no flesh in us to obstruct our
sight, nor false pride to deceive.

1 Cor. 11:31 is present discipline, not eternal judgment. There is no judgment to the believer; all has been borne and settled by the Lord on
the cross. (John 5:24; Rom. 8:1)

Titus 2:9, 10. Slaves adorned the doctrine of our Savior God in all things by obedience to their Masters, and by good fidelity in what was
entrusted to 'them. They did not waste their Masters time preaching when they should be working.

Ques. 178 From H. A. C.

Ans. 1 Cor. 6:3. The saints are to reign with Christ The angels are His servants, and are under the saints. If the Lord can give them wisdom to
fill such a high place in the future day, how much more, when they look to Him for wisdom, will He enable them to determine what is right to
do in the affairs of this life. It was their unspiritual condition that was the hindrance.

Correspondence, Correspondence: Mark 9:49; The Trinity (9:49)

Ques. Please explain Mark 9:49.MAR 9:49



Ans. This passage sets forth a most solemn truth for all who are out of Christ; and a great practical truth for all Christians. "Every one shall be
salted with fire." This refers to the future judgment of all who die in their sins. "Every sacrifice shall be salted with salt." This refers to present
self-judgment exercised by all Christians who will present their bodies a living sacrifice to God. We are delivered, by the death of Christ, from
the salting with fire; and we are privileged to know the preservative power of self-judgment.

Ques. | cannot understand the Trinity. Can you help me?

Ans. We are not surprised at your inability to comprehend the profound mystery of the Trinity. But let us remind you, dear friend, that though
you cannot understand it, you are reverently to believe it. The Father is God; the Son is God; and the Holy Ghost is God. Did you ever hear
those last words of a dying idiot?

“l see! | see! | see!”

“What do you see?" said a bystander.

“| see three in One, and One in three, and they are all for me, for me.”
Think of those words.

Scripture Queries and Answers, Universal Redemption?; Salt? (9:49-50)

Q.-Mark 9:50. Has " salt " any meaning typically beyond preservative purity? M.

A.-Gen. 19:26 is clearly not the consecrating principle but judicial infliction. For Lot's wife disobeying at such a time became an abiding
monument of divine judgment. So too, if Israel rebelled and fell under the curse, Jehovah declared that their whole ground should be
brimstone and salt, like the overthrow of Sodom (Deut. 29:23). The N. T. adds the awful figure of salt losing its savor, and hence, as proper
neither for land nor for dung, but to be cast out. Grace does effect not only love but separateness to God in the believer. Easy-going unbelief
destroys all savor in those that bear the Lord's name without self-judgment. What must the end of this be? Not only unrighteousness but
apostasy.

Q.-1 Tim. 4:10. Does this apostolic sentence countenance universal redemption? L. C. H.

A.-In no way. The reference is, not to Christ's work, but to God's faithful care of His creatures, His children especially, in providence day by
day. Where is the propriety of reading the salvation of men's souls in the terms of the verse? where, the consistency with other scriptures,
which declare that only those who believe shall be saved, and that the mass, being impenitent and unbelieving, must perish? "For unto this
we labor and suffer reproach [or, strive], because we have our hope set on a living God, who is preserver of all men, specially of faithful
ones." It is God as appealed to in Job 7:20, and even more widely in Psa. 36:6. Compare Judg. 3:9, Neh. 9:7, Obad. 1:1, 20 There is no
mention or thought of Christ's death even in the way of purchase, still less of redemption. It is a living God as Savior in present labors and
trials; and this goodness of His is real toward every child of man, especially toward believers. Apply it to the salvation of the soul, and the
comfort evaporates; for all are thus thrown into confusion and uncertainty. If those who are Christ's he only in degree more saved than such
as reject Him and perish, theirs would be indeed a little and sorry salvation to the denial of life eternal and everlasting redemption. Any
application of the kind would dishonor Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, as it contradicts the Scriptures. Indeed it would be nonsense to speak of
saving the souls of all men, especially of the faithful. The fact is, the apostle treats of a wholly different subject: the sure ground of confiding
in a living God for the path here below. As in wisdom He made all, so does He care for all compassionately, even in a sinful and ruined world,
especially for such as look up to Him in the faith which strengthens them to labor and suffer with joyfulness.

The Servant's Heart: Bible Talks on Mark, Mark 9:14-50, A Boy's Sad Condition: (9:14-50)

In Galilee, the land north of Judea, the people refused to honor God for many, many years, although they knew His care and power. One king
placed a gold calf for them to worship (1 Kings 12:28-31). They followed the way of Satan until even children suffered by wicked spirits.

When Jesus came to Caesarea, in that land, there was one poor boy dreadfully troubled by a wicked spirit, which caused him to be deaf and
dumb, to hurt himself, and even to fall into the fire. His father heard of Jesus and brought his son to see if Jesus could help him. But Jesus was
then up on the mountain, and the disciples could not help so dreadful a case.

When Jesus came down from the mount, the man begged Him to help. He said, “If Thou canst do anything ... help us.”

This man did not know that Jesus was the Lord and that there was no case too hard for Him to cure, or he would not have said “if.” Jesus told
the father to believe, and He commanded the evil spirit to leave the boy and not return, and the boy was freed.

Satan’s Power Broken

This story shows how awful is the power of Satan, who has no kindness for any and who would even harm children. How different from the
Lord Jesus, who did good to all and was tender and kind to children. He came to earth to break the power of Satan, as was promised
(Gen. 3:15; Heb. 2:14).



But sin and Satan still cause the suffering of war and all other evils. Jesus spoke plainly of the end of sin. He spoke of the hand or the foot or
the eye “offending.” The word “offend” has the meaning “to sin against God.” A person’s hand may do what is wrong, his foot may go to
wrong places, or his eye may see evil. Unless the sins are stopped — “cut off” — the whole body is soon in sin, and the end is a place of
suffering named hell.

The Lord spoke of the suffering of hell as “fire,” which causes the most severe suffering we know. Natural fire can be put out. But Jesus said
that the “fire” of hell is not “quenched” (put out); the sorrow there will not end.

Serious Consequences

This lesson of Jesus is the saddest of all, and some think there is no place of punishment. But He spoke plainly and repeated the words “the
fire is not quenched” several times, so we must believe Him. At another time He said the place of suffering was prepared, not for people, but
for Satan and his angels (Matt. 25:41). This lesson shows that those who always want to follow Satan’s ways must share that place of
suffering.

But let us remember that Jesus Himself died to bear the punishment for sins for all who believe Him. He now urges, by His Holy Spirit, men,
women, boys and girls to let Him save them.

Jesus said His people were to be “salted” — kept for Him — by “fire” (judgment) that He bore on the cross. He also said they should “have
salt” in themselves. To keep right in themselves, for Him, they must judge their sins; to judge means to decide against our sins, which we
should all do in our hearts and minds each day.

1. How does the expression “shall not the Judge of all the earth do right” relate to punishment for sin?
2. What is meant by “judge not, that ye be not judged”?
3. You might find the pamphlet Self-Judgment by H.E. Hayhoe helpful in considering the theme at the end of this chapter.

Sound Words - 1873, All Sufficiency of Christ, The: Intercession/Advocacy; ROM 7:9; (8:10-28)

Notes on an Address from Mark 8:10-28.

What | find in every one's history is this: that first he has to learn that Christ gave Himself for him, and next he has to learn that he must give
up everything for Christ. Our history is that double thing; but in one sense we may say the first is readily acquired, though it be a long time
before you find that, as a thoroughly ruined one, Christ is absolutely for you. The day will come when we shall have nothing but Christ. In that
moment of terror, when you find out the emptiness of everything. He is the One who in the darkness that surrounds you, alone is for you.

In type you see it in Jonah. It was not that Jonah was not converted before, but he had to be brought into the depths where no one but God
could save him.

First of all | have Him as the Savior. To be devoted | must find that He is absolutely for me. Now when He taught Peter that in the 5th of Luke,
how did He teach him-at what point?

It was when the boat was full of fish-that-most exciting moment to a fisherman-that Peter found himself in the presence of God good for
nothing. "l am a sinful man, O Lord!"

. Look at that man fallen down there at Jesus' knees, he who had given his time and his boat to the Lord, like a religious man now who gives
his money for the spread of the gospel. One knows what it is to have gone on in that floating way for years.

There is a moment in your history when you must be sensible of the thorough insufficiency of everything. and of the thorough sufficiency of
Christ. These disciples at the most trying moment for fishermen, brought their ships to land, and forsook all and followed Him.

What is a death bed? How beautiful it is at times, It is simply that there you have a person saying, " | have tasted the insufficiency of
everything, but | have sound the all-sufficiency of Christ." Does not your heart respond? The day is come in that person's history, when Christ
is found sufficient. But he must first be known by the soul, and this Peter's history declares.

There is a darker lesson we have to learn. We have to learn that there is death upon everything. If you consider the Scriptures, you will find it
brought out in every history. The Gospels are the school; the Epistles set forth our standing. Christ is now teaching His disciples death and
glory.. The point is this, Is He sufficient for everything? He sighed deeply in his Spirit. He sighed deeply at the nation's unbelief.

"Now the disciples had forgotten to take bread, neither had they in the ship with them more than one loaf." You cannot imagine anything
more resource less than their condition, without bread, and in a ship upon the sea. What. the Lord brings out is this-His own sufficiency. He
does not make the bread a hit more, but He tests their faith. "Am | sufficient for you when there is a dearth of everything? | have made
myself known to you in power, how is it that ye do not understand?"

Do not be pained; mercies are very often given you that you may learn to do without them-that you may learn the Person who gave them,
and then find Him sufficient. It is not the gifts that gave a color to Him, but He that gives a color to the gifts. What had Jonah to learn? Not
only that there is death in himself, but that there is death in everything here.



I have two things to learn-life in the Son of God, and death down here. "Always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the
life also of Jesus. might be made manifest in our body." Do not shrink from it-do not be afraid; faith never looks at difficulties, but at-the One
who is sufficient for the difficulty.

Men of faith do no end of rash things. Look at Moses.. When he came down from the Mount he confronts 600,000 men, as if they were
nothing. He stands for God. He never thought of them; he never took into account-the odds against him. He calculated on God only! The
disciples have not rested upon Him. They ought to have-shown skill about Him. What | mean by "skill" is power properly applied-faith's use of
power. This is the difference between David and Jonathan; Jonathan-might be the stronger man; David, the -man of skill and not afraid of
Goliath.

You will find in your own private history that you have to learn His sufficiency, and not to be a bit disheartened by what. you see around-not a
bit disheartened because there is no bread in the ship. The turning point of my history here is, that as | am traveling through this scene |
have to do with the risen Christ, no matter what the circumstances that may arise. Practically this is what comes out; | have no resources. |
am not a bit disheartened. | have Christ. Like Paul who could say before the greatest tribunal in the world " all men forsook me"-there was no
bread in the ship; "nevertheless the Lord stood with me and strengthened me, that by me the preaching might be fully known, and that all
the Gentiles might hear; and | was delivered out of the mouth of the lion." 2 Tim. 4:16,17. Do not he disheartened. Do not do what people are
always trying to do, they are always trying to relieve themselves by change of circumstances. You will never reach a brighter point of
strength than saying " Blessed God, make me equal to it, make me rise above it;" instead of saying "alter it, do remove this thing or that
thing."

The old era was that everything was greater than man; the new era is that man in Christ is greater than everything.

It your child is ill and you pray for its recovery, and it is given back to you, you have not the same knowledge of God as if you had risen
superior to the trial. While | am resting in the Lord, let Him do what He will Christ is sufficient. It is not " resignation." That is a poor thing-only
putting up with a thing because | cannot help it.

"The man that walks by faith must be faithful "-nothing truer has been said. | believe if we are walking by faith, in simple dependence on
Christ, nothing could be brighter than our faith. There is only one path of life, and if you are walking by faith you are in it.

If we have "skill" we shall not be like the sons of the prophets, bringing the wild gourds into the pot, then death is brought into it.

God cannot demonstrate His love by giving you this thing or that thing. He demonstrates His love in glory, where your destitution is fully met.
But | say, practically do not shrink from it. Do not be afraid. We all have a pressure. It is not that | want you to be unfeeling about it. But there
is all the difference between the ring of the soul that is dependent on mercies, and the soul that is learning to walk according to God without
mercies.

Do you say, " Oh, He would put me to toe much trial 1" | reply; "He loves me ten thousand times more than | love myself, and if you say
otherwise you have not learned salvation and the love of His heart."

| know what pressure is. What is it for? It is to bring me to Him, so that "the peace of God, which passeth all understanding," may keep my
heart and mind through Christ Jesus. Relief from the thing pressing may not be known, but you have the blessedness of Himself between your
soul and the pressure, and " the peace of God that passeth all understanding" keeping your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. The Lord
lead us to understand this side of our history as walking through the world.

One's heart sometimes trembles seeing people making themselves so happy here. | say " Oh, the gourd will die some day, and you will learn
the lesson-death is upon everything, and Christ is all-sufficient." It is- no sorrow at all if you find that you have a better one in place of it all.

| deny that Mary was not satisfied with the presence of Christ, when walking to the grave of Lazarus.

You have to learn the sufficiency of Himself in the wretchedness of a scene like this, and then you will move on cheerfully and faithfully to the
praise of His name.

" Jesus! | rest in Thee,

In Thee myself | hide,

Laden with guilt and misery,

Where can | rest beside? 'Tis on Thy meek and lowly breast
My weary soul alone would rest.

" Thou, Holy One of God,

The Father rests in Thee,

And in the savor of that blood,

That speaks to Him for me,

The curse is gone, through Time I'm blest,

God rests in Thee-'in Thee | rest.



The slave of sin and fear,

Thy truth my bondage broke;

My willing spirit loves to bear,

Thy light and easy yoke '

The love that fills any grateful breast,
Makes duty joy, and labor rest.

"Soon the bright, glorious day, The rest of God shall come, Sorrow and sin shall pass away, And | shall reach my home; Then, of the promised
land possessed My soul shall know eternal rest."

G. V. W.

Messages of God's Love: 1944, Talk on a Journey, A (8:27-38)

Mark 9:27 to 38

Jesus had been to the towns and villages “throughout Galilee”, doing great miracles for all, and teaching the people. He had been to Tyre and
Sidon, on the Mediterranean Sea, and also to the country cast and south of Galilee (Mark 1:39 and 7:24,31). His visits south to Judea, and
going through Samaria, are also written of (John 4:3,4).

Here it is written that Jesus and the disciples started to the country north of Galilee to the towns of Caesarea Philippi, about twenty-five miles
from the Sea of Galilee. That was near Mt. Hermon, and was in the border land of the nation of Israel when they first had the country in early
times (Josh. 11:17).

This shows us how Jesus went to all parts of the land of Israel, every where doing good to so many and telling God's words, so that all peoples
of the land must have heard of Him. They were people who knew the writings of the prophets, of a holy One to come to earth; they should
have understood by the great miracles and wise answers and teachings of Jesus that He fulfilled all the promises.

On their walk to the northern border, Jesus and the disciples were perhaps more away from others, and Jesus asked them, “Whom do men
say that | am?”

The sad answer to his question was that people thought He must be a prophet, not that He could be the Promised Messiah.
Then Jesus asked the disciples, “Whom say ye that | am?”

It was Peter who answered, and he said, “Thou art the Christ.” That meant The Messiah, the One Anointed and sent by God, as told in their
Scriptures (see Matthew 16:16; John 6:69; John 1:11).

The disciples then fully believed that Jesus would be their Great King, but Jesus knew He would be refused as the Messiah and King, and He
began to explain. to the disciples what would be done to Him.

He said that He “must suffer many things, and be rejected of the elders, of the chief priests, and scribes, and be killed, and after three days
rise again.”

Peter did not think that the Lord would be so treated, or that He should say this. Yet that was also what the prophets had written: that the
Holy One would, “be led as a lamb to the slaughter”; and “be stricken”, and “bare the sins of many” (lsa. 53).

He asked the people who were then listening, this question:

“What shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?”

“What shall a man give in exchange for his soul?”

Not to believe the Lord Jesus as the One to suffer for our sins, is to lose our soul, and the things gained while in this world would be over.
Only Christ could pay the price of a soul, as He had said, He came “to give His life a ransom.” Mark 10:45.

ML 03/19/1944

Messages of God's Love: 1944, Blind Man Made to See, A (8:22-26)

Mark 8:22 to 26



Jesus came to Bethsaida, a town on the north shore of the sea of Galilee, where a blind man was brought to Him. It is not said that tl, man
asked Jesus to give him sight, but his friends besought Jesus to touch him; they were certain of what Jesus could do, and the man must have
been willing.

Jesus had healed the blind before this, by touching their eyes, but there is more told of this case. First, Jesus took the man by the hand and
led him out of the town. He would not manifest His power in the midst of the manifest unbelief of the people.

Blindness is one of the many sorrows in the world since there was sin, and unbelief is spoken of as “blindness.”

Yet Jesus showed full mercy to the man himself in his trouble: He put His hands upon him; then asked him if he saw ought. The man looked
up and said he saw men as trees, walking. He saw, but not correctly. Jesus touched his eyes again, and told him to look up. Then he saw
every man clearly, so of course he saw Jesus and must have been very happy.

Jesus told the man to go to his home, and not to go into the town, or tell of his cure to any there. The people of that place had seen the
greatest of Jesus’ miracles, and listened to Him tell God’s words, yet they did not believe Him, or think He was sent by God. Because of that,
He had spoken of woe, or judgment to them, saying,

“Woe unto thee, Bethsaida for if the mighty works, which have been done in thee, had been done in Tyre and Sidon (Gentile cities which did
no have or know the Scriptures) they would have repented.” Matt. 11; 21.

But the people of Bethsaida had not been sorry for their sins, and Jesus could do no more for them. This must have been the reason He led
the blind man from there. Yet in spite of the people’s sin against Him, He used His power for one, willing to be helped.

To restore sight to the blind, was one of the special good things which the Holy One to come to earth, would do, as promised in the writings of
the prophet (Isa. 29;18; Luke 4:18.)

And Jesus restored many blind, as the Obedient One. We find He also taught the people by the ways that He used; and those ways are told in
the gospels to help us now to learn His truths.

We do not always understand the lesson to be learned, but as we think about it, some other part of God’s Words seems to give the meaning.
ale thing for us to think of in this story, is that, however little trust the blind man had, Jesus took him by the hand and led him where He could
give him sight. One touch of the Lord made the man see, because He is the true light for the soul; one “touch” by Him, gives “sight” to any
willing one.

The man did not at first see those around him rightly; it was a confused view, as though men were in a high position. Whatever the lesson in
that, it required the touch of Jesus, and to look up, as He bade, for him to see every man clearly. We know he then saw Jesus, as He would
have him, and others, in their place.

ML 03/12/1944

Messages of God's Love: 1944, Multitude Again Fed, The (8:1-21)

Mark 8:1-21

There was much wild, grassy land on the sides of the mountains near the shores of the sea of Galilee, where the Lord Jesus taught the people,
who came in great numbers from the villages around to hear His words, or to be healed. They may have gone to their homes at night, but
they returned the next day, for Jesus said,

“They have now been with Me three days.”

Jesus knew they had no food with them that evening, and He was very sorry for them, He said, “If | send them away fasting (without eating)
to their houses, they will faint by the way: for divers (many) of them came from far.”

The disciples had a few loaves of bread, and a few small fish, but there was no place near to get more. Not long before this Jesus had made
the few loaves and the fish one boy had become enough to feed more than 5000 people. This probably was not the same place, or the same
people, but Jesus supplied their need in the same wonderful way.

He said for the people to sit down on the ground: He took the seven loaves and the fish, thanked God, broke them in pieces, and gave to the
disciples to pass to the people. By His power, that bread and fish was not only enough for all the big company, but more than enough,
showing His power could not all be used, however much was needed.

The people who ate that meal must have sat in great surprise, and later, as they walked to their homes they must have talked together and
wondered. How well they were repaid for their long walks over the rough ways: they had listened to One from Heaven, and been fed by Him!
Many believed He was a very great Teacher and Prophet, and about this time the disciples said they believed He was the Christ, who was the
One promised to come to earth.

Later those who believed the scriures, and the words of Jesus, learned that He who took so humble a place on earth, was the One Who in the
beginning, had created all things, and was also the Giver and Sustainer of life. One disciple afterward wrote: “All things were made by Him;
and without Him was not anything made that was made. In Him was life.” John 1:3,4; see also Colossians 1:16,17.



A few days after the miracles of the loaves, Jesus told some of the people that He was “the Bread of life.”

The bread He supplied the two meals, satisfied them only a short time; the next day they must have more. But all who believed Him should
be satisfied with life forever (see John 6:35).

It is nice for us to notice in these miracles, that Jesus used the food which someone had, to make more. That showed His kindness, and that it
is His way to bless even a little that is given to Him, making a very great blessing for others.

Althought Jesus had done as no one of earth could, He soon after had to remind the disciples of the two miracles, for them to remember Who
He was. (vss. 19,20.)

ML 03/05/1944

Correspondence, Correspondence: Mark 8:38; 1 Pet. 4:1-2; Rev. 3:4 (8:38)

Ques. Mark 8:38. ). D. A.AR 8:38{

Ans. The Lord proved by His words and works that He was the Son of God. He told His disciples He was to be rejected and killed and rise
again. Peter rebuked Him, and He had to rebuke Peter very severely. (Verses 32, 33.)

He then taught them that the value of the soul is beyond compare with the whole world. "What shall a man give in exchange for his soul?" Let
everything else go, and secure salvation. Then in verse 38, is the warning, "Whosoever shall be ashamed of Me (Jesus) and of My words in
this adulterous and sinful generation, of him also shall the Son of Man be ashamed, when He cometh in the glory of His Father with the holy
angels." Ashamed means to deny or disown, and so be disowned by Him in that day. Peter did not deny that Jesus was the Son of God, but he
denied that he knew Him. He failed to confess Him, but Peter will not be denied when the Son of Man comes.

Ques. What does 1 Peter 4:1, 2 teach us? C. W.

Ans. The truth of our death with Christ is to be applied to our souls in our living. If we are dead with Christ, we should consistently ask
ourselves in our every-day actions: Is it to please myself that | am living? or is it like Christ, our Lord and Savior, seeking to do the will of God?
How many difficulties would be removed immediately, and our path made simple and plain, if we did so.

Ques. Is Rev. 3:4 present or future?

Ans. "They shall walk with Me in white" is future; "for they are worthy" is present. It is encouraging for our souls to see that the Lord is taking
notice of our feeblest efforts to glorify Him.

Rev. 3:10. The "hour of temptation" is future. The saints will be kept from it by the Lord coming to take them to Himself. "Those that dwell on
the earth" are a special class who claim the earth. ("Earthly-minded," Phil. 3:19.)

2 Cor. 12:7-10. These verses teach us that even an apostle had to be kept humble. The flesh in him is the same incorrigible thing as in us. So
the Lord sent this "thorn in the flesh," this "Messenger of Satan" to buffet him. No matter what it was, it ties to keep him humble and
dependent, needing the Lord's help and getting it day by day, with no credit to him, but all praise to the Lord for His faithfulness. So he was
willing to be nothing and the Lord alone to be glorified. Having learned this he could say, "Therefore | take pleasure in weaknesses, in insults,
in necessities, in persecutions, in straits for Christ: for when | am weak, then | am strong." May it be so with us also.

Echoes of Mercy: Volume 4 (1894), "Out of the Heart of Men Proceed Evil Thoughts." (7:21)

Mark 7:21.

WE often hear it said, in these days, that man is being elevated by lofty and scientific thoughts. But the question for us is: Does man give God
the right place in his heart, and is there anything there to suit Him? The Bible shows us clearly that, from the beginning, the tendency of
man’s thoughts has been to make much of himself and little of God. Perhaps not always openly so, but God looks at what lies hidden in the
heart. “Hell and destruction are before the Lord; how much more then the hearts of the children of men?” (Prov. 15:11). Let us contrast what
the man of the world thinks in his heart, with what God has revealed in His word: —

“The fool hath said in “For there is one God,
his heart, There is no and one mediator between
God.”—Ps. 14:1 God and men, the man
Christ Jesus.”— 1 Tim. 2:5.
“The wicked...hath “When they shall say,
said in his heart, | shall Peace and safety; then
not be moved: for | shall sudden destruction cometh
never be in adversity.”— upon them, . .. and they
Ps. 10:6 shall not escape.”—1 Thess. 5:3




“He hath said in his
heart, God hath forgotten:
... He will never see it.”
—Ps. 10:11

“He hath said in his

heart, Thou wilt not require it.”—Ps. 10:13.

“That evil servant shall
say in his heart, My lord
delayeth his coming.”—

Matt. 23:48.
“Thou hast said in Mine

heart, | am, and none else
beside me.”"—Isa. 47:10

“She saith in her heart,
| fit a queen, and am no

“Thou hast set our iniquities
before Thee, our

secret sins in the light

of Thy countenance.”—Ps. 3:15.

“God requireth that
which is past.”—Eccles. 3:15

“The Lord is not slack

concerning His promise, as

some men count slackness;

but is longsuffering to usward, not willing
that any should perish, but that all should
come to repentance.” — 2 Pet. 3:9.
“Verily every man at

his best state is altogether

vanity.”—Ps. 39:5,

“In one hour shall thy
judgment come.” — Rev. 18:10.

widow, and shall see no
sorrow.”—Rev. 18:7

“As he thinketh in his heart, so is he.”— Prov. 23:7

It is a blessed thing that the Gospel not only unfolds to us the deceitfulness of our thoughts, but it reveals to us the thoughts of God, —
thoughts of love and mercy for the poor sinner who is weary of the evil of his own heart. When we can own before God that every imagination
of the thoughts of our hearts is only evil continually so that nothing less than the death of Christ can deliver us from them, then God can say:
“l know the thoughts that | think toward you; thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end” (Jer. 29:11).

L.C.W.

To Every Man His Work, Toiling in Rowing (6:31-52)

Notes of an Address given in London on Mark 6:31-52

This scripture brings before us a most touching incident, and one that has a special voice to us to-night, which | want you distinctly to take in,
through grace.

There was a large multitude of hungry people around the Lord, and the time was far passed; circumstances were pressing, and the disciples
come to Him and say, " Send them away." Now | am afraid the disciples were very like some of us in these days. " Send them away," they
say; " we do not want to be burdened with this hungry multitude, we do not want to be troubled with their wants."

Observe how their wants are not questioned, their need is not denied, there is no doubt but that hunger and distress were fully represented. "
Let them go," say the disciples, " into the country round about, and into the villages, and buy themselves bread: there is nothing here; send
them away; " which meant, send them away from Jesus.

O beloved friends, do we say that -now? Well, | am afraid sometimes we do. " Give ye them to eat," says the Lord. May God make our ears
hear that to-night. My beloved friends, do you ever think of giving other people to eat, or do you think only of eating yourselves? Have you
ever thought that there are spiritually hungry men and women in multitudes at our doors, that there are people all round you starving for the
bread of life? And have you not heard the Master's words, " Give ye them to eat? " These blessed, gracious words of His might well be an
everlasting reproach upon the saints of God; words which might well ring in our ears forever, " Give ye them to eat."

They were thinking only of their miserable provision, and they say, How can we poverty-stricken people give to them? Then we find what is so
blessed, and gives us the contrast between Him and all else beside. Hearken to His blessed words, " | have compassion." | love those words; 0
the sweetness 'and tenderness of those words to the heart, " | have compassion on the multitude."

0 that our blessed Master would give us more of His compassions? 0 to think of this great city, with its millions of immortal souls; here we are
surrounded by a multitude of perishing ones; we are positively living in a kind of modern heathendom. Alas! that is what Christianity, so
called, is; thickly populated places, cities and towns teeming with multitudes of immortal souls perishing for the bread of life. And think of our
unconcern; | marvel at our little thought about it. | ask you affectionately to-night, do the walls of your room bear witness to your pleadings



with God about it? | think | hear you say, " Oh! | am riot sent." Ah! what a very convenient way to escape from your responsibility; numbers of
people think they get out of it like that. " | am not sent." Shall | tell you what strikes me? It is this, whether you would go if you were called!
Bear with me in the plainness of the words, bin the one who says " | am not sent," be assured of it, that person would not go if he were sent.
4 see this very same unwillingness manifesting itself in the excuse. But what | do press upon you is this, while | fully grant we are not all sent
to do the same kind of work, and are not all sent to preach, what | maintain is, that if 'the love of Christ were in our hearts as the grand
constraining power, no need, or misery, or distress, however great or pressing, would hinder us from seeking in every way to give the gospel
of Jesus Christ, Who is the true bread of life, to every hungry soul with which we come in contact. | confess | do not understand what
Christianity and the religion of Jesus Christ is, nor what the ways of Jesus Christ were, if one of His own true, beloved people in this world, let
them be ever so simple, let them be ever so feeble, refused to follow in His ways-assuredly they could by grace tell of what had satisfied their
hunger and of what had met their thirst; assuredly they could say, " | know what met the cravings of my soul, and | can tell you it will meet
yours." Who do you think knows the value of bread? The chemist? Not he; but the starving man that has eaten it. | have eaten that bread, he
says. There is too much mere head-work, | fear, about us; hence our reasonings and our speculations and so forth, in reality a
poverty-stricken state of soul. " Give ye them to eat," rings in our ears to-night. The Lord in His grace give us to hear it, and to heed it as well.

That is what introduces His departure in figure here; He sends His disciples, and He goes on high, as it were-that is what is represented by His
going up into the mountain-and the disciples cross the water in a boat, and you have their vicissitudes. 0 how blessed it is to think what it
says here, " He saw them." Now | want my brothers in the Lord to share with me the comfort that passage brings; " He saw them toiling in
rowing."

Ah! brother, you are laboring, it may be in some sphere of service or work, and it is very uphill, very hard, and it takes a great deal out of you,
and you are very often depressed. Now think of this, " He saw them toiling in rowing." Not the shades of night, nor the earnest vigil, which He
kept in prayer on the mountaintop, nor the storm-lashed lake that they were crossing, none of these things had hidden His poor servants
from the Master's eyes: " He saw them." 0 what a comfort that is! What a comfort for us all, whatever may be the character of the " rowing,"
whatever may be the character of the labor or danger as we sail over the sea of life, " He saw them."

0 what words are these! Those blessed eyes looked down in a tenderness which was all His own! And now mark this, in the darkest part of
the night Jesus came to them. That is always the time Jesus comes. The fourth watch is just upon day dawn, and the dawn of day is, as we
know, preceded by the darkest part of the night. Have you never watched by the bedside of some beloved one, and have you not witnessed
the struggle between darkness and dawn? There is a sort of struggle between night and day at the very moment just preceding day dawn.
That is the time Jesus comes. And observe how beautiful it is; He came walking on the water. Let us delight in contemplating the majesty of
His love! It is not only that | see His divine power as He steps the waves, but | see the majesty of His mighty love. They could not be upon the
stormy sea without His walking those waves too; they could not be, as it were, in difficulty and in danger without His drawing near to them;
they could not be surrounded by the fury and hurricane of the tempest that came down from the mountain side and threatened to destroy
their little barque, without His going near to them, too. He came to them walking on the water.

There is a little touch here of great beauty; have you ever thought of it? " He made as though He would have passed by them." Do you think
it was a mere accident that this is recorded for us here? Do you think it is a mere little trifling circumstance in the history that the Spirit of
God brings out? | believe it is exactly the same thing that you find in Luke 24., when He joined those two poor, heart-broken, weary ones
upon the morning of His resurrection, as they walked and were sad, and had given up all hope in this world. It says, " He made as though He
would have gone farther." It is the same kind of action here; He " would have passed by them." Why? To call out from them the faintest cry of
want and need of Him; that is what it is. It is not that He was indifferent, that He did not feel; oh, assuredly it was not that!

He was never insensible to the distresses of His poor servants in their vicissitudes; but He delights to draw out confidence. Oh! if there is the
feeblest confiding of trust in any of your poor hearts, if everything has fled but this one hope in Him, small though it be, be assured He wants
that. That is the meaning of His action here; He would have passed them by; but only that He might awake up, and draw out, as it were, and
minister to the dying embers of that faith which was in the heart. Then they " cried out." How grateful to His heart that cry! Was not He
attentive? Did He not delight in that confidence so expressed?

Mark what He says; there are three words here, " Be of good cheer," " Be not afraid; " but note especially the words between them. Our
beautiful old translation has it, " It is I; " but that in reality means " | am," the same as in John 8. Mark the connection, " Be of good cheer; " " |
am; " " be not afraid." Oh, beloved friends, what a trinity of blessedness there is in these three expressions! " Be of good cheer: " might not
that well wipe away every tear from the eye? " | am: " the mighty God in the glory and dignity and majesty of His own person walking the
waves and waters. " Be not afraid: " the very words He is saying to us to-night.

Now, brother or sister (thank God we can all of us be engaged in work in different ways), you are " toiling in rowing: " may God in His infinite
grace give us that blessed confidence in Christ's care and love, that amid every wind and storm, and our toiling through them, we may ever
hear Him say, " Be of good cheer "-" | am "-" Be not afraid."

Oh, the luxury of being the means of blessing to some poor heart! The one who is so used knows its sweetness; but it must be tasted to be
known and thus enjoyed. " There is that scattereth and yet increaseth and there is that withholdeth more than is meet, and it tendeth to
poverty."

But remember, in all the vicissitudes of service, and in all the ups and downs so-called of life, whether it be at home or in the service of God,
in the world or in the church, whether it be in the counting house or at the counter, wherever you are, remember this, there will be " toiling in
rowing " while Jesus is absent; but in the darkest part of your night He is near, so we can sing,

" In darkest shades, if He appearMy morning is begun."

And " He talked with them." How blessed the rest of that intercourse! the divine familiarity; oh, how precious the intimacy expressed in those
words, " He talked with them." Oh to hear those beautiful words, those wonderful words! The Lord in His grace use His own precious tidings
to-night to encourage our hearts, beloved friends, that we may all go forth with a little more of the fire of Christ's love in our souls, and that



we may have the comfort, whatever position we are in, as we toil through this world where He is not, of knowing for ourselves the solace and
cheer of Himself, for His name's sake.

Christian Friend: Volume 13, Servants' Rest, The (6:31)

“Come ye yourselves apart into a desert place, and rest a while: for there were many coming and going, and they had no leisure so much as
to eat.” (Mark 6: 31)

“ Come ye yourselves apart, an rest awhile;
I would not always have you in the strife
That follows in the track of desert toil,

And fills with care the hours of desert life.

“ Come ye yourself apart, and rest awhile,
Repose thy head upon my loving breast,
Nor fear to leave thy labor and thy toil

To taste the joy of solitude and rest.

“I know thy labor, and will ne’er forget
Aught that is done in faith and love to me;
Fruit shall be borne, and | will never let
One grain be lost throughout eternity.

“ 1 do not value faithful service less—

My joy ‘twas once in service to be found—
But | would have you know the blessedness
Of leisure and of rest from all around.

H. A. C.

Girdle of Truth: Volume 3, How Many Loaves Have Ye? (6:38)

Mark 6:38

The Lord uses what the disciples had. It was but little-nothing for such a multitude; but when blessed and broken by Jesus, it goes a great
way. The God who gave life could sustain it, independent of means, or multiply the means to make them adequate to the need. So now, it is
what "we have" that Christ uses. Use what we have in faith, and He will make it meet the need of all present. It is the power of God giving
efficacy to His word, that makes much or little a blessing, and without that, plenty is in vain. In ministry of the word, the grand end it getting
the soul, through the presentation of Christ, brought into living connection with God. True ministry does this for the poor; the rich go empty
away.

Christian Truth: Volume 2, How Many Loaves Have Ye? (6:38)

Mark 6:3; 8

The Lord uses what the disciples had. It was but little-nothing for such a multitude. But when blessed and broken by Jesus, it goes a long way.
The God who gave life could sustain it, independent of means, or multiply the means to make them adequate to the need. So now, it is what
"we have" that Christ uses. Use what we have in faith, and He will make it meet the need of all present. It is the power of God giving efficacy
to His word, that makes much or little a blessing, and without that, plenty is in vain. In ministry of the Word, the grand end is getting the soul,
through the presentation of Christ, brought into living connection with God. True ministry does this for the poor in spirit; the rich go empty
away.

Seas: May 2024, Sea of Galilee, The (6:45-53)



What a moment it must have been, when the Lord stilled the wind and the sea on the lake of Galilee (Mark 4:37-41)! What an expression of
ready obedience there was in those angry elements! It must have been wonderful and beautiful to have witnessed it! People may talk of the
necessary force of principles, the laws of nature, or the course of things, but it is surely the law of nature to obey its Lord in the midst of even
its wildest ways. As here, in the twinkling of an eye, the sea of Galilee felt the presence of One who transfigures at His pleasure the course of
nature, or by a touch unhinges it all.

When the same Jesus (Psa. 104) by and by roars over His prey like a lion, the thunder, though it was asleep the moment before, utters its
voice (Rev. 10), for all the forces of nature are equally, either still or alive, at His various pleasure. And so at the end, from His presence,
when enthroned in white or for judgment, the heavens and the earth in like instinctive readiness will pass away (Rev. 20).

The Lord Listened to Joshua

| observe a difference in the style of the action in Joshua, when the sun and the moon stood still in the midst of heaven. It was the Lord who
listened to the voice of man there. Joshua prayed and got the power of God on his side, and the occasion was full of wonder, no day being like
it.

But Jesus acts at once and from Himself, and no wonder is expressed by the inspired evangelist. All the wonder which waits on the occasion
comes from the unprepared hearts of men or the disciples.

Many a wind, | may say, has blown over the same water since the day of Mark 4, and the heart of many an alarmed disciple has again cried
out, but there has been no answer. Many and many a trying and terrible storm of affliction still sweeps across the path of the people of God,
and there is no command to it from Him who has right and power still. But this we may learn that, though there is “need of patience,” and
Jesus appears still to sleep, yet is He as truly with us now as He was for the disciples in the face of the danger then.

The Presence of Jesus

And this same water was not always disturbed. Often it witnessed the successful fishing of the disciples of Jesus. At the command of the same
power which now quieted the waters, they again and again yielded their treasures, and nets full were given to them without any toil of theirs.
As now, in the changeful scenery of life, it may be peace and abundance, and again danger, disturbance and fear. But oh the comfort, could
we but embrace it! It is the presence of the same Jesus which faith is entitled to know, whether in smooth waters, in allayed waters, or in
waters which still rage and swell without a voice to command them. He may be active in the one case and seem as if asleep in the other, but
He is equally in the ship, in either case.

And | have thought that the communion which the disciples had with their Lord after they had wakened Him was not equal to that they would
have had if their faith had left Him still asleep. They were, it is true, at the end of their fears from the wind and enjoying the fruit of His power,
but they had fears from Himself and were not at ease in His presence. He had rebuked them, and they could not but remember that they had
disturbed Him. Had they let Him sleep on, they might have sat and gazed at Him on His pillow, and through that gaze have learned the
intimacy of His interest with theirs, and seen themselves as bound up into one bundle of life with Him. But all this was now lost to them:
losers spiritually, gainers providentially. So it is with us oftentimes. The Lord comes down to our level, to the place our fears have brought
Him, in the delivering operations of His hand, but it is with the loss of the light of that elevation where He was — the place up to which faith
would have taken us. Have not our souls known something of this?

Fear or unbelief at times hinder communion with the Lord and separate the soul from the enjoyment of what He is to us.
Selfishness

It is a worse thing still, when selfishness is the hindrance. We know these things ourselves, and we hear of them in the recorded experiences
of others. In a previous scene on the Sea of Galilee (Mark 4), the disciples, through fear, lost what their Lord would have been to them; here,
on the same sea, they lost Him through selfishness (Mark 6:31-52). They had returned to Him after a day’s toil, and He had retired with them,
that they might rest and be refreshed. But their privacy was soon disturbed by the multitude. In the perfection of His ways, He at once turned
from them to wait on the deeper need of the people. They were like sheep without a shepherd, and He begins to teach them. This was
perfect, and therefore the only path the Son of God could take. He turns from the less to the greater necessity, from the fatigue of the
disciples to the spiritual wants of the multitude. In taking this direction, the disciples suffer. But this is not the fault of their Master, but the
result of the perfection of His way.

This is so continually with us, and we are offended. Our selfishness makes us intent on our own part in the great scene around us, and we are
not, with Him, in wisdom and love, surveying and weighing it in all its relationships. So it was here with the disciples: They are offended by
the multitude being thus waited on, and they propose to their Master, after some little space, that He would send them away. Hence there
was a moral breach between Him and them. Their selfishness, their narrowness of heart, had wrought it. He cannot take the course they
prescribe. He feeds, instead of dismissing, the multitude.

The discipline, then, comes in due season. After feeding the people, the Lord tells the disciples to go aboard and cross the Sea of Galilee. As
their selfishness would gladly have separated Him from the people, His discipline must now separate them from the joy and strength of His

presence. They launch on the sea, and He pursues His perfect path, taking leave of the poor shepherdless flock, retiring to the mountain for
prayer, and then descending to walk on the sea, which all this time, by reason of contrary winds, had cost them toil in rowing.

Separation From His Presence



This was separation indeed. They see, but they do not share the triumph of their Lord. In principle, this carries with it all the difference
between judgment and salvation. For a moment their souls have to taste somewhat of this. They do not discern Him; they cry out. They are
sore amazed above measure and wonder. They see their Lord in the place of strength and victory, but they are not with Him there. This is
real separation. They behold Him, and with fear, walking over all that mighty maze and tempest, which was giving them such toil and
distress.

Judgment and Salvation

This carries all the difference between judgment and salvation. For what is salvation but a share in the victory of the Son of God? And what
will judgment be, but seeing that victory in its glorious fruit without a share in it, and rather driven from its presence with confusion and
amazement?

The Sea of Galilee may picture the Christian’s life to us. The surface was smooth at times, rough at times, asking for toil in rowing at times,
affording propitious sailing and successful fishing at times, and at times awakening fear. But change as it may, Jesus was there with His
people. His ways may vary, but He is always with them there or joins them there. He may at times be prospering their nets, directing their
labors, asleep as though He heeded them not, the companion of their gentle passage across, or walking in strength over what was too much
for them. But still He is with them: Whether sailing, fishing, rowing, or buffeting the wind in fear, He is ever with them.

The Remembrancer, 1902

Messages of God's Love: 1944, Jesus, the Son of God (6:45-46)

Mark 6:45-56

After Jesus had supplied the meal for the great company of people in the wilderness, He told His disciples to go in the boat to another place
on the shore of Galilee, and He went alone on the mountain near to pray.

The disciples seem not to have gone toward Bethsaida, as Jesus said, but toward another place (John 6:17). They rowed very hard all night,
but the wind was against them, and at the 4th watch, which was the early morning, they were still far from the shore, and were very tired and
discouraged.

But there in the stormy sea, those men saw a wonderful sight: Jesus walking on the water coming to them; He kept on, as though, for them all
to see that He was walking. At first the men were greatly frightened and thought Jesus was a spirit, until He spoke to them, telling them to be
of good cheer; He said, “lt is |; be not afraid.”

Jesus came into the boat with them and the wind stopped. The disciples were filled with wonder that Jesus had walked on the water, more
than at all else they had seen. They knew He had power to cure all sickness, feed the hungry, raise the dead, and they had before heard Him
still a storm. They believed His power was from God, and that He would he their King; they loved Him, and had left all to be with Him.

But when they saw Jesus walk upon the sea, they realized that He was Himdelf, different from all others, that He was One of Heaven, the Son
of God (Matt. 14:33). Because Jesus lived so humble a life, they had believed Him only as God’s prophet and King. He was not a spirit; which
they could not see (Luke 24:37-39), but a perfect man, yet divine. This is a mystery we do not understand, but all who have truly learned of
Jesus, reverence Him as the holy Son of God. That is the reason His words, His deeds, and His death on the cross for sins, have such value.

When Jesus and the disciples landed on shore, and people saw Him, they all hurried to bring their sick friends or relatives to be healed. It
seems there were too many for Him to go to each one, and they carried the sick ones on their beds or blankets, and placed them beside the
road where Jesus would pass, and begged Him that they could touch but the border of His garment.

“As many as touched Him were made whole.”

This shows how constantly and patiently Jesus kept on going to all the villages to do good for all as God’s Servant; no one was missed, who
reacd out to Him for help.

Do you suppose there was a sick one who was not willing to put out his hand to touch Jesus? Such a one would be carried home again, still
helpless. Many now miss a far greater blessing from the Lord Jesus.

Although He is now the Risen One in Heaven, we may “come” to Him in as simple a way as the sick ones: if we believe He is our Saviour, we
“touch” Him by faith, and His power gives eternal life to the soul.

Which disciple asked to come to Jesus on the water? (Matt. 15:26).
ML 02/20/1944

Bible Herald: 1877, Communion With the Lord (6:30)

Mark 6:30



We must ever remember that communion with the Lord is at once our joy and our security, the life of all service, and the power of all
knowledge.

Whatever knowledge we have that does not connect us in spirit with the Lord, is a vanity of the mind, even though it may evert have the form
of the truth, and be fully orthodox, as it is termed.

How often do we gather sorrow and shame in the end of our doings and ways, when we might have reaped joy and assurance, because we
did not walk in the Spirit, or in fellowship with the Lord, through the circumstances as we should have done?

This is frequently illustrated in Scripture. As, for instance, in the striking and varied histories of Lot and Abraham; the former walked in the
light of his own eyes, and he reaped shame, and loss, and sore disappointment; the latter walked by faith, and was brought to power and
high estate, and great favor with God; and yet they were both in the main righteous.

| have been just meditating on a scene in the Gospel of Mark which illustrates this, chap. 6:30. You will observe on the return of the disciples
to their Master, wearied and somewhat faint in their labor, He in tender consideration for them draws them aside to take rest and
refreshment; in this He acted in the Spirit, as ever entering into their necessities. You can find Him moved with pity towards the scattered and
unpitied flock of Israel, and again regardless of Himself, he turns to minister to them, and began to teach them many things. Here also He
was not pleasing Himself but others, to their good to edification (Rom. 15:2). But here we find the disciples ceasing to sympathize with their
Master. His heart was set on the urgent necessities of their spiritual wants, and He began to teach them. But towards evening the disciples
seem to interrupt His work, and present to His attention their temporal wants, and would fain have them dismissed, that they might go into
the villages and buy themselves victuals.

Now in this they were not walking in the Spirit, they were not of one mind in the circumstance with Him. However, He does not rebuke them
there; the rebuke was to come afterward, as we shall see in the fruit of their ways. He, still as the minister of the need of poor necessitous
man, sets Himself to meet the occasion, and He supplies the multitude with bread. When He had thus done, He sends His disciples off in the
ship, while He remains behind with the people.

Now | believe that He resumes His teaching of them, for by the words, “He sent away the people,” | understand that He dismissed them in a
solemn manner, giving them godly admonition, and testifying further of the Father to them. But you observe the disciples forfeited all title to
take part with Him in this service, and therefore He previously constrained them to go away in the ship. They had forfeited this honor,
inasmuch as they had not been one with Him in His compassion for the multitude, as | before observed; for you know we cannot suitably
instruct others, or take part in ministering to their souls, till we feel for them.

We then find the blessed Jesus; having sent the multitude away, in the mountain at prayer. There you see Him still in spirit, fervently laboring
in secret with God, walking in the light, in full fellowship with the Father.

The disciples meanwhile began to gather the bitter fruit of departing in spirit from the Lord; while He was in prayer, they were toiling in
rowing against contrary winds. He, in the fullness of power, and as the Lord, who is mightier than the noise of many waters, who spreadeth
out the heavens and walketh upon the waves of the sea, having finished His course of ministry and come down from the mountain, that had
witnessed the fervency of His spirit, gathers glory, the reward of His ways; He appears treading on all that was the occasion of His people’s
travail and trial, and they were amazed and confounded in the presence of His glory.

They did not understand it. They cried out and were troubled, and all this because the heart was hardened; had their hearts been tender, had
they continued in full sympathy and communion with their Lord through the previous circumstances, they would now have stood in the
presence of His glorious power, not abashed and confounded but in assurance and joy—and so with us.

Let us now, in this time of His absence, seek communion in spirit with Him, and then when He appears we shall not be ashamed before Him
at His coming.

I do not speak of loss of the glory, as in this scene you find the disciples with their Lord safe over the storm and together on the other side of
the lake. His blessed grace and power reserve the glory for us; but | speak of the presence of that glory not putting us to shame, as it surely
must if we now walk in fellowship with that which is not of its own character. —M S.

Questions and Answers on Scripture: From the Bible Treasury, Luke 9:3 Compared With Mark 6:8 (6:8)

Question: Will you kindly answer the following question?—In Luke 9 the Lord told the disciples not to take a staff when sending them out;
whereas in Mark 6:8 He says, “Take nothing... save a staff only.” Can you say why the two Evangelists differ?

Answer: If the enquirer has access to vol. 9 (N.S.) of the Bible Treasury (1913) he will find on page 356 what, we think, may be a solution of
his difficulty.

Scripture Study, Scripture Study: Mark 6:30-56 (6:30-56)

MAR 6Verses 30-34. The apostles now return and tell the Lord all things, both what they had done and what they had taught. Likely they were
full of the excitement of their mission. He says: "Come ye yourselves apart into a desert place, and rest awhile." How kind to them this was,
and they needed it so much, to take away their self-importance, and to remind them where the blessing came from, and that they were but



His instruments to carry out His will, so that there in His presence in retirement they might find out what they were in truth, and enjoy His
love without being puffed up by their usefulness. Notice He does not say, "Go ye yourselves apart," but "Come." It is being in His company
that is the rest He desires for our souls; away from others, a desert place in His company.

For there were many corning and going so that they had no leisure so much as to eat. This coming and going does not tell of needy ones
sitting at Jesus' feet, and the Lord gets away from them. They departed into a desert place by ship privately. The people saw them departing.
He was recognized. The news quickly spread, and out of the cities came the crowd together unto Him. The love of God breaks through His
repose to meet man's need again. Jesus coming out saw a great crowd and was moved with compassion toward them, because they were as
sheep not having a shepherd: and He began to teach them many things. What a true, faithful, loving Servant we have here. He saw their sad
moral condition, and ministers to them the teaching He knew they were most in need of. Their leaders had already rejected Him and
blasphemed the Holy Ghost. (Mark 3:22-30.) But His heart goes out to the needy ones in deep loving compassion.

Verses 35, 36. The disciples at length remind Him that the day was far spent and that it was a desert place and advises sending the crowd
away that they may go where they can buy themselves bread; for they had nothing to eat. Could He send them away? No, indeed! His
compassion on them was greater than that. If He detained them to teach their souls many things, He will also prove Himself able to meet this
need also. He will testify that He is the Great Messiah of Psa. 132:15, who of old said, "I will abundantly bless her provision: | will satisfy her
poor with bread." He will also teach His disciples, what they failed to learn in their mission, that they were His administrators (but see verse
52).

They do not understand this when He says, "Give ye them to eat." They speak about buying bread. He said, "How many loaves have ye? Go
and see. And when they knew, they say, "Five, and two fishes." He will use His disciples to arrange them in ranks of fifties and hundreds. And
He will also use them to distribute what His fullness provides. He now takes the five loaves and the two fishes, and looking up to heaven, He
blessed and broke the loaves, and divided the fishes, and gave them to His disciples to set before them, and they did all eat and were filled.
And they took up twelve baskets full of fragments and of the fishes. And they that did eat of the loaves were about five thousand men. What
proof this was that Jehovah was in their midst blessing the poor of His flock. In this we have a foreshowing of the Messiah's glory and of the
place His disciples have with Him. But it is only a picture, He is yet the rejected One.

Verse 45 begins another picture. In figure He dismisses the Jewish nation, constrains His disciples to get into the ship (the Jewish remnant
became the Church at Pentecost), while He goes up into a mountain to pray. A picture of this present time when the Church has to face
contrary winds and trials, but He is interceding for us on high, and though we are apparently left alone, He is with us now by the Holy Spirit.
(John, 14:18.) This time will end with His coming to meet us, not on the earth, but in the air.

His coming to them walking on the water, pictures His coming to the believing remnant of Israel, and calming their fears, and delivering them
from the oppressors-the winds and waves of the great tribulation. His coming for us has no signs. His coming to Israel has many signs. He
watches over them, and says "Be of good cheer: It is I; be not afraid." And coming up into the boat the storm ceases; but with the Church it is
taken up out of the storm. Our rest is not here. In Him we have peace. The disciples were sore amazed in themselves beyond measure, and
wondered, the miracle of the loaves had only hardened their hearts.

Verses 53-56. They now land at Gennesaret, or Gadara, where the man that had the legion cast out was left. Now, what a change! They
besought Him to depart before, now they recognize Him and run to bring all their sick to Him, where they heard He was. And besought Him
that they might touch if it were but the border of His garment. And as many as touched Him were made whole. This pictures the future
blessing of Israel when they are restored to the Lord. God's purposes will be fulfilled without fail, and He knows the end from the very
beginning. What a blessed portion is ours now, as saints in light. May we walk according to it!

Continued from page 296.

Scripture Study, Scripture Study: Mark 6 (6:1-29)

Verse 1. Jesus now comes to His own country where He had been brought up, and His disciples follow Him.

Verses 2, 3. On the sabbath day He began to teach in the synagogue. Words of wisdom flowed from His lips, and many, hearing Him, were
astonished, and question, "From whence has this man these things? What wisdom is this which is given unto Him, that even such mighty
works are wrought by His hands? "

They call Him the carpenter; that is all He is to them. They know His family, but they care nothing for Him; they are offended at Him. What
unbelief; what hardness of heart; what a display of the flesh that profits nothing! The carnal mind is enmity to God; the natural man receiveth
not the things of the Spirit of God. (Rom. 8:7; 1 Cor. 2:14.) He did not flatter their pride. He did not come with earthly glory, but as a lowly
servant. Quite true, He manifested the character of God, but they did not want that. Worldly power and glory would suit their taste, but not a
humble servant like Jesus. They were offended at Him; they reject Him, and He will reject them.

Verses 4-6. Jesus said unto them, "A prophet is not without honor, but in his own country, and among his own kin, and in his own house, and
He could do no mighty work there." What a loss to them!

Their unbelief lost the blessing He had for them, and only a few sick that He laid His hands on, were healed. They were needy, and love will
work where it can. The few sick folk profit by this love that seeks their good, but the rest go empty away. What a lesson for us all not to
hinder the work of God by our unbelief.



What will He do now? If He can do nothing there because of their unbelief, He will seek a wider field: "And' He went round about the villages,
teaching."

Verses 7-11. He now shows His power in calling others into the work, and gives them power over unclean spirits, and sends them out on a
mission entirely dependent on Him to supply their every need. They take nothing but their staff for their journey: no scrip, no bread, no
money in their purse; sandals they would need, but not two coats. Luke tells us, they lacked nothing. (Luke 22:35.) Those that would not
receive them, would receive judgment worse than Sodom and Gomorrha. The house they entered into, there they were to abide while they
were in that place.

Verse 12. They went out and preached that men should repent. Doubtless, many did repent and turn to God, and thus escaped the terrible
judgment Israel's sins, their sins, deserved.

Verse 13. They cast out many devils and anointed with oil many that were sick, and healed them. What grace is here seen, not only does He
send good news, but uses men to carry it. May we,' too, have our hearts filled with the Savior's love, so that we may tell others what we have
received, and thus be used of Him to carry blessing to others.

Verses 14-29. We are here told how John, the Baptist's ministry came to an end, a fore-showing of what the Lord's ministry would come to
also. (Matt. 17:12.) John rebuked Herod's sin, and he threw John into prison. Herodias would have killed him, but she could not. Herod's
respect for John sheltered him from her, but pleasures and excitement laid the snare, and Herod promised with an oath to give the dancing
girl what she wished. Her mother told her to ask the head of John the Baptist. The king's false oath bound him, and John was executed. The
story shows the heartlessness of Israel's ruler. His disciples heard of it, they came and took up his corpse and laid it in a tomb. Matt. 14:12
adds, "and went and told Jesus."

When Herod heard of Jesus, it came into his mind what he had done. (He will never forget it to all eternity.) He thought God had raised John
from the dead, and therefore mighty works showed themselves forth in him. Others thought Jesus a prophet, such as Elias, perhaps from
Mal. 4:5.

(To be Continued).

Shepherding Pastoral Care John 21: September 2008, He Was Moved With Compassion (6:34)

“Jesus, when He came out, saw much people, and was moved with compassion toward them, because they were as sheep not having a
shepherd: and He began to teach them many things” (Mark 6:34).

In a world of misery and want, how blessed to know One whose heart feels it all, who makes it His own, and whose emotions of pitying love
are so expressed that we can know and see them: “He was moved with compassion.” That blessed face plainly told of the throbbing of divine
mercy that worked within. The heart expressed itself before the hand moved to relieve what the eye looked upon. Nor was it a transient
feeling, a passing emotion. Human misery has found a home in the heart of Jesus, and He, who is “the same yesterday, and today, and
forever,” although now on the throne of God in glory, is still “moved with compassion” as He looks out upon and takes in all the misery and
want that plead incessantly, in accents of ever deepening intensity, at the throne of mercy.

If the Shepherd of Israel was moved with compassion as He looked upon the children of Abraham, “as sheep not having a shepherd,” how
deep must be the emotion with which the Lord Jesus now views the children of God again “scattered abroad”! What havoc the “grievous
wolves” have made in “the flock of God”! How the speakers of perverse things have led away “disciples after” them! What widespread
division and offense have they wrought who “serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly”! Surely all this appeals with touching force
to Him who “loved the church and gave Himself for it.”

But was it only that Jehovah’s people were “as sheep not having a shepherd”? Had they not sinned themselves? Had their hearts been “right
with Him"? Had they been “steadfast in His covenant”? Full well He knew the long, sad history of that perverse and stiff-necked people; it was
all before Him, “but He, being full of compassion, forgave their iniquity” (Psa. 78:38).

And has the church of the living God suffered only from false teachers and bad guides? Have the children of God a better history than the
children of Israel? Have they been less perverse and stiff-necked? Have they altogether kept His Word? And have their hearts been right with
Him who redeemed them with His own blood? How well He knows that higher privileges and better promises have only brought out deeper
sin and relatively less response to His love! Surely every heart knows this. How sweet then, in our day, to turn to Him whose “compassions
fail not” and who, “having loved His own which were in the world, He loved them unto the end”!

We do well to be at home with that deeply moved heart of pitying, forgiving love, as it “began to teach them many things.” True enough, He
now speaks from heaven, but that heaven is open to us, and there is no distance to faith.

Failure and ignorance are on every hand. Only rightly can we feel the one and minister to the other as we are really with Him who, above all
evil, sees it all, only to find in it the occasion for the ministry of love.

They who would, in any little degree, serve the sheep of Christ need much to ponder these words, spoken to one of old: “Execute true
judgment, and show mercy and compassions every man to his brother.” While doing this, they need to be in spirit with that “merciful and
faithful high priest,” who Himself is not encompassed by infirmity, yet who is touched with the feeling of ours and is “able to have
compassion on the ignorant and on them that are out of the way.”

Most merciful High Priest, Our Saviour, Shepherd, Friend; 'Tis in Thy love alone we trust Until the end.



C. W., from Words of Faith, 1:5

The Servant's Heart: Bible Talks on Mark, Mark 6:1-44, Jesus, Meek and Humble: (6:1-44)

Jesus went to Nazareth, which had been His home, and the people were astonished to hear His wise teaching in the synagogue. Yet they
would not believe that He was from God and greater than they, nor would they show Him respect. Instead of listening more, they talked
against Him among themselves.

Jesus did not do great miracles there, as in the towns nearby, because of their unbelief. He did, however, heal a few sick ones who, perhaps,
believed His words. Instead, He went to teach and help people in other towns.

No Proud Servants

You notice that Jesus sent His disciples to teach people in the same plain, humble way: They were to go even where the roads were rough
and stony. Therefore, they needed to wear sandals, but they were not to take an extra coat or scrip (a bag or wallet for food), nor money.
They were to go as very poor men and get food on the way as best they could. All this would teach the disciples, and those they went to, that
there was to be no pride, and that God’s words were for the poor.

The disciples were given power from Jesus to heal the sick and cast out wicked spirits, and many were healed. Although Jesus and the
disciples went about in so humble a manner, the news of the miracles was told in all places. When Herod, the ruler, heard about them, he
said the prophet John must be alive again and doing the wonderful things.

Herod had given the awful order for John to be killed, although he knew that John was a holy man of God (vs. 20).

He seemed to want to think that John was alive, so he would no longer be guilty of his death. But he did not go to see if it were John, and he
kept on in his proud ways.

Many people who heard of the miracles wanted to see Jesus and came where He and the disciples were, so they had not chance even to eat
their meals. Then Jesus told the disciples to come apart to rest, and He went with them in the boat across the Sea of Galilee to land where no
people lived.

The Miracle of the Loaves

But the people saw them leaving in the boat, and they hurried along the shore to the same place. When Jesus saw they were waiting for Him
there, He was sorry that they had no one to teach them God’s words, and instead of resting, He patiently taught them again.

When evening neared, the disciples spoke to Jesus to send the people to their homes, but He wanted them first to have food, for they had a
long distance to walk. The disciples said it would require two hundred pennyworth of bread for so many. A penny was of much greater value
in their money than it is to us today, and the men spoke as though they could not buy so much.

Perhaps you know what a wonderful thing Jesus did. He took the five loaves of bread and two fish they already had, gave thanks to God,
broke all into pieces, and gave them to the disciples to pass to the people sitting on the grass.

In the hands of Jesus, those few pieces of bread and fish became many, more than enough to supply those five thousand men, beside women
and children (Matt. 14:21).

1. How else did the Lord keep His servants humble?
2. What are some of the ways that Jesus showed He cared for His people’s physical needs?

3. If you'd like to meditate more on the Lord Jesus, you’ll no doubt enjoy A Short Meditation on the Moral Glory of the Lord Jesus Christ by J. G.
Bellett.

Echoes of Grace: 1950, As Many As Touched (6:56)

"As many as touched Him were made whole." Mark 6:56. They did touch, and it was as many as touched that received the healing blessing.
Some looked on, some heard, some reasoned, but those who touched were healed.

There is a lesson here for the seeking soul which teaches him to get close to Christ. Personal contact with Him is the necessity. It suffices not
for the sick man to look at the healing medicine, he must take it if he would be helped thereby. You must come to Christ, not come just a little
way towards Him, if you want to be healed. The sinner must needs meet the Savior, his soul must come into contact with Him; and when this
is the case, lo, the sinner is "made whole.”

There was no virtue in the touch of these sick persons! Think we, that the finger of a paralyzed man had power in it? Or that in the hand of
the leper there was cleansing? Nor is there in us any virtue, or any good thing: the virtue dwells in Jesus, and through the touch the blessing
was received. The touch was the evidence of faith; faith led to the touch. It was also the sign that the sick needed the healing of the Great
Physician. On the one hand, in Jesus there is stored the fullness of grace and pardon and cleansing; on the other, in us is the absolute need.



Faith puts the empty sinner into communication with the aboundings that are in Christ.

Many a soul carries its burden to this hour because there has not been the coming close to Jesus in simple faith. Some are content to hear of
His gracious works, others satisfy themselves by looking at Him from afar off; but the healed people—the saved people—have been content
with nothing short of getting close to Christ, each one for himself and herself.

"As many as touched Him were made whole!" We do not wonder at this; there is no room for surprise, the only surprise is that so few go to
Him. Does it astonish us that we read of a dying thief being saved, or of a blasphemous man, a persecutor and injurious, being made a
follower of the meek and lowly Lord? Or that we hear in our own day of the vilest and worst being "made whole,” and living no more the life
of sin but living instead the life of faith? Do we lift up our eyes with amazement and say, "How can these things be?" By no means, for Jesus is
so wonderful, and His salvation is so complete, and the cleansing efficacy of His once-shed blood is so perfect, that we know He can and does
heal as many as come to Him.

"Whithersoever He entered, into villages, or cities, or country, they laid the sick in the streets, and besought Him that they might touch if it
were but the border of His garment." What a sight of power and of pity, of grace and misery! The Son of God, who had come from heaven,
surrounded with every type of human woe! And as He walks on, His heart moved in tenderness toward all, hundreds of weak hands stretch
out as it were to touch the very skirts of His garments. If our eyes could but see, we should behold in this our day the selfsame Jesus, the Son
of God, moving amongst the longing and perishing children of men, and we should see weak and helpless hands outstretched to touch Him,
and "as many as touched Him were made whole.”

Before the night closes in, and the Lord has passed by to return in mercy no more, oh! stretch out the hand of faith and touch Him!

Christian Treasury: Volume 11, "How Many Loaves Have Ye?" (6:38)

Mark 6:38MAR 6:38

The Lord used what the disciples had. It was only a little—nothing for such a multitude. But when blessed and broken by Jesus, it went a long
way. The God who gave life could sustain it independent of means, or multiply the means to make them adequate to the need.

So now, it is what we have that Christ uses. Use what we have in faith and He will make it meet the need of all present. It is the power of God
giving efficacy to His Word that makes much or little a blessing, and, without that, plenty is in vain. In ministry, the grand end is getting the
soul, through the presentation of Christ, brought into living connection with God. True ministry does this for the poor in spirit; the rich go
away empty.

In seeking to meet the need of sinners and to feed the church of God, only by nearness to Christ and as those who have tasted His mercy
shall we not faint under the ministry committed to us in serving His people it is our privilege to magnify His name by drawing on His strength
in such a way that He alone is the spring and strength and power of ministry. Jesus said, "Give ye them to eat.”

Christian Friend: Volume 7, Three Raisings of the Dead, The (5:22-43)

AR 5:22-43{UK 7:11-16{OH 11{Three times only, as far as we know, did the Lord Jesus, while upon earth, raise the dead to life; viz., the
daughter of Jairus, the son of the widow of Nain, and Lazarus. Each of these cases has its special characteristics and instruction. The daughter
of Jairus had but just expired when the Lord entered the chamber, and turned the weeping of the night into the joy of the morning. The son of
the widow of Nain was being carried to his grave when the procession of death was arrested by the Prince of Life; and Lazarus was in his
tomb, had been dead four days, ere, at the bidding of Him who was the Resurrection and the Life, he came forth again into the, light of day.
Thus did Christ vindicate His power as the Son to quicken whom He would, for “the hour,” said He, “is coming, and now is, when the dead
shall hear the voice of the Son of God: and they that hear shall live.” (John 5:25)

There was a divine reason, too, for the selection of these cases. Had the Lord raised only the child of the Jewish ruler of the synagogue,
infidelity, in its shameless presumption, might have questioned the reality of the death; and so also in the instance of the son of the widow.
The case of Lazarus, therefore, was of another kind-one whom death had claimed, and retained for four days, so that even his sister
exclaimed, “Lord, by this time he stinketh.” But ‘he who stood by the grave had “life in Himself” (John 5:27), and was about to die, and rise
again, that He might be Lord both of the dead and living. (Rom. 14:9) Death therefore had no power, nay, could not exist, in His presence;
and He, in His condescension and grace, has proved it for us by meeting and overcoming death in every stage of decay and corruption. He
will prove it again, in a still more wondrous and victorious way, at a later time, when “all that are in the graves shall hear His voice, and shall
come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation”
(judgment). (John 5:29)

The motives also, it may be remarked, of the Lord’s action in these respective instances were different; that is to say, His motives as revealed
in the several scriptures. He went to the house of Jairus at the earnest request of the sorrowing father. “He fell at His feet, and besought Him
greatly, saying, My little daughter lieth at the point of death: [I pray thee,] come and lay thy hands on her, that she may be healed; and she
shall live.” (Mark 5:23) It was faith, so to speak, laying hold of the heart of Christ, and constraining Him to answer its appeal. It was the heart
of Christ delighting to meet the need of one who in all confidence was casting his burden of sorrow upon Him. What consolation! yea, what
encouragement to every poor burdened soul-burdened with whatever grief or anguish-to come to Christ and evoke the sympathy and succor
of His unfailing and inexhaustible grace and love! Truly all such shall find that He has a heart for every woe.



But there was no appeal from the widow of Nain. Whatever her sorrows, exercises and desolation, they are all unrevealed, save in her
circumstances. They are left to be gathered from that one pathetic word, “The only son of his mother, and she was a widow.” But this one
word is enough. It is a living picture of unequaled sorrow and heart-breaking grief. Divine sustainments there may have been; but if we speak
after the manner of men, it is a picture of dark and hopeless desolation. Knowing therefore something of the heart of Christ, we do not
wonder that it says, “When the Lord saw her, He had compassion on her, and said unto her, Weep not.” (Luke 5:13) We have said that this
poor widow made no appeal to Christ. Nay, her hopeless sorrow, her total bereavement, constituted her appeal. The Lord saw her, estimated
as no other could the depth of her need, and thus, moved by His own heart, He went to her relief. We do not sufficiently understand this. All
can comprehend that the Lord should listen to the cries of His people, but how many of us live in the power of the blessed remembrance of
the fact, that our own griefs and sorrows find an answering response in His heart? “In all their affliction He was afflicted.” (Isa. 63:9) “We have
not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are-without sin “(sin
apart). (Heb. 4:15) If a parent bends over his suffering child with yearning pity, “like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them
that fear Him.” (Psa. 103:13) Some who read these lines may be lying on beds of pain and affliction; others, bereaved, may be weeping over
their dead; and others again may be mourning over those who are dead in sins. Surely, then, it will be a comfort to all such to remember, that
He who, when He saw the widow of Nain following the bier of her only son, had compassion on her, has the same heart for their griefs; that
He stands by them with infinite tenderness, waiting both to succor and to console.

The case of Lazarus differs from both. There was not the faith in the heart of Martha, or even in Mary, that characterized Jairus. They had
faith; but it only embraced the power of Christ to raise up from sickness. Both alike said, “Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had not
died.” (John 11:21-32) Nor did the Lord, as in the case of the widow of Nain, act from His own heart. On the other hand, He refused the appeal
to His affections. The message of the sisters was, “Lord, behold, he whom Thou. lovest is sick.” (John 11:3) No doubt they concluded that this
constituted the most effectual entreaty they could make, believing that they were laying hold of those strong cords of love that bound Him to
Lazarus. They made no mistake as to the fact of His affection; for the Spirit of God carefully adds: “Now Jesus loved Martha, and her sister,
and Lazarus.” (vs. 5) But still the Lord refused the motive presented. It says, “When He had heard therefore that he was sick, He abode two
days still in the same place where He was.” Wherefore this delay? It was not, as we have seen, that He had no heart for Lazarus, nor that His
heart would not prompt Him to speed to the succor of the one He had honored with His love, but it was because the sickness of Lazarus was
“not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God might be glorified thereby.” (vs. 4)

Every word He spake, and every act He performed, was for the glory of God; for it was His meat to do His Father’s will, and to finish His work.
But it has pleased God to unfold to us the different ways in which the Lord acted for that glory, and thus to display the manifold perfections,
and the varied moral glories, of His beloved Son. Here therefore we see Him losing sight, as. it were, even of those He loved, that it might be
known that He was actuated in this wondrous exhibition of resurrection power solely by the glory of God. Hence it was that He abode two
days still in the place where He was, after the cry of these sorrowing hearts had reached Him; for though He was the eternal Son, the Word
that was with God, and was God, the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us. And in coming down to this scene, He came not to do His
own will, but the will of Him that sent Him. (John 6:38) He would not therefore act at the promptings of His own heart, because He had taken
the place of obedience, and thus waited for the Father’s word before He responded to the appeal. Cold must be the heart that is not moved
by this outshining of His moral glory, this combination of infinite greatness with the lowliest grace and humility. It is, in fact, the revelation of
what He was.

What needed lessons are thereby conveyed! Human affection would have prompted to instant succor; but allowing death to come in first,
brought, in raising Lazarus, as nothing else could do, not only glory to God, but also to Christ Himself; for if this sickness was for the glory of
God, it was also “that the Son of God should be glorified thereby.” How then it should still our hearts in the presence of God when He seems
to delay to answer our, cries! Urgent need or pressing danger is generally importunate and impatient. “Has not God said,” we repeat at such
times, “that He will hear our prayers?” How then is it that we have cried in vain? Ah, no! we never cry to Him in vain; “for the eyes of the Lord
are over the righteous, and His ears are open unto their prayers.” (1 Peter 3:12), If the Lord wait, He waits only for His own glory, and our
fuller blessing.

Martha and Mary would naturally conclude, that if Lazarus died the case was hopeless; for they had not counted upon resurrection power. In
like manner we often limit God, and thus it is that He leaves us, like Paul, to have “the sentence of death in ourselves, that we should not
trust in ourselves, but in God which raiseth the dead.” (2 Cor. 1:9) We should challenge our hearts as to how far we have thus learned God as
the God of resurrection. Martha and Mary needed and learned the lesson, and, on the evening of the day on which their brother had been
raised up from death, would thank God that He had permitted him to die ere the Lord came upon the scene. What was thus for the glory of
God, and glorified the Son of God, secured at the same time for His people unspeakable blessings.

These three different motives for the Lord’s action may in another way be connected. If we begin from man’s side, as presented in Jairus, we
see that it is faith which lays hold and secures the intervention of His power on our behalf. If we look at His side in relation to ourselves, we
learn that it is His heart which moves His arm of power in answer to our cries. And then if we inquire what is the object He has before Himself
in all the exercise of His grace and power, we find that it is solely the glory of God. Thus, ere He came to earth, in the past eternity,
foreseeing man’s condition and the failure of everything to satisfy God’s claims, He presented Himself, saying, “Lo, | come to do thy will, O
God;"” and before He returned to the Father, but taking a place, in spirit, beyond the cross, He said, “l have glorified thee on the earth: | have
finished the work thou gavest me to do.” (John 17:4)

A few words may be added upon the dispensational teachings of these three cases, leaving for the present the more general instruction. All
symbolize Israel in different ways. But it must be remembered, as another has said, “that, while dispensationally Israel has great importance
as the center of God’s government of this world, morally Israel was just man where all the ways and dealings of God had been carried out so
as to bring to light what he was. The Gentile was man left to himself as regards God'’s special ways, and so unrevealed. Christ was a light “to
reveal the Gentiles (eigamokdAvgv £€6vwv).” The daughter of Jairus sets forth the condition of Israel on the Lord’s return. Christ was on His
way to heal the nation, but while on His way the poor woman, who had been afflicted with an issue of blood for twelve years (Mark 5:25), and
had come to the end of all resources, whether in herself or in others, in vainly seeking for cure, comes in the energy of faith to Christ, and at
once obtains relief. This is what has happened. The nation of Israel refused their Messiah, but faith, even while He was on earth, proved His
ability to save, and still proves it now that He is on high. The present dispensation, therefore, like the woman with the issue of blood, comes



between His mission to Israel and His actual restoration of the nation to life. The son of the widow of Nain also speaks of Israel’s moral
condition. Remarkably enough, too, the incident comes after a striking exhibition of faith; faith in Christ as having the power of God, and such
faith as the Lord had not found in Israel. (Luke 7:9) But in this case it was a Gentile, and not one of the chosen people. He was a Roman
centurion. Luke, however, presents Christ as the Son of man, revealing God in grace outside of all dispensations, although, as a matter of
fact, He was in the midst of Israel. Hence the prominence given to the faith of the centurion, who was an alien from the commonwealth of
Israel, and a stranger from the covenant of promise. It is in contrast with this that the son of the widow of Nain is introduced. Morally Israel
was dead, and, as such, beyond hope, save for the intervention in grace of resurrection power-a power unknown to the ordinances of the law.
Israel then must be the object of sovereign grace and mercy equally with the Gentile. (Compare Rom. 11:30-32)

Lazarus typifies, in like manner, the state of Israel, as indeed the state of man as displayed in Israel. In chapter 8, the Jews reject the word of
Christ; in chapter 9, His work; and in chapter 10, He, as the Good Shepherd, calls His sheep out of the Jewish fold. This excites the enmity of
the Jews, and they took up stones again to stone Him. (10: 31) They had done this before. (8: 59) Not only, therefore, had they rejected Him,
but they had also displayed the murderous enmity of their hearts against Him as the Son of God. (10: 33-36) It was consequently all over with
them as a nation, and in the next chapter their state in death, as the fruit of their sin, is displayed in Lazarus. They had sought to stone Christ
as the Son of God; God testifies to Him in this character in the resurrection of Lazarus. “This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of
God, that the Son of God might be glorified thereby.” Moreover, if Israel is dead, the question is, Can these dry bones live? If so, it can only be
by the sovereign exercise of resurrection power in grace. And this is what will take place; for “thus saith the Lord God; Behold, O my people, |
will open your graves, and cause you to come out of your graves, and bring you into the land of Israel.”

(Ezek. 37:12) “O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God how unsearchable are His judgments, and His ways past
finding out! For who hath known the mind of the Lord? or who hath been His counselor? Or who hath first given to Him, and it shall be
recompensed unto him again? For of Him, and through Him, and to Him, are all things: to whom be glory forever. Amen.”

(Rom. 11:33-36)
E. D.

Christian Truth: Volume 22, Trip to the Unfailing Physician, The (5:25-34)

Mark 5:25-34; Luke 8:43-48

The daughter of Jairus the ruler of the synagogue, lay dying in her father's house. Everything that could be done for her had been done, but
nothing could stay the relentless waves of death which rolled onward as if resolved to quench the light of that fair young life. Will then the
father and mother of the damsel have to part with this dear child of their affection? It must be so, unless Jesus would come and raise her up;
and happily for them Jesus was at hand. Jairus goes to Him, beseeches Him to come and bid his daughter live; and the blessed Lord, ever
gracious, ever ready to answer the cry of need, would go and rescue this child from the gates of the grave, and place her again in her
parents' bosom. On His way to the ruler's house, much people followed and thronged Him; and among them there is one to whose state and
actions the pen of the inspired Evangelist now abruptly turns our attention.

For twelve long years she had been sick; and her case, like that of the, ruler's daughter, baffled the skill of the medical men. Physician after
physician was consulted, and fee after fee paid, till all that she had was gone, and she was nothing bettered, but rather grew worse. Oh,
those weary twelve years during which the heart of this suffering woman had been beaten about like a shuttlecock between hope and
despair—one day thinking she was gaining strength, the next day finding she was not; one physician given up and another tried, but all alike
impotent to do her any good, until poverty and a long unbroken series of disappointments bade her hope for health no more, but prepare for
the final issue—the coffin and the grave.

What a picture have we here of the sinner's condition! How it speaks of that incurable disease—sin—from which humanity everywhere is
suffering, and of the anxious but fruitless efforts of many a soul to find spiritual health and healing. Yes, sin is an awful reality; and death and
sorrow and crying and pain and tears are the bitter fruits of it in this world; and how infinitely more sad and solemn its results in the world to
come. And this cruel and malighant foe has made a prey of every heart, and manifests its presence and its power in man's insubjection to
God, in lawlessness, for "sin is lawlessness." It is a terrible thing to be a sinner, and the fact that all have sinned does not lessen the
terribleness of it any more than the power of cholera to kill would be lessened by every individual in the country being seized with it together.
"All have sinned." Alas! alas! that it should be so.

Many are the means which well-intentioned persons have devised to repress or at least check certain forms in which sin shows itself. There
are societies for the promotion of temperance, of social purity; societies for the circulation of wholesome literature, and for the suppression of
vice; but all such agencies, when they have accomplished their highest measure of good, leave the sinner's state before God untouched. The
sore healed upon the surface frets underneath; the chained demoniac is a demoniac still; the rotten ship is not made sound by being painted
on the outside. Stanch the bleeding wounds of humanity as much as you may, man remains a sinner; and the question for each is, What do
you purpose doing in reference to your having sinned against God?

If you set yourself earnestly to work, determined to lead a better life in every sense of the word, in what way would that make your condition
less hopeless than it is? If a man is deeply in debt, his circumstances are not improved by his resolve not to add to his indebtedness. If in the
future he pays cash for all he buys, that does not liquidate his former debts—the past remains, and it is written that "God requireth that
which is past" (Eccles. 3:15).

It is the natural impulse of the heart to have recourse to many physicians. No one likes to regard his case as hopeless. No one likes to believe
himself lost as far as his own efforts go. When the prodigal's last penny was spent, and no man gave unto him, he did not begin at once to



think of his father's house, nor determine to return thither. He will seek to mend his broken fortunes somehow; anything rather than go back
in poverty and rags, and own the sin and folly of his ways. But if God is dealing with your soul, it is to that point you must be brought; and the
longer you fight against it, the longer will your misery last. If you still resist, God will suffer you to go on till your last cent is gone, and your
last interview with the physicians is over; and what will you then do? Poor and strengthless, sick and ready to die, to whom will you then turn?

The woman of our narrative had come to this when someone told her of Jesus. What her informant said we know not, but it is easy to imagine
how hope sprang up afresh within her heart-hope which maketh not ashamed-as she heard of the One whose power had never been known to
fail. Here was a new Physician to whom the poor were as welcome as the rich, and from whom healing virtue flowed at the first touch of those
who felt their need of Him. To Him then she would go, and at once; so gathering her garments about her, she straightway mingled with the
great crowd in the street.

Little by little did this afflicted soul elbow her way through the throng. Hope gave her fresh strength, and her faith led her to dare what
otherwise she would have shrunk from; for, as men speak, the crowd was no place for her. But she said, "If | may touch but His clothes, | shall
be whole"; and this was no small matter for one who had suffered many things of many physicians, an d was nothing bettered, but rather
grew worse. Silently and unobserved she drew near and stretching out the hand touched the hem of His garment. The act was weak, but how
rich in its results! The simple touch of this feeble woman ended in her perfect cure. What she had sought in vain all those long years now
came to her in a moment, not as the reward of incessant labor or almost endless research, but the happy fruit of a faith that brought her into
personal contact with Jesus.

Nor is it otherwise today. The sinner that comes to the Savior does not remain unblessed. The serpent-bitten Israelites lived when they looked
on the serpent of brass; and the conscience-stricken jailor at Philippi was saved the moment he believed on the Lord Jesus Christ. Salvation
tomorrow might do very well for any who are sure of living till tomorrow, but for those who know the uncertainty of human life a present
salvation is required. This is what God presents. Salvation now, free and everlasting, is found in Christ for everyone that believes. The soul
that believes in Him is saved, everlasting life is his, into judgment he shall never come, he has already passed from death to life (John 5:24).

And this dear, timid woman, having received healing, would now return home as unheeded as she came. Little did she think that her faint
touch had been noticed by the Savior; but it was happy for her that it had. So with His question and His look He called her from the clustering
crowd. Fearing and trembling she came and fell down before Him, and told Him all the truth. Everything was out. She who had secretly
obtained the blessing is now in the presence of the Blesser, and what will He say? Will He blame her boldness in coming to Him as it were by
stealth, and censure her lack of courage in not asking for healing in the open day? Far from that—He calls her to His feet that she might know
the heart of Him whose power she had already proved. "Daughter, thy faith hath made thee whole; go in peace, and be whole of thy plague."
She can now go back with the blessing confirmed in her possession, and her spirit rejoicing in the One who had blessed her thus.

When the soul has received eternal blessing from Christ, it is well that there should be a firm confession of His name. It was due to Him that
this one should declare "before all the people for what cause she had touched Him, and how she was healed immediately." Who can tell the
effect of this personal and public testimony? By it the faith that was ready to falter may have receive d strength, and some hearing of what
Jesus had done may have hastened to tell of Him to others whose case was as hopeless as hers.

Another point may be noticed. Numbers may flock around Jesus and touch Him, but at the touch of faith alone the healing streams flow forth.
It is only when such a touch is given that the Savior can say, "Somebody hath touched Me." And has this no voice for those who crowd around
Christ, so to speak, in places where His name is named?

There they like to go, as their going gives a tone to their respectability, which would not be complete without it. Moreover, it quiets the
conscience and rocks it to sleep in the cradle of self-complacency. But alas! how few among the many who handle the externals of religion
have touched the hem of His garment in faith and in felt need! How few know Him savingly, yet not to know Him thus is not to know Him at
all.

"And didst Thou feel the gentle touch
Amid the noisy rabble throng;

Knowing that need of Thee had drawn

A weak one, that rude crowd among?
"With sickened frame, and trembling heart,
She crept unnoticed through the throng;
And, sheltered 'neath those healing wings,
She found, at once, her burden gone.

"Her need was answered-and unseen

As she had come, she hoped to go,

Alone to love that healing One

Whom soon she'd as Messiah know.

"But no-the words, 'Who touched My clothes?"



Gave birth to thoughts which none could tell;
She had spent all-had naught to give-
And trembling at His feet she fell.

"She knew Him not. 'Be of good cheer'
Threw peace, and joy, and light around,
As rainbow-drops from heaven descend
In grateful showers on thirsty ground.
"Her fears dispelled, she sees Him now
Her God and Savior, looking love;

He'd been her hope of comfort here,
And now her hope of joy above."

The Evangelist: Volume 7 (1873), Glimpses of Jesus' Ways. (5:22-24,35-43)

No. 2.

READ Mark 5:22-24, 35-43. “And He commanded that something should be given her to eat.” How very kind and thoughtful was this of our
precious Lord Jesus! and how strikingly it illustrates His own gracious words, “Your heavenly Father knoweth what things ye have need of
before ye ask Him.” Here, then, we get a little “glimpse” of one of those many “ways” in which He “declared the Father.”

(John 1:18; 17:6, 26.) The poor girl, you know, had been ill of a fever, and no doubt had suffered much; and when people suffer they can’t eat.
But she had not only suffered and been sorely weakened by the fever, but it had killed her outright. Then came Jesus, and with that word,
“Damesel, | say unto thee, Arise,” He gave her life again. His word sufficed. “He spake, and it was done.” And if in thus speaking the dead into
life He showed His power, a power greater than that of death itself—if thus He would show that He was the life, and His word life, how
tenderly, how humanely, He does it! He “took her by the band,” all unconscious as she was; for He would befriend the very DEAD. Nor was
this all “He commanded that something should be given her to eat.” Wonder, amazement, and joy unspeakable, might have caused the
parents and friends to forget at such a moment the need of the poor child; but Jesus forgets nothing. How calm He is in all the turmoil and
excitement of this scene; how conscious of power! yet how He stoops to think of giving a poor girl “something to eat.” What tender pity for a
little one! As the beautiful curtains of the tabernacle were all of “one measure” (Exodus 26:2), so the precious features of Jesus’ character
were all equal. His tenderness was as deep as His love, His pity as great as His power. No doubt this little scene shadows forth a glorious
future, when the daughter of Judah shall be “taken by the hand,” raised from “death in trespasses and sins,” and fed on the meat that
endureth forever. But just now | want you to think over the tenderheartedness which could care for the need of a child just raised from the
dead by His own almighty word. God and man stand before us in one person, and in one little scene. The resistless power that can raise the
dead is united to a compassion not less tender and thoughtful than that of a mother for her little one. Love was the spring of it all; and He is
love, for He is God; but, blessed thought, He is man too, and His pity is equal to His power. What a Friend to have forever! Is He yours by
faith? Do you know Him as your own precious Saviour, whose blood cleanseth from all sin? Only such can have Him for a Friend, and to all
such He is “a friend that sticketh closer than a brother.” But to know Him as a friend you must walk in obedience and communion.

(John 15:14; 13:23-26; 19:26, 27.)

K.

The Evangelist: Volume 7 (1873), Glimpses of Jesus' Ways. (5:21-36)

No. 1.
“As soon as Jesus heard the word that was spoken, He saith unto the ruler of the synagogue, Be not afraid, only believe.”"— MARK 5:21-36

POOR Jairus! It was his only daughter, you see (Luke 8:42), and she lay a dying when he left the house. He had tried all means, you may be
sure, and all had failed; but there was one hope left. What was that, do you think? If he could but find Jesus, Him of whose wondrous power he
had heard, his beloved one might yet be saved. And he had found Him, and had fallen down in his deep distress at His feet, and had
“besought Him greatly” to come and heal his child. Ah, he didn’'t know Jesus! He needed no pressing. Jairus had but to tell his sorrow, and He
was ready at once; nay, | doubt not He had crossed the sea on purpose.

What the poor father felt as he hastened on towards his home with the Great Deliverer beside him, a father’s anxious heart alone can tell.
How glad he must have been! how grateful to Jesus for coming so readily! how anxiety and hope would in turns fill his soul, as he pressed on
through the thoughtless crowd which “thronged” his gracious Companion! But, alas! just when the hope of seeing his dear child once more
made well begins to cheer his drooping spirit, the terrible message comes, “Thy daughter is dead: why troublest thou the Master any



further?” How cruelly abrupt! What a heart that messenger must have had who could speak thus to a father, without a soothing word to
prepare him for the sudden blow! And | think you may see also, that although the man speaks with seeming respect of “the Master” (or
teacher), as he calls the Lord Jesus, there is secret contempt and opposition towards Him in his heart. It is as if he would say, “It's of no use to
bring Him any further; He can’t help you.” Poor Jew! he didn’t know Jesus, did he? He seems in such haste to hinder Jesus, if he can, from
coming to the house at all, that he utters his hard, cold message as abruptly as possible, quite unconscious, it appears, that he has stabbed
the poor father to the heart. Depend upon it, he had no liking for Jesus’ miracles of love and power. “But as soon as Jesus heard the word that
was spoken,” before the stricken father could well feel the crashing force of the message, or utter a cry of pain, His precious sympathy, like a
fountain welling over, is instantly in action. How beautiful is this! Quick to feel another’s woe, He anticipates the pang, and the ear, which had
hardly yet drunk in the meaning of that bitter news, hears the gentle, loving voice of Jesus say, “Be not afraid, only believe;” and so,
breathing words of comfort on his stricken heart, He goes with him to deliver.

Do you know what sympathy means? It means to feel with a person; not simply to feel for them, but so to enter into their sorrow or their joy
as to feel as they feel. Thus we read, “Weep WITH them that weep.” (Rom. 12:15.) You see, it doesn’t say merely, “Weep for those that
weep”— the hired mourners could do that (verse 38)— but “with them.” That is sympathy, and in the blessed Jesus you see it to perfection.
Now every believer, young and old, has “the Spirit of Christ” (Romans 8:9, 10), and therefore can sympathize (feel) with another if he will;
and if he does not, it is because that blessed Spirit is hindered or grieved. One may therefore well be sorry for a believer who shows little or
no sympathy for others. There is something wrong, you may rely upon it. How is it, dear reader, with you?

K.

The Christian Shepherd: 2000, Food in the House (5:41-43)

“And He took the damsel by the hand, and said unto her, Talitha cumi; which is, being interpreted, Damsel, | say unto thee, arise. And
straightway the damsel arose, and walked; for she was of the age of twelve years. ... He ... commanded that something should be given
her to eat” (Mark 5:41-43).

Jesus commanded that something should be given her to eat. Now, perhaps lack of food was partly the cause of her death—because she
hadn’t really been given food to eat. Perhaps the Word had been read to her in a mechanical way. But when the Lord restores her life, He
brings in the thought that her life should be sustained with food.

It is lovely, too, that there was food in that house, for the Lord wouldn’t have said what He said, if there were no food available. Many times
we have an abundance of food in the house, yet perhaps the children are spiritually starving. Could it be that we don’t take time to give them
this divine food?

Scripture Study, Scripture Study: Mark 5:24-43 (5:24-43)

MAR 5Verse 24. Jesus went with Jarius, but before He gets to Jarius' house another incident comes in: "And much people followed Him, and
thronged Him. And a certain woman, which had an issue of blood twelve years, and had suffered many things of many physicians, and had
spent all that she had, and was nothing bettered, but rather grew worse, when she heard of Jesus, came in the press behind, and touched His
garment. For she said, 'If | may touch but His clothes, | shall be whole.' And straightway the fountain of her blood was dried up; and she felt in
her body that she was healed of that plague.” Here is a case of need; a woman with no name, and no claim, except that He is the Savior and
she is a needy one, and she has faith in Him. How all this answers to the present time. Now, it is individual salvation, not national. We have
no claim as Gentiles but our need. No doctors can work improvement of our hopeless case. Only Jesus can do helpless sinners good. It must
be nothing short of personal faith in Christ that can meet our desperate case.'

Verses 30-34. "And Jesus, immediately knowing in Himself that virtue had gone out of Him, turned Him about in the press, and said, 'Who
touched my clothes?' And His disciples said unto Him, 'Thou seest the multitude thronging Thee, and sayest Thou, who touched Me?' And He
looked round about to see her that had done this thing. But the woman, fearing and trembling, knowing what was done in her, came and fell
down before Him, and told Him all the truth." She was healed; that was all she wanted, but that was not all He wanted. He wanted her to
know His love and grace, as well as His power to heal. He wanted her to know His heart, as well as His hand. And so He called her out in
confession before Him, so that He might speak to her His words of grace. "And He said unto her, 'Daughter, thy faith hath made thee whole;
go in peace, and be whole of thy plague.' " Is this not another likeness to the present time? In no other period of time was the Lord revealed
as now. He called her daughter. We are the children of God the Father; we are members of the body of Christ; we are sealed with the Holy
Ghost; blessings only known during this present time on earth, yet they will be ours for all eternity. Full assurance of faith; full assurance of
understanding; full assurance of hope, given to us now by His word and Spirit.

This story of the woman suddenly ends and the narrative returns to Jarius again, so when the Church is completed and taken on high to be
with the Lord, the prophetic clock will start again just where it left off, to complete Israel's story also. We must not look for the fulfillment of
prophecy during the period when the Lord is calling His bride out of the world.

Verses 35-43. "While He yet spake, there came from the ruler of the synagogue's house certain which said, 'Thy daughter is dead: Why
troublest thou the Master any further?' As soon as Jesus heard the word that was spoken, He saith unto the ruler of the synagogue, 'Be not
afraid, only believe.' " Here we see how He encourages the believing remnant of the Jews in the coming day, and will recognize them as those
who have not seen and yet have believed ( John 20:29). "And He suffered no man to follow Him, save Peter, and James, and John, the brother
of James; and He cometh to the house of the ruler of the synagogue, and seeth the tumult, and them that wept and wailed greatly. "Just as



the Jews do now at certain seasons, but they are just as ready to laugh the next moment. So when the Lord said, "Why make ye this ado, and
weep? the damsel is not dead, but sleepeth," they laughed Him to scorn. To Him she was but sleeping, awaiting the time when God's
promises to Israel would be fulfilled (Ezek. 36). "And He took the damsel by the hand, and said unto her, “Talitha cumi,' which is, damsel, |
say unto thee, "Arise.' And straightway the damsel arose, and walked, for she was of the age of twelve years. And they were astonished with
a great astonishment. And He charged them straightly that no man should know it; and commanded that something should be given her to
eat." So, when Israel is restored again, the Lord will see to it that she will be cared for. His covenant with them will be a covenant of grace.
His law will be written in their hearts, and their sins and iniquities will He remember no more (Heb. 8:10-12). But He does not speak to Jairus'
daughter as He spoke to the woman. Israel will be His earthly people, but the Church is His body and His bride; she will share His heavenly
glory (Eph. 5:25, 26, 27). May our souls enter into His love for us now.

(Continued from page 239.)

Scripture Study, Scripture Study: Mark 5:1-23 (5:1-23)

MAR 5In this chapter we have a picture of Israel's state and God's ways in grace. The man possessed of the devil is the delivered remnant,
while the swine taken possession of, is unbelieving Israel rushing on to their destruction. The Lord, cast out of the world, leaves the man
behind to testify for Him. Jairus continues the picture; he, the believing remnant, is concerned about his daughter, who lay at the point of
death. She pictures the Jewish hopes. Jesus goes to heal her; but on the way another picture comes in, that is, the present time-the Church
period-when individual faith gets the blessing; this is suited to the Gentile also. When He reaches Jairus' house, the daughter is dead, but the
Lord encourages Jairus with the words: "Be not afraid, only believe." She is dead to all but Jesus; then He raises her up and commands them
to feed her. This is His care over restored Israel. Let us draw some lessons from the chapter.

Verses 1-5. Here we find man under the power of Satan; his dwelling is among the dead, and no man can bind him with chains, he is
untameable, and he is miserable, night and day, crying, and cutting himself with stones. Try to improve the flesh, put it under restraint, all its
good resolutions are broken, all its goodness disappears, and it is the same at the end. None but the Lord can meet such a case. It is the
same with us all; in reality, there is no difference.

Verses 6-8. "But when he saw Jesus afar off, he ran and worshiped Him." Satan tries to hold on to his prey, but must yield to the, Son of God.
He said: "Come out of the man, thou unclean spirit."

Verses 9-13. The man is the mouthpiece of the demons; how terrible is his case; but there is a Deliverer. Satan's day with that man is over;
the demons do not want to be chained up in the bottomless pit. (See Luke 8:31.) The Lord allows them to enter the herd of swine-unclean
Israel in figure-they ran violently down a steep place into the sea and were choked in the sea. Israel's destruction.

Verses 14-17. "And they that fed the swine fled, and told it in the city, and in the country. And they went out to see what it was that was
done. And they come to Jesus, and see him that was possessed with the devil and had the legion, sitting, and clothed, and in his right mind."
What a change to that dear man; his unrest, his wretchedness, his nakedness are all gone, and there he sits in the presence of his Savior!
Were the people glad to see it? No, they were afraid; and when those who saw it, told how it came about, instead of worshiping the Savior,
they besought Him to go away out of their country. They had lost their swine, they loved their uncleanness, the pleasures of sin which are for
a season. The Lord is the cast out One now. The world seeth Him tic, more. He is the rejected One, cast out by the world.

Verse 18. "And when He was come into the ship, he that had been possessed with the devil prayed Him that he might be with Him." How nice
this is, how refreshing to the Lord's heart, that precious soul now delivered from Satan's power, wants His company. Is it so with us, beloved
children of God? Is Christ's presence the one desire of our hearts now? But it could not be yet, he was to remain where his Lord was cast out.
But his very desire to be with the Lord, showed he was the fit man to represent Him where He was cast out.

Verse 19. "Howbeit, Jesus suffered him not, but saith unto him, Go home to thy friends, and tell them how great things the Lord hath done for
thee, and hath had compassion on thee." Does the man do it?

Verse 20. "And he departed, and began to publish in Decapolis how great things Jesus had done for him: and all men did marvel." "As long as
I am in the world, | am the light of the world." (John 9:5.) Now, He is gone, we are to shine as lights in the world, holding forth the word of life.
(Phil. 2:15, 16.) May we be able to tell out to others what the Lord has done for us.

Verses 21-23. We find the Lord going on with His ministry. Jairus, a ruler of the synagogue, when he saw Him, fell at His feet, and besought
Him greatly, saying, "My little daughter lieth at the point of death: | pray Thee, come and lay hands on her, that she may be healed; and she
shall live." Jairus, a type of the believing remnant of the Jews, sees his daughter (in figure the hopes of the Jews) dying; he is much
concerned. Why should not the Lord, the true Messiah, set up His kingdom at once. The Lord goes with Him. He knew Israel would reject Him,
but He waits on them in longsuffering even after He is raised from the dead, giving them another offer (Acts 3), but instead of repenting and
receiving Him, they stone Stephen, declaring by it, "We will not have this Man to reign over us." (Luke 19:14.)

(To be Continued).

Echoes of Grace: 1980, Only a Touch! (5:25-34)

MARK 5:25-34



It was a sad case; to all appearance there was no help for her. Hopeless, and penniless, with no one to turn to in her last extremity,
SHE HEARD

of Jesus, the Great Physician, the Healer of sin-sick souls. Mixing faith with what she heard,

SHE CAME

to Jesus. Her desperate need brought her to Him, and putting faith into action,

SHE TOUCHED

His garment. Happy moment for the poor woman! She was in the personal company of Jesus, the only One who could possibly heal her body
and meet the deep need of her soul. In a moment of time a change had taken place;

SHE FELT
... she was healed. She knew and realized what was done in her.

"She came in fear and trembling before Him,—She knew her Lord had come; She felt that from Him virtue had healed her,—The mighty deed
was done.Oh! touch the hem of His garment,And thou, too, shalt be free;His saving power this very hour,Shall give new life to thee."

This is the way that the blessed Savior can meet the need of your precious soul. Not by any merit of your own can you obtain the salvation of
God; it must be your sense of need that brings you to Himself, there to find, not an accuser, but One who in very truth is

Gospel Papers, Touch of Faith, The: Mark 5:24-34 (5:24-34)

Oh, who is that among the throng,

Who so calmly walks alone,

Love resting in His face?

'Tis Christ the Lord, God's blessed Son,
Responding to the call of one

Who needs His healing grace.

One, too, there is amid that crowd,
Beneath the weight of suffering bow'd,
Unknown to all beside.

For twelve long years she bore her pain,
Spent all she had, could nothing gain,
Till Jesus she descried.

But when she sees Him drawing near,
How bounds her heart with hope and cheer,
Resolved the crowd to brave!

To touch that bless'd One's garment's hem
She knows is to “be whole;"-and then-
The touch of faith she gave.
Immediately her pains depart,

What joy, what comfort fills her heart!
She would not have it known |

She little thought that feeble touch

Had cheer'd her Savior's heart as much



As it had heal'd her own.

He felt the virtue flowing o'er

That He was trusted, which was more
Than aught she e'er could do.

And can He let the heal'd one go
Without a word or look to show

That He had loved her too?

He will not heed the callous press,

He longs to hear her lips confess

The secret of her soul.

To tell Him is to get release,

Lord Jesus! Thou art still the same

As when that lowly woman came

To have her pain removed.

Since Thou ascendedst to Thy throne,
How many a heart, unseen, unknown,
Thy healing power has proved!

Yes! now the streams of virtue flow
Unhinder'd, for our sin and woe-

Has all been borne by Thee.

God's glory in Thy face doth shine,
While righteousness and grace combine
To set the suff'rer free.

The feeblest look of faith on Thee
Secures salvation full and free,

And gives Thee joy and cheer,

As much in glory bright above,

As in Thy walk of lowly love,

The " Man of Sorrows " here.

The Remembrancer: 1904, Manifestation (4:1-34)

God, sooner or later, will have all manifested, all things and all persons. Again and again, this is declared. This thought, | may say, pervades
Scripture.

So will He have His own grace in the operations of His Spirit manifested.
In the parable of the sower different soils had been disclosed. The one seed, the same in each soil, was the occasion of this.

The good soil had been made good by the husbandry of God, or the hidden visitation of the Spirit. It would not have been good otherwise. But
having been thus visited by God, it must be fruitful, because of this principle that God will have His operations manifested. He never lights a
candle to put it under a bushel.

This is further taught in the parable that follows, "the seed which grows secretly."



For there, the earth is declared to bear fruit fit for the sower “of itself." That is the point in the parable. God has tilled that soil, and it must
therefore be fruitful.

And on the authority of this great truth, that all is to be manifested, the Lord warns us to take heed to the heart, for all in our history depends
on that (vs. 24, 25). And the parable of " the mustard seed " appears to enforce that warning. The evil soil of the heart is betrayed and
convicted. That which yields luxurient entertainment for the unclean grows naturally there.1

Thus, there is a great manifestation through the preaching of the gospel. Christendom becomes a field of wide and varied observation. Within
it, there is ground visited and tilled by the Spirit, and fruit is yielded to the divine sower; and within it also there is the native ground of the
human heart, and fruit in luxuriant abundance is yielded to the unclean.

By and bye, however, complete manifestation will be made, and all this constitutes truth of a solemn character. The secrets of the heart shall
be all declared. God “will judge the world in righteousness by that Man whom He has ordained." All must be manifested before the
judgment-seat of Christ. This is one holy serious truth connected with this, and which may well persuade us even now to be upright and
truthful in our ways.

And there is another. If our ways are by and bye to be all manifested, and the very counsels of the heart declared, if there be nothing in us
now that is not then to come abroad, so God's operations declare them selves. If He convert a soul or visit a heart, making good the soil in
any of us, we may be sure that such operation is ordained to to show itself. His tilled ground shall bear fruit “of itself." If no fruit appear, the
fact, of the Spirit's hidden husbandry may be denied. On the ground of this great truth that all is to be manifested, the Lord exposes the folly
of hypocrisy (Luke 12:1, 2).

The apostle, in his ministry, behaved himself in the faith of it (2 Cor. 4:5). The great white throne with the opened books Will at last vindicate
it and illustrate it ( Rev. 20.).

The Remembrancer: 1892, Word Precious Above Everything, or an Offense, The (4:16-17)

AR 4:17{Note, how vital root is—secret life. If the word has given life, only the word can satisfy it. The rain which cometh oft upon it will be
relished. And needed, too, for as there is no power of life in the heart, so there is no source of nourishment if life exists.

But if | have got divine life through the word, it will be everything to me. If | have found my, joy in God's word, persecution or affliction,
because of it, will make me cling to it the closer. Persecution, in such a case, would merely come to rob me of my treasure. But if the word
has never separated me from myself, by the gift of a. new eternal life in Christ, then if trouble comes for the word, | shall give it up to keep
myself—my life.

Sound Words: 1878, Mark 4:21-25 (4:21-25)

AR 4:21-25{THE seed which fell on good ground brought forth fruit in different proportions. We see the activity of grace in the heart, because
it grows and bears fruit, and keeps on growing. He who has truly received the word in the heart is fitted to communicate it to others. He may
not have the gift of preaching, but he loves the truth, he loves souls, he loves the Savior, and the light which has been lit in his heart is to
light all around him. He too sows according to his strength, and is responsible to do so. All will be manifested, faithfulness and unfaithfulness,
with regard to this, as in everything else. God sends light into the heart in order to give it to others, and not to hide it. We shall receive more,
if we are faithful in communicating what we possess; and, if there is love in us, this cannot fail. Truth and love both came in Christ, and unless
the heart be full of Christ, the truth will not be manifested. If the heart be full of other things, or of itself, Christ cannot be manifested. If
Christ—truth and love-be in the heart, the truth will shine out for the blessing of others, and we ourselves shall be blessed, and more will be
given to us; and there will be liberty and joy in the sod:), That which he already possesses will be taken way from the man who does not let
others profit by the light he has. J. N. D,

Food for the Flock: Volume 9, Three Parables of Mark 4, The (4:14-41)

AR 4:14-41 {IT is difficult to understand clearly the structure, of this passage without referring to the corresponding one in Matt. 13, which
furnishes: an explanation to it. | may indeed say, they whole gospel of. Matthew furnishes, in some respects, a key to the other gospels.
Matthew gives dispensational truth, dealing with facts which are more readily, laid hold of by us than principles of truth, but which are
necessary to, the right intelligence of these principles.

In Matthew the kingdom is habitually called' " the kingdom of heaven "-an expression which is peculiar to that Gospel. It presents to us the
sphere in which the authority and government of God are known. Christ is the One who exercises it as Son of man; as we read in Dan. 7 "I
saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like-.the Son of man came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and they
brought him near before him. And there whs given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom,1

that all people nations, and languages, should serve him his dominion is an everlasting do: minion, which shall not pass away, and his
kingdom that which shall not be destroyed." The moment He comes before the Ancient of days all the power is given to Him.



In this passage we see the place where the dominion and glory is given to the Son of man; and consequently get a further detail as to how
the eighth Psalm is accomplished. But the great point is that He who stands before the Ancient of days is. " One like unto the Son of man," as
it is stated in the Psalm: " What is man, that thou art mindful of him? and the son of man, that thou visitest him? For thou hast made him a
little lower than the angels, and hast crowned him with glory and honor. Thou madest him to have dominion over the works of thy hands;
thou hast put all things under his feet." It is to man not angels that the " world to come " is subjected. This is what the apostle insists on in
Hebrews, when quoting this passage from the Psalm; and he adds: " But we see Jesus, who was, made a little lower than the angels for the
suffering of death, crowned with glory and honor: that he by the grace of God should' taste death for every man... For verily he took not on
him the nature of angels; but he took on him the seed of Abraham." (Heb. 2:9,16.)

The truth as to this coming time of blessing, foretold all through the Old Testament, is, that the seed of the woman, the seed of Abraham, the
seed of David, the One whom all the prophecies speak of, and in whom all the promises center, that One is a Man. He has not taken up
angels; and God does not subject Messiah's kingdom to angels at all. It is put under the power of man, in His person-the " Son of man:" " Thou
hast put all things under his feet."

Now we come to another point. The moment lie enters into this place of power as man, the kingdom of heaven really begins. It is, as far as
we are concerned, in mystery and patience surely; but the power is given to Him, though He has not as yet taken possession of His " world
kingdom," according to the expression of Rev. 11:15.2 But as He says in the end of Matthew: "All power is given unto me in heaven and
earth. Go ye therefore and teach all nations." Indeed how else could they? He had sent them forth " as sheep among wolves." As such what
prospect could be before them but to be eaten up: killed all the day long, accounted as sheep for the slaughter "? If He had not all power in
His bands, how could they now go forth to preach? But there is power given to His servants to go forth, and that because HE is in the place of
power, as we find it indeed clearly indicated, in accordance with the general character of the Gospel of Matthew.

Another passage which will help to make this clear is the parable of the nobleman in Luke 19 Jesus was just entering into the city, at the end
of the journey which according to the structure of the gospel begins in chapter 9.; when He comes down from the mount of transfiguration.
He was on the mountain with the two " men" who appeared with Him in glory-Moses and Elias, and who " spoke with him of his decease
which he should accomplish at Jerusalem." He comes down from that Mountain with His face " steadfastly set to go to Jerusalem," and telling
His disciples that what He was going to there was the cross.

They did not understand His words, and were afraid to ask Him their meaning. We find in the Gospels that He spoke of it to them four times at
least. But they did not understand. And when He arrived at Jerusalem, they thought, as we read in chapter 19., " that the kingdom of God
would immediately appear." So He " added and spoke the parable " referred to above. " A certain nobleman went into a far country to receive
for himself a kingdom, and to return. And he called his ten 'servants, and delivered them ten.

pounds, and said unto them, Occupy till | come."

Now this shows what Christianity is. Christ has gone into " the far country to receive the kingdom: for it is given in heaven to the Son of-man,
as Dan. 7 shows. He has gone up as Man to receive it, and now we are waiting for His promised return. " Occupy till | come " is His word to us;
it is our sole business now. Knowing-that He is gone up there to receive the kingdom; our privilege is to be waiting for Him, and occupied
meanwhile especially with that part of the kingdom which is nearest to God; that is the heavenly side. So in chapter xii the Lord warns us
against being careful about things here, as food and raiment. We are not to be of a doubtful mind, for, He says, " it is your Father's good
pleasure to give you the kingdom." Surely then He will care about the small temporal needs of His children, for whom He has prepared such
glory. We are to seek " His kingdom," and all the needed things of this life will be " added " to us. The very smallest thing possible He knows
you have need of, He makes His care. What He-desires for you is that you should be occupied with things above, having an unfailing treasure
in the heavens, the place to which the Lord is gone. This, too, gives a deepening value for our souls to the expression " the kingdom of
heaven."

(*So it should be read in Luke, and not " kingdom of God," as in Matthew. Here it is the Father's.)

But let us glance at Matt. 13 There are' in it seven parables, six of which relate to the kingdom of heaven. The first one, that of the " sower,"
is introductory, and unfolds the principle on which the Lord is now acting. Then three parables, spoken to the multitude, furnish a view of the
kingdom seen in its external character the last three lift the veil to show us what is internal, unseen by the world and unknown to those who
do not know Christ. These three are spoken in the house privately, to the disciples, when the Lord gives them the explanation of the parable
of the tares.

Let us look, then, for a moment at this introductory parable in the order in which it is given in Matthew and Mark. On the face of it, we
see-that the Lord is not now seeking fruit from this world. Man is no longer looked at in his responsibility to bring forth fruit to God. This had:
been the case under law, and it was, continued too, whilst the Lord was upon earth, as is shown, by the parable of the fig-tree in

Luke 13:6-9,, and again by His cursing the fig-tree that brought forth nothing but leaves. And so, in. John, He says: " If | had not come and
spoken to them, they had not had sin, but now they have no cloak for their sin." As a matter of fact the trial of 'man went on up to the cross;
but here the Lord spews that He is introducing a new principle, a new way of dealing with man. It is no longer man under probation, but He
Himself brings into this world what is divine and absolutely perfect: He "SOWS" in it the WORD OF GOP; and this is what is to bring forth fruit
for God. The Sower is Christ Himself. Thus both the Sower and the seed sown are perfect, -divine, infinite. And, being sown, the seed remains
in its own divine perfection.

As the parable is explained in Mark 4:14-20 one is struck by the way in which, as compared with the other Gospels, the word " sow
characterizes the whole passage in Mark. It is peculiar to this gospel. In verse 14 we read: "' THE SOWER SOWETH the word." The thought of
sowing is given doubly in this verse. It is His own personal work, and- the seed, too, is divine; but this latter is more the point of the -parable
in Luke. (See Luke 8:11.)3

Then He goes on to speak of the four classes of hearers. It is remarkable to find the word “sown" introduced in verse 15, for the seed was
eaten up by the birds. But the way it is stated allows for the strict truth as to this; "those by -the way-side where the word is sown;" thus



leaving the direct effect produced indefinite, while the point of the parable is maintained in its integrity, as Mark does all through,
insisting-upon the work of "the sower." So the word is repeated in the end of the verse: ". the word sown in their hearts." It assumes, indeed,
in Mark an importance it has not in the other Gospels, not only from its being repeated in the description of each succeeding class (vers. 16,
18,. 20), so that the verb is found six times in verses-14-20, but also in the two succeeding parables, the same prominent idea is kept before
us. See verses 26, 31, 32. It is the divine work of Him who has come as the Servant-Prophet into this-world, and prepares here for God, by the
word, a living testimony to the truth. Over and over-again this word "sown " is repeated; it is the important part of the truth in these three
parables. It is no longer God testing man, coming down to see what good He can get out of the world, but it-is God in grace bringing into the
world that which, can and does bring forth fruit for Himself, though in different degrees certainly. In Mark it is precious to find that the
measure of this fruit-bearing gets ever higher and higher, until it reaches" an hundred-fold." The Lord's heart cannot rest, satisfied until God
has His full desired portion.

In this Gospel also we have another characteristic word: " straightway," or, " immediately." It is not lacking in this parable, and very solemn it
is in verse 15 " Satan cometh immediately, and taketh away the word that was Sown in their hearts." The activity of the 'enemy in evil comes
out in marked contrast with the unceasing, unwearying energy of God's holy Servant. But more: in verse 16, " they receive the word
immediately with gladness." But does that necessarily give hope for the apparently willing hearer? Alas! it only serves to make more evident
man's inefficiency and weakness; such persons are as "' immediately offended " as they had quickly received, being unable to endure
affliction or persecution arising for the word's sake.

The third class is that which was sown among thorns; in this case " the cares of this world, and -the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of
other Things entering in," choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful. This latter is another remarkable expression. It does not say the things
that are already there; it is other things that keep entering in: it implies an unceasing activity of the enemy to destroy the effect of God's
word in-the soul, thus demanding, on our part, continued -watchfulness, that we may not be entrapped.

The Sower sows the seed. If it had been merely doing good for—people, nothing could have been got out of them by that. The Lord 'did not
commit himself " to those whose 'intelligences were convinced by the evidence of His power in the miracles which He did, but whose
consciences were unreached by the word. (John 2:23-25.) When seed is sown it is another matter. The sower expects to reap fruit from it in
the place where he sowed it. You may leave your garden without sowing anything in it at all, and in that case you could not look to get
anything but weeds out of it; but if you want it to bring forth fruit, you will sow it with the seeds of what you wish it to produce. So Christ has
come down here to sow seed for God. And the seed sown brings forth fruit, though indeed in different measures. In some cases there is
comparatively little fruit; the yield is but thirty-fold; yet He does not pass it by unnoticed, because it is little, though he goes on to say that
there is that which does bring forth More: there is the sixty-fold. And, further still, for He cannot rest short of what answers to the delight of
God's heart, there is the full measure-" the hundred-fold." May it be so with us through His mercy, as our hearts dwell in His love!

In considering the two following parables we must go back for a moment to Matt. 13, which presents six parables relating to the kingdom.

There are first, as we have seen, the three which refer to what is outward in the kingdom -its aspect in this world. The first of these is the
parable of the tares, where the enemy seeks to spoil the fruit-bearing of the field by sowing other seed amongst that sown by the Son of
man. The Lord gives no remedy for such a state of things: the servants are to leave it all as it is, letting both grow together to the harvest,
because they are not competent to judge of what,..should be rooted up and what left. The judgment, when it comes, is committed to other
hands.

Next, the Lord speaks of the great tree grown from " the least of all seeds." The kingdom of heaven, which had so small a beginning,
becomes, a great power in the world, so that the birds of the air-unclean thing such as those emissaries of Satan who caught away the seed
that fell by the way side-come and " lodge in the branches thereof."

And, lastly, we are told of the leaven " hid in three measures of meal, till the, whole, was leavened." The whole 'thing becomes corrupted in
man's hand: it is Christendom as man has made it by adulterating christian doctrine. The Lord does not there say what He will do with it, but
He indicates what has taken place.

Thus far we have the outward public aspect of the kingdom. Then, in the secret of the house,, the Lord gives His disciples those two beautiful
parables of the treasure found in the field and the pearl of great price.. We know what the field is the Lord had explained it before, in
connection with the tares; it is the world. And we know the One who found the treasure in it-the only One who could see it and who had
anything to sell so that he might buy it. Angels looked down upon a scene of moral degradation here, growing darker and darker as the years
rolled, by. What treasure could they see in I1t? What could they -do to remedy it, though they might wonder at the grace that bore with it so
long? But there was One who looked, on it and saw in the world a treasure that would serve to set forth the glory of God. And He hid it. So at
the beginning of His ministry He tells His disciples two things. He says, " Ye are the salt of the earth," and "'Ye are the light of the world." The
" salt " answered in a way to His hiding the treasure. Christians are the salt of the earth. It is for their sake the world is preserved from
imminent destruction. So in Peter, " we are to count the long-suffering of God as salvation." Hence, too, our responsibility, as in 1 Tim. 2, to
pray for the powers of the world, " that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty," that this world may be kept
going on by God's power, the progress of evil restrained, and the governments, though they know it not, overruled so that we may be left to
serve Him in quietness, and that His word may have free course and be glorified.

On the other hand, the responsibility of Christians is that there should be a light on God's behalf, a living testimony for Him, in the world. The
former truth is more brought out in ' Matthew; the latter in Mark, see chap. 4:21-25.

The next parable, that of the pearl, goes deeper, bringing out what is more personal to Christ. It is no longer the field bought for the sake of
the treasure, but the pearl itself, in its moral beauty, is the object of His research and desire. It is the church; but we find here, | believe, a
divine principle, which | do not think we ought to limit so as to apply it only to the church. The principle holds in the case of an individual soul,
and so indeed as applied to. Christians generally, viewed as children walking before the Father. The apostle says in Galatians: "He loved me,
and gave himself for me;" in Ephesians " Christ loved us, and gave himself for us;" and so, too, we read in Revelation: "Unto him that loved
us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood;" and again in Eph. 5 we find: " Christ loved the church, and gave himself for it." It is the



divine principle of His love that we get in the pearl, though our hearts know that the beauty He sees in it is the fruit of His own toil. Was ever
love like this?

The last parable in Matt. 13 spews us the work of the servants, the fishermen instructed in the Master's mind and ways in view of that. Which
He is now doing in grace in this world.

To resume then, we have seen in these six parables Of the kingdom of heaven in Matthew 13 its upward and inward aspect; the latter
affording us a precious insight into the Lord's thoughts and blessed work. The two parables in Mark 4 give us the same two aspects, though in
the inverse order: they are the two things that our hearts have to learn, in order that we may walk through this world in wisdom and grace, in
a way worthy of Him.

But before speaking of them | would say just A Sword as to the difference of the two Gospels. Matthew presents the King, Messiah, the
Anointed 'One who is to reign. Mark gives the perfect ,Servant, the living Word, He who came to do God's will, and who, on entering into His
service on earth is introduced in the first verse of the 'Gospel as " the Son of God;" for, if He is to be the Servant, it is as Son of God. Thus we
too have to learn the qualification for service: there is none now apart from sonship. So it is, " The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the
Son of -God." And we find Him all through the Gospel as the perfect Servant-Prophet declaring God's mind, and carrying out His will in this
world.

We cannot now go into the details; but we find Him in chapter 3 joining others to Himself in this service; we read: " He ordained twelve, that
they should be with him, and that he might send them forth to preach." In Matthew, as we have seen, all power being now given to Him in
-leaven and earth, He sends them forth to all nations. And then in John: " As my Father hath sent me, even so send | you;" which implies the
Sonship. Both sides of the truth are united in His person in the Gospel of Mark. When at the end of the Gospel He ascends to heaven, He
leaves the testimony in the world, giving power to His word, which always goes out through His, servants, as we read in the last verse: " And
they went forth, and preached everywhere, the Lord working with them, and confirming the word with signs following."

They preach everywhere. What had they been called for? That they might be " sent forth, to preach." But there was a needed preparation for
this service, in the place which He gave them, near to His own blessed person. " He ordained them that they might be with Him." Then, when
He sends them forth, He works with them.. How could they preach unless they knew His mind? We have to learn that it is our joy and
blessing, through His grace, to be able to present, His truth according to His mind. And to do this we must be habitually with Him in spirit,
dwelling with Him, and learning of Him.

These considerations will, | trust, help us to seize the special character of the two parables of the kingdom of God in Mark. The first one,
following after that of the sower, gives us again the sowing of the seed, the bringing in of the divine word. We know who this " man" is, this "
sower" who cast seed into the ground." There is only one. He sloes not say there are many sower’s. It is the Lord.

The parable continues: "And should sleep, and rise night and day, and the seed should spring and grow up, he knoweth not how. For the
‘earth bringeth forth fruit of herself; first the blade, then the ear; after that, the full corn in the ear. But when the fruit is brought forth,
immediately he putteth in the sickle, because the harvest is come." Mark again the word " immediately." During all the progress of growth
what is he waiting for? When the farmer has cast the seed into the ground he has abandoned it all to the soil. He has it no longer in his
granary; it is no longer in his power; he cannot set his eyes on it; it is gone. It is of no use his going to look at the ground in which it lies; it is
of;, no use his rooting it up as children do sometimes to see if it is growing. He can only leave it alone; he cannot help it in any way: " The
earth bringeth forth fruit of itself." He cannot help it to grow; if the rain does not fall, he cannot make it sprout; if the sun does not shine, he
cannot make it ripen. From the moment he has cast the grain into the ground he has practically given it over into God's hands; he has his
daily occupation elsewhere, and as he sleeps and rises night and day, the time passes while he waits-waits for the harvest day. Then he has
again work to do in his field: "immediately he puts in the sickle."

And that is what the Lord is doing now, He has sown the seed, but does not interfere in any active, outwardly apparent way; He is leaving it to
grow: " The earth bringeth forth fruit of itself." And this is applicable in principle to the individual soul as well as to the entire church, as
indeed we saw in considering the parable of the pearl in Matthew. If it is the individual, the " harvest " is the completion of divine work in the
soul in God's school while passing it through this world: when ripe, He puts in the sickle and takes the soul home to Himself. If it is the church,
He is waiting until the last one is called in and then He will come to take all His redeemed home to Himself in glory. He is waiting for the
harvest-day-that day when He will present to " himself a glorious church, not having-spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing."

And what are you and | looking on to, beloved friends? Are we waiting for that harvest-day?' Do we so realize in our souls " the kingdom of
God" as to have it before us in this aspect of the carrying out to the end of God's will in. His ways with His own, whether individually
or-collectively, and that for the glory of Christ and: the delight of His heart, that He may see of the travail of His soul and be satisfied? Is it
this-which is occupying us, giving us courage to go, on serving Him, and making us to abound in joy in the Holy Ghost? The more we think of
it,, the more we shall find it comes into all the details of our daily life. Christ is waiting for the harvest; He will not be satisfied till it comes.-In
Thessalonians we get the very same thought " The Lord direct your hearts into the love of God, and into the patience of Christ." Just what-,
we find indeed in this chapter of Mark. His, love is shown to men. Before ever the world was His " delights were with the sons of men." It is-,
not said to have been with the angels. It is with men; amongst them, He came to live and die amongst them, in this earth, He has sown
the-precious divine seed. The " love of God" is manifested in sending His only begotten Son into the world. (John 3) And the "patience of
Christ shines out in His waiting for the harvest day. (See 2 Thess. 3:5.)

In the next parable-that of the grain of mustard-seed-we have the outward aspect of the kingdom of God as in Matt. 13:31,32,, only that here
stress is laid again by repetition on the word " sown." It is as the insignificant seed, which " when it is sown in the earth is less than all the
seeds that be in the earth: but when it is sown, it groweth up, and becometh greater' than all herbs, and shooteth out great branches;4 so
that the fowls of the air may lodge under the, shadow of it." That is what the kingdom of God has become in its external aspect. Principles
and agents of evil find a convenient home in -it; they "lodge under the shadow of it." It shoots out " great branches;" there is plenty of -room
and convenience for lodging in it. He does not say that the tree is going to be cut down, or its branches lopped off, or that the birds are to be
driven out, but he states a fact that all must admit who have eyes to see and hearts to understand. This great power is in the world both for



good and evil; it is full of confusion and corruption; yet we are not told to expect that things will get brighter or become better. What have we
then for our hearts to rest in? Is it not the blessed certainty that He is waiting for the harvest day, and that then His heart will be satisfied in
having around Him forever through eternity -all those who have been "brought forth" by His word to the Father's glory?

The end of, the chapter furnishes a practical comment on these two parables. The Lord is seen with His disciples in the ship launched -forth
amid troublous waters: " And the same day, when the even was come, he saith unto -them, Let us pass over unto the other side. And when
they had sent away the multitude, they took him even as he was in the ship: and there were also with him other little ships. And there arose a
great storm of wind, and the waves beat into the ship, so that it was now full." There they are amid all the confusion of the tempest; -the
waves breaking over them, Satan striving to destroy the testimony. And where was He? Look at this picture of peaceful calm in such a, scene!
The One who " had nowhere to lay his head" had found a resting-place in the midst of the raging storm: " He was in the hinder part of the
ship, asleep on a pillow." He was taking no outwardly active part in the management of the ship. He was truly with them, as a matter of-fact,
and they all knew it; but Her seemed to see nothing that was going on, nor to know it; He said nothing to still the wind, nor was He disturbed
by the boisterous waves; yet they saw-the water were filling the ship, while He, in the hinder part of it, was asleep, taking no apparent notice
of the dangers around.

And what were they doing? Had they not already forgotten the parable of the seed cast into the ground? " They awake him, and say to him
Master, carest thou not that we perish?" Just think of what these words imply! " Carest thou not!" It was impugning His thoughts of love for
them; it was making nothing of all their experience of His care and affection. But more: it betrays their utter want of trust in Him, their
practical insensibility to His being with them, If you were to read this part of the history to, one who did not know the passage, leaving out the
first part of verse 38, and were to ask him', Where was the Lord at this time? the natural answer would be: Oh, of course, He was in heaven,
and they were offering up a prayer to. Him there; they speak as if they we're apart from Him altogether. But He rises at their request,
rebukes the wind, and says to the sea -" Peace, be still." And the wind ceased, and -there was a great calm. And then He says to them: " Why
are ye so fearful? How is it that ye have no faith?" In Matthew He says, " little faith;" here it/is, "no faith." Did not His words burn into their
hearts, making their consciences say, on His behalf: You have doubted my love; you have doubted that | was " caring" for you; you have
thought that, somehow or another, you would go down, and that | should leave you to go down-leave you to " perish." Was that all 7-the
practical result to '‘them of having been " ordained to be with him," that He might send them forth to preach? Alas, what hearts are ours! How
slow to receive, how ready to let slip, -the sense of His perfect' love!

And when He had done it, did 'they say, Well,.(this is just what we might have expected? No strange to say, "They feared 'exceedingly, and
said one to another, What manner of man is -this?" There is no communion here. If there had been communion with Him, would they not have
found in Himself an all-sufficient reason for feeling perfectly safe, and sheltered from the enemy's power? Could their trouble have another
result than in a fresh miracle, skewing them again the might of His power, and the activity of His love? Would not their hearts have at least
taken the cue from the unruffled calm in which He was sleeping? The raging billows were no hindrance to His finding a little moment of rest
from His active service. And in what a scene! ' Every human heart was filled with turmoil and fear of death; He was at rest, enjoying peaceful
sleep; and He was with them. Should not His presence have been sufficient for them?

I am convinced that we shall find more and more, through grace, that this blessed fact of the Lord's presence with His own is to be the
starting-point for our souls in everything. If it is a question of the church, He says: " Where two or three are gathered together in my name,
there am | in the midst of them." Supposing that an assembly is professedly and truly gathered to His name (I do not, of course speak of any
manifested evil there, or suppose it), am | to find out, first, what its moral condition is, in order to know whether, the Lord may be there? That
would be to act as did the disciples. Satan's power may be, and is, displayed against it; the ship may be full of water; but | am to start with
the fact that He is there. That will produce individual exercise of heart and conscience, that everything is in me, of me, and about me, may be
characterized by that presence. It is to be the starting-point of all my thoughts.

There we shall find the needed balance for our souls as we go through this world. Impossible it is, surely, for mere man to pass safely through
it, with such an enemy as Satan in constant activity, going about, seeking whom he may devour.. But the presence of the Lord with His own
changes everything. What is impossible for man is possible with God;5 and so we may fearlessly meet every difficulty, knowing that the Lord
is with us, and that the storm is just the occasion for the manifestation of His active grace.

Thus may we not lose courage; thus may our hearts rest in the blessed certainty that God is carrying out His own work of grace, both
individually and collectively, and that Christ is waiting for His harvest-day-the day when His heart will be satisfied in the perfect blessing of
His own-satisfied in the delight of Him who works all things after the counsel of His own will, who " rests in his love," and who, when all is
finished,, ushers us, too, into His rest-" the rest which remaineth for the people of God.".

(W. ). L)

Courtesy of BibleTruthPublishers.com. Most likely this text has not been proofread. Any suggestions for spelling or punctuation corrections
would be warmly received. Please email them to: BTPmail@bibletruthpublishers.com.

Bible Treasury: Volume 6, Mark 4:14-29, On (4:14-29)

As the Gospel of Mark gives us the character of the Lord Jesus as the servant of God, so likewise do we find the service of Christ coming out in
a most remarkable way. For in every act the divine glory of Christ stands out in virtue of and by His service, and not merely by miracles,
though that is true in its place. But if Jesus takes the form of a servant, there must be the divine power for the accomplishment of the service.
If it be the mere healing of the body, if Jairus’ daughter is to be raised, divine power must be there to do it. He had to make good the word of
God spoken in Ex. 15:26, “l am the Lord that healeth thee;” and this could not be done but by divine power. He is content to be as the
servant; but if He is God’s servant, there must be this power of God, though with the entire abrogation of self. So He said “I do always those
things that please him.” But no act of His service could be accomplished without this divine power; for if sins are to be forgiven, “who can



forgive sins but God only?” and He, the Son of man, forgave their sins. “Thy sins be forgiven thee; go in peace.” Thus all through His service
we see the divine glory brought out.

Then another thing appears, which is, that when He ascended up on high He transferred the same spirit and power of service to His disciples,
and so to us, by the indwelling of the Holy Ghost. When the Lord was down here, He took the place of a sower in connection with others: for
He is not now seeking fruit in the Jewish vineyard and finding none; He had set it aside for the present, as the “degenerate plant of a strange
vine,” and had now come to sow that seed which had not before been brought to the earth. He came to produce fruit where there was none.
He is not yet come to reap: that will be when He comes again, as the parable expresses it, “As if a man should east seed into the ground; and
should sleep, and rise night and day, and the seed should spring and grow up, he knoweth not how.... But when the fruit is brought forth,
immediately he putteth in the sickle, because the harvest is come.”

There are three things in this chapter; and, first, the full responsibility of the effect of what we bear. “Take heed what ye hear: with what
measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you.” This shows that the result of your hearing puts you in the place of testimony. Therefore,
“take heed what ye hear: for with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you.” | am looking for whatever you have received to come
out again, and, according to the kind of reception the truth has met with in our souls, will there be the fruit produced, some thirty, some sixty,
and some an hundred fold.

Then, secondly, between the time of His sowing and His coming again to reap, the seed is springing and growing up, “he knoweth not how.”
The Lord is apparently inattentive to the whole thing. During all the toil and exercise of heart accompanying the service the Lord is
apparently unconscious. Tares spring up among the wheat without His taking any notice or interfering at all, leaving it all to the exercise of
faith in the laborers, while He, in one sense, is doing nothing. Thus when they were crossing the sea, they get into trouble by reason of a
storm that came against them; and while they were toiling against it, He was fast asleep on a pillow in the binder part of the ship. They had
also trial in another way—that He could suffer them to be in danger and apparently take no notice. “They awoke him and say unto him,
Master, rarest thou not that we perish?” They were in the same ship with Christ: therefore nothing could be more safe; but they had lost sight
of the glory of His person, and thought they were going to perish, thus connecting the circumstances with themselves and not with God. But
with Christ in the ship they were as safe in the storm as in the calm. In the next chapter, where the man who had the legion cast out of him
“prayed Jesus that he might be with him, howbeit Jesus suffered him not, but saith unto him, Go home to thy friends, and tell them what
great things the Lord hath done for thee.” He desired to be at rest with Jesus; but the Lord said, No: you must go back to be a witness of
grace in a world that has turned Jesus out.

Then, thirdly, now that we have the apparent absence of the person of Jesus, but not as to grace (that is always and everywhere present), we
have to walk by faith and not by sight. The word of God now takes the place of Christ’s personal presence: as it is the word of God that can
alone give us the mind of God. Of course, the Spirit is needed to apply it. And this it is that makes us responsible for the truth we hear,
though, of course, we can do nothing without grace. A light is not put under a bushel but in a candlestick, that it may give light around: and |
have put you as a light, that you may give out the light. Or why have | lit up the light in you, but that you may give out the light | have lit?
“God hath shined in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.” And as there is nothing hid
that shall not be manifested, God is now looking for the outshining of that out of our hearts, which He hath shined in. This is the way that God
works. He first puts a word in our hearts that we may bring it out again. If God has lit up a light in my soul, it is that it may shine out to all
around; and if not, why does it not? Ah! there is some hindrance within, some hidden lust in the heart that dims the light; and if | do not
search it out at once and judge it before the Lord, that He may put it away, | shall, sooner or later, fall into some open sin; then discipline will
bring it out manifestly. It is as much as to say, If the light | have lit up in you is not shining out, | will bring out that which hinders it. “Judge
yourselves that ye be not judged of the Lord.” “For there is nothing hid which shall not be manifested; neither anything kept secret, but that
it should come abroad.” But here it is meant in reference to the truth, no doubt. Supposing the Church has failed, well, the things by which it
has failed will be brought out to light. All God’s counsels of glory He has entrusted to the Church. “Ye are not straitened in us, but ye are
straitened in your own bowels” through unfaithfulness; for with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you again. If you only mete
out a scanty measure, a scanty measure will be meted to you in return. “For he that hath, to him shall be given.” What you have received you
are to give out, that you may get more. When Christ comes again, He comes to reap the harvest of everything He has sown. Then during this
interval of the Lord’s sowing and reaping, while the seed is springing up, He knoweth not how—that is to say, while He is apparently absent
from us, not interfering in all our trials and conflicts—yet we have this on which to stay our souls, that we are in the same vessel with Himself;
and, however much the ship may be tossed about by the storms and waves of the devil’s raising, while we have Him in the vessel, we are as
safe in the storm as in the calm.

Next, we have two things brought out here—the grace of God and the light of life; and whether it be one, two, or twenty talents we have
received by way of gift, the reception of the grace of God into our souls will make us tell out the truth as it is in Jesus. And as Jesus, when
here, was the light of the world, so (having lit up this light of life in our souls) He is looking for us to be light-bearers in the midst of this dark
world where He has left us (like the poor man out of whom the legion was cast), that “our light so shine before men, that they seeing our
good works may glorify our Father which is in heaven.” Then how great is our responsibility as to our hearing! (“Take heed what ye hear;” “To
him that hath shall be given”) that in hearing of God’s grace, we may possess it in the knowledge of what God is. And, when hearing of Christ,
our souls should realize all of Christ—to hear, seize hold of it in all its power; and hearing, also have it, and be it, even the light as it is in
Christ. And that will make manifest everything that is contrary to it; for we only want the light of Christ to make manifest all that is Babylonish
or Egyptian.

“Take heed how ye hear.” As far as our flesh is not mortified, we shall not possess the truth: and only so far as our flesh is mortified, can we
possess the truth. And to the same extent as the flesh is continually judged and kept down, will our “loins be girt about with truth,” because
the flesh cannot receive the truth. And when we really possess the truth in our souls, it judges ourselves and all that it finds within first, and
then shines out.

May all that we have heard, and our hearing of Christ, thus be manifested by us to the praise of His glory!

Girdle of Truth: Volume 7, Kingdom of God, The (4:26-41)



Mark 4:26 to 5:20

There is nothing more striking in the word of God, as showing its divine authorship, than that, when rend with diligence and care, there
should be constantly rising up to view some fresh proof, some new and striking feature, of its infinitely-diversified and infinitely-perfect
character.

When read with careless indifference, the mind contracts a habit of supposing that all has been learned from it which it contains, because
familiarity with its general contents serves to take off the edge of its interest. It is far otherwise when the habit of daily study keeps the word
before the soul.

This thought has been suggested by a recent meditation on the two parables, and two historic scenes in our Lord's life, which are presented
in this passage, and which | will now endeavor briefly to set before my readers.

It may tend to an understanding of the subject, and to give definiteness to our thoughts, if a remark or two be made on the phrase, " the
kingdom of God," with which both parables are introduced. In Matthew's Gospel, and peculiar to it, as the Gospel of dispensation, the
corresponding phrase is " the kingdom of heaven," or the reign, or rule, of heaven. From the uniform application of the phrase, it is manifest
that a distinct dispensational period or state of things is characterized by it. In Matt. 3:2 we find John the Baptist commencing his preaching in
the wilderness of Judwa, by crying, " Repent ye, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand." When John was cast into prison, it is said, (iv. 17,) "
From that time Jesus began to preach, and say, Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand:" i.e., He announced a new period in God's
dealing with Israel, with its own peculiar characteristics, as about to commence. Much is said about it in parables and otherwise afterward,
without attention to which it is impossible that the gospel should be understood.

It was plainly an expectation familiar to the Jews, however much their thoughts were astray as to the nature of the kingdom" and of the
characteristics of its subjects. The phrase itself appears to have taken rise from a prediction in Daniel, if not from an earlier oracle in
Deuteronomy, (chap. xi. 21,) in which Israel's blessings are foretold as " the days of heaven upon earth." But Daniel is plain. In chap. ii. 44 it
is said, " In the days of those kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom," &c. This, coupled with chap. vii. 13, 14, presents the fact of
the kingdom, and the person of him who is said to wield its power. " | saw in the night visions, and behold one like the Son of man came with
the clouds of heaven, and came unto the Ancient of Days; and they brought him near before him. And there was given him dominion, and
glory, and a kingdom," &c.

The corresponding phrase to that of Matthew in the other Gospels is " the kingdom of God." To a considerable extent this is interchangeable
with that in Matthew, and is often so employed. It is, however, distinctive, and is less knit up with Jewish expectations; and | think it is always
used to indicate the moral power connected with the reign rather than simply the reign itself: Moreover, it runs on in its application to a
sphere which lies beyond the apparently-proper range of the kingdom of heaven. We read in 1 Cor. 15:50, " Flesh and blood cannot inherit
the kingdom, of God: neither doth corruption inherit incorruption."

As used by the Lord Jesus in these parables, it marks a definite sphere in this world subject to the operation of God; which commenced, as to
time, with His own ministry, and will be terminated by His coming again, in connection with its final results. There needs no formal proof as to
who the sower is, and as little as to who it is that will be present again in the " time of harvest."

The purport of the parable is to show that to the eye of man, after Christ left the scene, as the sower, all goes on apparently in its natural
course; and in truth that there would be no personal interference on the part of him who sowed the seed until the time of harvest. The
parable represents simply a process in husbandry. A man casts seed into the ground. He sows his field and leaves it. " He sleeps and rises
night and day;" i.e., the ordinary circumstances of life go on, and he does not trouble himself about his field. He has sown it, and however
indifferent he may appear, the field was sown that in the time of harvest it might be reaped. Meanwhile the processes of nature go on The
seed springs and grows, but he knows not how. It is the result neither of his power nor care. " The earth brings forth fruit of herself." In due
time there is the blade and the ear, and after that the full corn in the ear. All this is a result apart from man's power, or man's care, or man's
cognizance. When the fruit is brought forth and the harvest is the result of his sowing, immediately he puts in his sickle and reaps, "because
the harvest is come." The parable is but a tale of everyday farming life, and is seen in accomplishment in the revolution of every season. The
divine instruction is, "so is the kingdom of God." The seed was sown by the Son of man. Since then the world has gone on in its ordinary,
unheeding course; but ever since the harvest has been advancing.

Man's care, it is true, has had little to do with the matter; but the power that gives the increase has been silently and effectually at work. To
the eye of man there is no interference. All seems to have been left to the course of the world; but the process has been going on. The blade
has sprung up, the ear has been formed, and the full corn in the ear is at hand, when " the harvest" will bring Him who sowed the field, to be
again present in connection with it to gather the wheat into his garner. " He was once offered to bear the sins of many; [the corn of wheat,
the true sowing for the harvest, has fallen into the ground and died:] and to them that look for him shall he appear the second time without
sin unto salvation." But the lesson of the parable is, the absence from the field, and the apparent indifference toward it of the sower, until
harvest brings him again into personal concern and interference with it.

The parable of the " grain of mustard seed" presents another aspect of " the kingdom of God," and which indicates that its recognition, in this
character, is by the eye of man, like the former.

The historic scenes which follow are intimately connected with the parables, and give the other side of the truth with regard to them. But
their elucidation must be deferred to the sequel of the paper.

(To be continued.)



Girdle of Truth: Volume 3, Word Precious Above Everything, or an Offense, The (4:16-17)

Note, how vital root is-secret life. If the word has given life, only the word can satisfy it. The rain which cometh oft upon it will be relished. And
needed, too; for as there is no power of life in the heart, so there is no source of nourishment if life exists.

But if | have got divine life through the word, it will be everything to me. If | have found my joy in God's word, persecution or affliction,
because of it, will make me cling to it the closer. Persecution, in such a case, would merely come to rob me of my treasure. But if the word
has never separated me from myself, by the gift of a new eternal life in Christ, then if trouble comes for the word, | shall give it up to keep
myself-my life.

Courtesy of BibleTruthPublishers.com. Most likely this text has not been proofread. Any suggestions for spelling or punctuation corrections
would be warmly received. Please email them to: BTPmail@bibletruthpublishers.com.

Edification: Volume 7, Storm and the Calm., The (4:37-41)

(Mark 4:37-41).

THE Sea of Galilee was proverbially a stormy lake. The wind coming down from the mountains would suddenly and unexpectedly raise a
storm, often dangerous to the fisherman on the lake.

It was so in this case. The disciples pushed off from the shore in fine weather, having for Companion, their Lord and Master, the Son of God.
Then we read, “There arose a great storm of wind.” The waves rose at the bidding of the wind, the water of the lake leaped into the tiny craft
till it was water-logged.

Is it not the experience of many, perhaps of all, that in some time of our lives, perhaps more times than we like to think, a great storm arises.
Troubles come. It may be ill-health, and no prospect of betterment. It may be financial difficulties, and how many have experienced this
during these years of stringency since the war. It may be shame comes into our families. A thousand and one distressing things may come
into our lives and homes. It may be the weakness of old age, the ever-shortening tether that has only one ending, unless the Rapture takes
place.

The storm arose on the Sea of Galilee. But the Master was on board. How could the frail barque sink if the Lord of life was there? At any rate
He was at hand, and that was the great point. Asleep on a pillow in the hinder part of the ship, His very attitude of repose, though the wind
howled round and the waves filled the boat, was enough to rebuke the fears of His disciples.

Arc we any better than the fishermen of the Sea of Galilee? Do we instinctively turn to the Lord in our troubles? How often we try to put
things right in our own strength and fancied wisdom, and only turn to the Lord when we are at our wit’s end. Can we not trust the Lord? |
have known saints of God, who have had wonderful opportunities of getting on in the things of God, saints who have sat under the choicest
ministry for years. And yet when the storm arose | have heard them say with anguished lips, “Has the Lord forsaken me?” We may not blame
them, for we know how frail we are ourselves, but we may well seek to strengthen each other’s faith.

The frightened disciples awoke the Master with the cry of reproach, “Master, rarest Thou not that we perish?” Then, HE AROSE! What a
moment! We can almost see His loved form, stretched to its height; we can almost hear His voice, rebuking the wind and saying to the sea,
“Peace be still.”

He arose! Like wild hounds called to heel by their owner, so the wild waves sank to rest at His command, the wind ceased at His rebuke, and
“there was a great calm.” “There arose a great storm—there was a great calm.” What a contrast! What a lesson!

When the Lord steps in in connection with our tribulations, difficulties and sorrows He can turn the storm, great as it may be, into a great
calm. We may not find our outward circumstances much altered. For instance, old age cannot be avoided. But God can and will make a way
of escape, that we may be able to bear the trial. A way of escape, not out of the trial, but in the trial, so that in our spirits we may be able to
rise above it, and glorify God in it.

When the disciples saw the mighty power of the Lord, they feared exceedingly, and said one to another, “What manner of Man is this, that
even the wind and the sea obey Him?” Aye, more than a man! What man could command the wind and the sea? How powerless is man in the
presence of the elements, let loose in all their fury. The tornado moves on in irresist